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D C THOMPSON 
PROPERTY & GARDENING   

MAINTENANCE 
All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance 

Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled 
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs 

Just the price that suits you right 
Phone at any time for help and advice 

7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL 
Tel: 01670 520203 

Phil Walker APFS 

Chartered Financial Planner 

Specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 

• Investment Growth 

• Retirement Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Saving 

• Long Term Care Planning 

St. James's Place Partnership  
19E The Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill Road,  

Blagdon, Northumberland, NE13 6DA 

Tel: 01670 789797 or 07711 556332 Fax: 01670 789963  
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk   Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

 
  

To offer support, care and social contact to those experiencing mental  
health problems and their carers 

FREE 1 -2-1 Counselling   Fun Activities   Support and Advice 
Drop In to the Coffee Den for a welcoming cuppa 

Open Tue – Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm                             See ya soon 

Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group 
Ltd 

7 Grey’s Yard, Oldgate 
Morpeth  NE61 1QD 

01670 510652   

mailto:phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjpp.co.uk/philwalker
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Back to Church or Back to Basics?  
 

We have now had almost a full month 
of our churches being open, well in 
Morpeth anyway! But there are still 
some churches that are not and might 
not be open for a good few weeks yet, 
whilst they think about how they want 
to ‘be church’ in a post pandemic world. 
So what does an open church actually 
look like and have we really thought 
about it?  
At the beginning of July, the government, almost as quickly as it had shut 
churches down, announced they could now open. Was it going to be as easy 
as unlocking the doors and starting where we left off? The answer was 
obviously not.  
Just after the announcement that we were to shut, many churches proudly 
displayed signs on their doors declaring “This building may be shut but the 
church is still open!” and it appears as though the church rather than falling 
into decline over the lockdown, actually began to thrive on a new stage 
called YouTube! 
In Morpeth Parish we saw numbers grow, with total viewing figures over the 
months of May to July rising from  zero to 13,000, which was incredible. 
Maybe the church was still very much open? But now, as we prepare to open 
the doors of our buildings, what do we do with those 13,000 views? Do we 
frame them and pat ourselves on the back, or do we think about what it is to 
be really and truly “open”?  
In a rather disparaging article in the Spectator, in June, the Church was 
lambasted for taking a back seat during lockdown and going home to film 
vicars at their kitchen tables, playing pretend church.  According to the 
article, the church was apparently nowhere to be seen, having become 
redundant, impotent, ineffective and invisible, with all the clergy going home 
and putting their feet up for a big long extended summer break. 
Like many clergy, I found myself being so busy that days off became hard to 
maintain and life seemed to go into hyper-drive, as everything changed 
overnight.  
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Within days of the lockdown Morpeth parish was producing daily reflections 
on line; getting Sunday worship online;  setting up Zoom daily prayer; helping 
and partnering with the local schools to deliver free school meals to over 100 
families and setting up a phone tree to speak to all the  vulnerable members 
of the congregation. Individuals were also posting leaflets with contact 
details for help with shopping or picking up prescriptions. 
The energy and enthusiasm within the church was very clearly visible. At first 
it felt as if we had been cast into the wilderness, and in many ways we had, 
but while we were walking around in that wilderness we started to meet 
folks who had been living there for many years. Some who had, once upon a 
time, been members of a church, but for whatever reason, had taken a 
lonely walk into a barren place and stayed there.  
Maybe this was God’s way of getting us out of our buildings and sending us 
into the wilderness to help us engage with those we had possibly ignored for 
far too long and those we met in the wilderness were more in number than 
we thought? The numbers of online views not just in our parish, but in 
parishes up and down the country, proved it beyond doubt.  
When Moses led the people of God into the wilderness for forty years, God 
provided all that they needed; bread from heaven and water to give life, yet 
the people still moaned and lamented for the life they left in Egypt.  
Even when Joshua eventually led God’s people into the land of milk and 
honey, they still looked back nostalgically to a time they perceived as being 
“better”.  
Michelle Gomez once quoted “For a lot of us, we feel nostalgic about 
something with distance, and then (when) we go back to that thing, you 
remember why we left in the first place.”  I believe God has blessed us all 
greatly over this time of lockdown as we have seen people engage with the 
church family more than ever before.  
So over the next few months, we want to take our time and walk slowly back 
to our churches, to ensure we can walk with those who we have gathered 
around us. Some services might look similar to those before the lockdown 
began, but some might not. As we travel towards the future we have decided 
to continue to provide online worship, but we have also decided to try and 
provide live worship similar to our online provision, so please do bear with 
us, as well as praying for Gods vision for His church here in Morpeth.  
As the book of Isaiah 43:19 prophetically reminds us in the words of God 
himself “See, I am doing a new thing. Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it?”   
So please pray for all who are seeking that new thing. Amen.     
God Bless Simon  



5 

Over the past few months the parish has 
endeavoured to contact every member of the 
parish as part of our plan for pastoral care and we 
have managed to contact most of you but not all of 
you.  So a big sorry if you have not received a call or 
email. 
 

This, in part, is due to the parish having to review and remove all records we had 
on file due to the new government  GDPR rules, which only allow us to keep 
records if we have a signed declaration from those who wish us to keep their 
details. We are therefore seeking to rebuild the parish database which will enable 
us to keep in contact with you and let you know about news and parish updates 
more effectively. 
Could you please let us know your details and preferred way of contact by filling 
in your contact details on the parish form and signing the declaration to allow us 
to keep your details on record? Even if you think we have them could you please 
fill in the form so we can ensure we have the right details? 
 There will be printed copies of the contact details form in each of the church 
buildings, together with a form that explains how the data is kept secure. Please 
ask one of the stewards for copies. You can also print off a copy of both the 
consent form and the Data Privacy Notice at home, by following the links below.   
This data base will be regularly updated and you will at any time be able to 
request the removal of your details. Please do help us as a parish become more 
effective and connected.  
Please fill in the form, sign the declaration, place in an envelope with “Parish 
Database on it” and either hand it to a church warden or post it to: 
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA 
Please note that this Consent form is NOT an application to be included on the 
parish Electoral Roll.    
Many thanks for your cooperation.  
G Bless  
Simon  
 
Click here for the Consent form:  
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies/Morpeth%20Consent%20Form.pdf  
 
Click here for the Data Privacy information: 
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies/Morpeth%20Data%20Privacy%
20Notice%20%202018.pdf  

http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies/Morpeth%20Consent%20Form.pdf
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies/Morpeth%20Data%20Privacy%20Notice%20%202018.pdf
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies/Morpeth%20Data%20Privacy%20Notice%20%202018.pdf
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It’s August (or it will be by the time you read the print 
edition) and we should be lazing on a beach in Tenerife; 
sipping cocktails on a terrace; enjoying healthy, invigorating 
hikes  on spectacular moorland hills, or just chilling in the 
garden at home, if we can’t afford to go anywhere else. 
Happy Holidays, folks and don’t forget to pack your face 
masks. 
 

Have you noticed how many enterprising cottage industries have suddenly 
appeared online, making and selling face masks? My favourite find is a company 
offering sumptuous creations, manufactured from “mulberry silk” in subtle 
colours. A single mask is a snip at £33 or you can choose a set of 3 for £70 or 6 for 
£109, to colour match your outfits.  They also offer a “matching silk face mask and 
pants set”, with no accompanying top, for £170, which could well get the wearer 
banned from any respectable supermarket, but might be OK for Tenerife.  
 
In  other news, pending a visit to the GP (yes, I got an appointment) for the annual 
MOT to check to see if I’m still compos mentis, reasonable healthy and relatively 
disease-free, I decided to tackle the weight issue, by weeding the rockery and 
tidying up the garden. This was a good idea, but a terrible mistake, as the rockery 
is infested with a nasty little weed. The only way to get the weed out is to dig up 
the rockery plants, remove the weed by hand and re-plant the plants. This 
involves bending down, as it’s a rockery and my kneeling-down contraption only 
works if the ground is flat. Alas, I have lost no weight whatsoever but I now have a 
very sore back and the weeds are still there. Thank goodness for a modest stash of 
Paracetamol, which should allow me to attend the MOT appointment weighing a 
ton, but feeling relatively pain free. 
 
This pandemic has been a huge challenge and although we’re now supposed to be 
coming out of the worst of it (whatever that means) it’s not over yet and not likely 
to be for goodness knows how long. Finding ways to adapt to new patterns of  
‘being’ and ‘doing’ is not going to be easy for any of us.  We can’t predict what lies 
ahead for any of us, except that, as Christians, we have assurance that we are 
never abandoned. Read Romans 8, verses 35-39 and be glad.  
And thank you to all of the people who have assured me that the weekly news 
sheets and this magazine have been a ministry during this terrible time. You don’t 
know how much that encourages someone who has difficulty in believing that she 
has any pretence to  ministry at all!  
Val Pope 
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Floe Pilates, Fitness and Wellbeing  
offers small group Pilates classes  
and one to one fitness sessions 

A maximum of ten people per class  
means you get the attention you need 

 
Classes available throughout the week and at weekends 
New beginners class starting at 10amTuesday 24th September 
at St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill  
 Get in touch for more information and to book your space.  

floepilates@gmail.com 

Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157 

mailto:floepilates@gmail.com
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Women made up the majority of deacons ordained in 
the Church of England last year for the first time, 
according to the latest statistics. A total of 570 
deacons were ordained in 2019, with women making 
up just over a half, or 51% of the new intake. 
Deacons are the first of three orders of ordained 
ministry.  Whilst all clergy continue as deacons 
throughout, the majority are also ordained as priests 
at the end of their first year of ministry. 

 
The statistics show that women made up around 32% of the 20,000 active 
clergy last year, with a growing proportion of senior posts such as Bishops, 
Archdeacons and Cathedral Deans, occupied by women, from 25% in 2018 to 
27% last year. 
 
Women were in the majority starting training for ordained ministry for the 
third year running, with equal numbers of men and women sponsored to train 
for ‘incumbent’ posts – such as Rector or Vicar – over the last two years. 
However currently only 25% of incumbent posts are occupied by women. 
The number of stipendiary, or paid clergy, remained stable, at 7,700, between 
2018 and 2019, following a period of decline. There were 7,830 Readers or 
licensed lay ministers compared to just under 10,000 in 2010. Readers and 
licensed lay ministers are not ordained but can lead worship and preach in 
churches, among other roles. The statistics show the number of stipendiary 
clergy from black, Asian or minority ethnic (BAME) backgrounds stood at 3.8%, 
while 7.8% of people entering training for ordained ministry last year were 
from a BAME background. 
 
Out of a total of 550 people beginning training for ordained ministry last year, 
nearly a quarter, or 24%, were under 32 years old and more than two fifths, 
44%, were aged under 40. 
 
The Rt Revd Chris Goldsmith, Director of Ministry for the Church of England, 
said: “In recent years there has been an increasing diversity among our clergy, 
but we will not be content until those in public ministry truly reflect the whole 
church and the communities which they serve.” 
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I will be celebrating sixty years as an ordained priest on 
25th September2020. To mark the occasion, with the 
help and co-operation of Simon, I will  be presiding at a 
eucharist in St Mary’s at 6pm on Sunday 27th 
September. It has been difficult planning such an 
occasion, because for a long time it seemed as if public 
worship would still be prohibited in our country in 
September. Even quite recently, when public worship 
was permitted again, its content and presentation were 
circumscribed, either by Government regulation or 
episcopal direction.  

 
However, with the kind co-operation and assistance  of Simon, and a good 
deal of help from Brian Hedley, a eucharist will be held in St Mary's  on 
Sunday 27th September at 6pm, at which I will preside and to which I shall 
be inviting my family and friends. A former colleague and a good friend, 
whom many of you know, the Revd Richard Ford will be the preacher at the 
6pm Service.  
St Paul, in his epistles, makes it very clear that all members of the Church 
are called to ministry. Each, he says, make their particular contribution, 
aided by a special gift from God, so that the body of Christ is built up and 
sustained in any given place and new members are recruited. Some 
members are of course called to be priests or bishops, not because they are 
something “special”, but because Christ in his wisdom has given the Church 
ministerial priesthood, to provide it with leadership.  
So in September, we will not only be thanking God for ministerial 
priesthood, but also for all the Church's ministries. The Church traditionally 
ordains clergy on four occasions during the year. They are called ember 
seasons, so on 27th September we will be using the collect and lessons 
appointed for such occasions.   
Because the number attending public worship is now subject to Government 
rules and therefore potentially an issue, Simon and I have agreed that I will 
preside at all eucharists being held in the parish on 27th September. 
However, I do hope that some of you will join me at the 6pm Service. The 
occasion is a significant milestone in my ministerial life. But because God has 
given priesthood to the Church to provide leadership, it is very appropriate 
that we all are minded to thank God for it, as well as seeing the occasion as 
an opportunity to thank God for our calling to ministry as well.  
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 Having discussed the issue with Simon, he has decided to make the 
occasion an all ticket occasion. So, if you are minded to attend the Service 
at 6pm would you ensure that you have got a ticket. How to do this will be 
announced nearer the time. In this way we can ensure that the 
Government’s guidelines on numbers are met.  
 
As I look back on my ministerial life, I am very conscious of the many 
blessings I have received and of the many good Christian people with whom 
I have shared ministry, some of whom have become lifelong friends. As I 
look back on sixty years of my life I am very aware of the many challenges I 
have been called upon to face, as well as the variety of human situations, in 
which they have occurred - In Byker and Westerhope in Newcastle, in the 
City Centre of Newcastle, in Lincoln City as an industrial chaplain, in the 
centre of Manchester as a full -time diocesan officer, as well as in North 
Shields, where I met Cathie and Ponteland, where we set up house together 
and began to raise our family. 
 
At this point I am very conscious of how I became aware that I had a 
vocation to the priesthood. The story I have already shared with you 
previously, but I think it is worth repeating. It is about seventy years since at 
breakfast one morning that my mother said to me, "and now David what 
are intending to do with your life - what sort of occupation do you see 
yourself taking up", to which I replied "I think God wants me to be a priest". 
There was no one more surprised than me at my reply. Ten years later I was 
made a deacon by Bishop Hugh in Newcastle Cathedral and the following 
year he ordained me as a priest. And the rest as they say is history........... 
Canon David Parker 
 

Almighty God, you anoint your chosen servants with the oil of 
gladness and strengthen them with the gifts of your Holy 
Spirit. We give you thanks for the priestly ministry of Canon 
David Parker on the 60th anniversary of his ordination. 
Renew your blessings on him and pour out your choicest gifts 
as he ministers to your people in the spirit of humility and 
mutual service shown in the life and death of him who is the 
anointed King of all, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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V.E.Day Memories and Others 
 

I lived on Front Street, Felton and I was four and a half years old 
on VE Day 1945. I remember going to a big party held at the 
school at the top of the street. There was food, banners, flags and 
dancing. What a party it was!  

 
As I was running down the street on my way home, I fell down and skinned both my 
knees, which were bleeding heavily. I was wearing a gorgeous white, frilly dress and it 
was covered with blood!  
I have never forgotten that, however, it was better than having to put on my tiny gas 
mask and heading to the air raid shelter at the back of the house. 
I suppose the war years were an exciting time for a four year old.  
My father was away a lot. I remember he was based in Swindon, Wiltshire, as he 
repaired Spitfire Merlin engines and others. 
My sister was born in 1940, on the fifteenth of  of September, Battle of Britain day and 
my family enjoyed holidays down in Swindon at my father’s ‘digs’ as they called them in 
those days. 
I can remember getting off the train at Kings Cross and seeing my father there to meet 
us. What a joy! 
He took me to an airfield. I don’t know how he managed it. I was smuggled into the 
back of the car and when we got there, I was able to sit in a Spitfire! 
Like many other men at that time, he talked about Spitfires, Vulcans and Hurricanes all 
the time. He was a great mechanic and served his time at Vickers Armstrong for Rolls 
Royce.  
Both my father and my Grandfather also served in the Home Guard  
Pauline Ferguson  

 

Unfortunately Pauline’s article was supposed to go 
into the June Concord, but as the pandemic struck, 
the parish office was closed, so it went astray. 
Luckily, it has now been found and here it is! I tried 
to find a picture of the Felton street party in 1945, 
but searches online  were unsuccessful, so I found 
this one instead, which was taken in North Shields. 
The little girl at the bottom right of the photo isn’t 
Pauline, but she looks about the same age and you 

get an idea of what the celebrations 
looked like at the time. The photo on the 
left is the Royal family and PM Winston 
Churchill on the balcony, acknowledging 
the crowds on the Mall, outside 
Buckingham Palace on May 8th 1945 
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♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣ 
BRIDGE CLASSES IN MORPETH 

Come and learn the most intriguing game in the world 
Stimulate your brain and make new friends 

Classes to suit all levels: 
Beginners - Year 1 -  Wednesday evening (another when demand is shown) 
Developing Bridge - Year 2 - Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening 
Continuing Bridge -Tuesday morning 
            We are happy to teach small groups on request. 
  For more information please contact: 
       Aileen Cunningham   01670 513369 
       John Kingcome   01670 513469 
       Cyril Meehan   01670 5129879 
 or visit our website www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk 

Play and learn sessions with help from teachers. Just drop in – with or without 
a partner.  Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 4.30 pm  ongoing , including holidays 

at Hepscott Village Hall 

 

• Top quality used vehicles 
• Comprehensive warranty 

When you produce this advert 
See our wide selection at 

www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk 
Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1 

http://www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk
http://www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk
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HAZEL HILL 
‘The Schoolgirl who helped 

win a war’ 
In July 1940,  Britain was  facing a very real threat of 
invasion. Adolf Hitler decided that the invasion of 
Britain was the only way to win the war which had 
begun in September 1939. To achieve this, he decided 
to use the German Luftwaffe, which outnumbered 
Royal Air Force planes by 3:1. The battle which was 
fought in the skies that summer has been described 
as  this country’s single most important military 
campaign ever fought. 
 

British and allied airmen, many of them very young, flew the latest generation of 
fighter planes; Spitfires and Hurricanes which had been  originally designed to carry 
four machine guns , but this was to change thanks in no small part to a young 
schoolgirl called Hazel Hill.  Speed, agility and firepower were the keys to the 
success  of the RAF fighter planes, which were fast and agile, but only had a 
‘window’ of a few seconds in combat to target and destroy the enemy bombers.   
 
In 1934, the Government had decided to arm the new fighters with eight, rather 
than four Browning machine guns. They were persuaded to do this by  a scientific 
officer in the Air Ministry, called Captain Fred Hill. He believed that four guns would 
not be sufficient to bring down fast moving enemy planes and proposed eight  
machine guns on each plane. To make his case, he enlisted the help of his thirteen 
year old daughter, Hazel, who was a talented mathematician. It was Hazel who 
helped to complete the calculations her father had to make.  
 
Large bore machine guns were too heavy for both Spitfires and Hurricanes, so the 
decision was made to use  .303 Browning machine guns firing from four gun ports 
on each wing of the plane.  Eight guns, firing 1,000 rounds per minute would 
produce  a density of fire of 256 rounds in the two seconds a pilot would have, in 
combat, to bring down an enemy bomber.  
 
Much of the complicated calculation for the guns that Hazel  undertook to assist 
her father was done at home, working for hours each day at the kitchen table with 
pencil, paper, rulers and a mechanical calculator.   Eventually, Captain Fred Hill was 
able to present Hazel’s calculations in graphic form to a meeting at the Air 
Ministry , but only he and his superior officer knew that the calculations had been 
done by his thirteen year old daughter.  
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Hazel’s work,  alongside that of her father, was instrumental in convincing the Air 
Ministry to change the gun configuration from four to eight and the work had to   
be completed in weeks, to get the planes ready for the coming conflict.  
Many officials thought that installing eight guns on a fighter plane was too radical,  
but in fact eight machine guns proved to be only just enough fire power and when 
the planes went into combat during the Battle of Britain in 1940,  they successfully 
prevented the invasion of Britain and changed the course of the war.   

 
The only  public recognition Hazel was given for 
her vital work at the time, was a mention  in a 
memoir written later, by her father’s superior 
officer. but in a recent BBC documentary about 
Hazel and her work,  RAF Group Captain James 
Beldon, described Hazel as “a great inspiration for 
young people today and girls in particular.” 

 
In later years, after Hazel’s marriage, she told the story of that time to her four 
sons, when they were growing up, and here’s where we reveal a very important 
connection to Morpeth  and someone in the parish whom we know and admire 
very much indeed.   
 
After the war, Hazel Hill married a young man called Chris Baker and they went on 
to have four sons, Robin, Richard, Frank and Ted.   
Chris’s father was Canon Fred Baker, who was  Rector of Morpeth from  1938 to 
1962 and our own Pat Baker is Chris’s sister.   
Pat’s nephews, Robin, Richard, Frank and Ted; Hazel’s four sons, are still  in regular 
contact with Pat and they often send her  emails or ring up for a chat on the 
phone.  For many years before her death,  Hazel used to write to  Pat and her 
mother every week.   
All four of Hazel’s sons appear on the recent BCC 
documentary “The Schoolgirl who helped win a war”  which 
was shown on the BBC News Channel. You should  still be 
able to watch the programme online if you have access to 
BBC iPlayer.  It’s a very interesting and inspiring story about 
an intelligent, talented and inspiring  woman .  
 
With sincere thanks to Pat Baker for providing some of the  
family information. 
 
 

Left: Hazel with her  father Captain Fred Hill 
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BOOKS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO READ 
Where is God in a Messed-Up World? 
By Roger Carswell, 10Publishing, £6.99 
This book asks (and answers) questions that people are asking 
about God, life and suffering. Questions such as: ‘If God exists and 
really is a God of love, then why doesn't He stop the suffering and 
problems in our world?’ 
People often ask these questions in the wake of major tragedies. 
Glib answers don’t help.  Instead, Roger Carswell is realistic, 
admitting that there are things God reveals to us, and things He 
doesn't reveal. But Carswell argues that the starting point is to 
find out who God is, and to figure out if He can be trusted – even 
if we don't have all the answers. The author's own experience of 
suffering with depression, and the real–life stories that are 

included, make this a compassionate book. Carswell encourages us that our questioning 
need not be a barrier to entrusting ourselves to God.  He says: "God has not only been 
faithful to me, He has been overwhelmingly kind, incredibly merciful, consistently good 
and unbelievably patient."  

A Call Less Ordinary – why your purpose matters By Rich 
Wilson, SPCK, £9.99 
What is your calling?  It is a question that you can wrestle with 
at any stage of life. You might know that God has a plan for you, 
but how do you know what it is?  And – how do you pursue it 
once you know?  Rich Wilson shares his journey of pursuing 
calling through adventure and adversity. After discovering his 
own calling as a student, he now encourages many others to do 
the same through his work with Fusion and beyond.  This book 
will challenge and guide you as you embrace your own call less 
ordinary.  Pete Greig, head of 24-7 Prayer International, calls 
this book: “A timely and necessary message well lived and 
beautifully written for this generation.” 
 

Godbothering By Rhidian Brook, SPCK, £9.99 
For 20 years, bestselling novelist Rhidian Brook has pondered such 
questions as ‘Why bother with God?’, ‘What matters in life?’, ‘Why doesn’t 
God intervene?’  on Radio 4's Thought for the Day.  He has encouraged, 
nudged, and sometimes provoked millions into thinking about the 
possibility of a God who is intimately and cosmically involved in the human 
story. Over 100 of his Thoughts are presented here, forming a kind of 
alternative history of the 21st century, and inviting us to reflect on the 
deeper spiritual dimensions of our lives and times.   
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YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN CONCORD 
£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page 
£66 for 2/3 page £99  for full page 

You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy and 
your ad will appear  

in eleven editions of the magazine (July & August is a 
double issue) 

Contact Dave Pope for details 
Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email: 

dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 

mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
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Do you believe God Speaks? 
 
Hi everyone. Do you believe God speaks to you in various 
ways?  God spoke to Abraham, He appeared to him and He 
spoke to Moses in a burning bush, He also spoke to Balaam 
through a donkey. Yes, God speaks to us in many ways to 
get our attention.  
He speaks to me a lot through Ann, through books, through 
podcasts, through the Holy Scriptures. Yes through many 
ways. Would you believe He has spoken to Ann through a 

tea towel then to me? You may laugh at this but it is true. 
 
We, well me, is uptight about my/our ministry. I won’t go into any detail as it 
is personal. Ann was making her breakfast and she read what was written on 
a tea towel she had found which had been stuffed at the back of the shelves 
she had cleaned and the words impacted her, so she showed them to me.  
Ann’s  favourite saying to me is, “What does this say to you?” So I read it and 
replied how it spoke to me. Ann is so good at seeing things spiritually.  
She told me that she felt that this relate to us in our ministry and sure 
enough she was spot on. 
 
The following is what is on the tea towel: 

Heathers of Scotland. 
The Story Of Heather. 

 
When God had created the world He looked at the bare hillsides and 

decided that a plant was needed to beautify the slopes. 
 

He asked the giant Oak, strongest of all the trees, but he declined 
saying that the soil was too shallow for him to take root and flourish. 

 
God then approached the yellow- flowered Honeysuckle to see if she 
would spread her beauty and fragrance throughout the hills. She too 
refused because there was nothing in the inhospitable terrain against 

which she would grow. 
 

The Rose, sweetest of all the flowers, was God’s next choice. However 
she explained that she would not be able to survive the hillside’s bitter 

winds and driving rain. 
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Disappointed, God turned away and chanced upon a small low lying 
green shrub with tiny petals; some purple, some white. 

It was Heather! 
 

God asked the Heather, “Will you grow upon the hillside to make them more 
beautiful?” 

 
The Heather reflected on the poor soil and harsh climate and was not 

sure whether she could do the job, but to God’s delight, replied that if He 
wanted her to try, she would do her best. 

 
God was so pleased with the Heather that He decided to bestow three 

gifts on her. 
 

The strength of the Oak-the bark of the Heather is stronger than that 
of any other tree or shrub. 

 
The fragrance of the Honeysuckle-the Heathers gentle fragrance is 

used to perfume soaps, pot pourris, and cosmetics. 
 

The sweetness of the Rose-the sweetness of the Heather makes her one 
of the bees favourite flowers. 

 
And to this day the Heather is renowned for these three gifts as she fulfils 

her God given task. 
Taken from An Original Screen Print by ETTRICK VALLEY, Scotland. 

 

When I read this I was impressed at what Ann saw and it struck home. My seeing 
(not Ann’s) was go and do what God has asked of me. To be obedient in doing it. 
Not to question what God says, but trust that He will bring to fruition what He 
has ordained. Give over trying to do it my way.  
There is a lot more to these word when you sit and meditate.  
 
Yes, God can speak to you in any way He chooses to get your attention as to 
what He requires. 
 
Keith Pratt. 
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COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters 
Family Firm Established 1920 

 Day & Night Service 

 Very Competitive Prices 

 Chapel of Rest 

 Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRICK SPEIRS 
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 
 

new installations, rewires, sockets, 
fuse board upgrades, lighting, 

electrical installation condition reports 
free estimates and advice, fully insured 

professional friendly service 
 

mob. 07969908064 
tel. 01670 226239 

email. paddyspeirs@gmail.com 
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AUGUST CROSSWORD 

Across 
1 and 3 Two of the disciples who 
witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus 
(Luke 9:28) (4,3,5) 
3  See 1 Across  
8  ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere 
heart in full assurance of faith’  
(Hebrews 10:22) (4)  
9  O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11 Form of government under the direct 
rule of God or his agents (10)  
14  How Jesus found his disciples when 
he returned to them after praying in 
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)  
15  In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name 
of the meadow into which Christian 
strayed, which led to Doubting Castle (2-
4)  
17  Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20  Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)  
21  Valley of the Balsam Tree with a 
reputation of being a waterless place 
(Psalm 84:6) (4)  

22  ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 
the oracle of one — — sees 
clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)  
23  Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 
4:25) (4) 
 
Down 
1  David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) 
(8)  
2  ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his 
— kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)  
4  ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I 
ate no choice food; — — or wine 
touched my lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)  
5  Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)  
6  Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)  
7  ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 
Peter 3:18) (4)  
10  ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God 
through Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5) (10)  
12  Jesus said that some people had 
renounced this ‘because of the kingdom 
of heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)  
13  One of the three men thrown into 
the furnace for refusing to worship 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image (Daniel 
3:20) (8)  
16  ‘You have — of good things laid up 
for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)  
18  ‘There before me was a white horse! 
Its rider held — — , and he was given a 
crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)  
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals 

Overseas (1,1,1,1) 
 
Answers on page 29 
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God in the Arts—The Transfiguration – beholding the Glory 
 
TQ – Tingle Quotient – is the name given to those 
things that can produce a tingle down the spine or a 
frisson of excitement. It could be a piece of music or 
the sight of an evening sunset at sea.  We look, we 
hear, and our sense of wonder as something sublime 
unfolds before us produces delight and awe. We see  
a hint of glory that can even lead us to worship. 
I think the monk who lived in cell no 6 at the 
Dominican convent of San Marco in Florence must 
have felt that when he entered his room and saw for 
the first time the fresco of the Transfiguration that Fra 
Angelico had painted. I am sure the sight would have 
stopped him in his tracks, just as Peter, James and John 

were stopped in their tracks as they beheld their Lord transfigured before them on the 
mount. 
From 1436 Fra Angelico painted a whole series of frescoes for the convent from the 
High Altar to the Chapter House to the cells of the monks. Here in cell no 6 there is a 
restrained simplicity and directness about the Transfiguration. One of the three 
disciples looks out towards us, while the other two are caught up in wonder and awe as 
they look on Jesus with the faces of Moses and Elijah on either side. 
Here Fra Angelico is not seeking to impress a wealthy patron: he is providing a focus for 
devotion and prayer for the monks of his community. The scene speaks to us of that 
sense of awe and reverence.  
On August 6 we celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration. The Gospel accounts relate 
that special moment of revelation to the inner group of disciples. The glory shown to 
them evoked a sense of wonder and marvel, but also a sense of loss. For the glory 
proved elusive and just out of human reach. The moment of revelation passed, and the 
disciples had to go down the mount again to meet the crying needs of the world, all but 
forgotten when they were with their Lord on the mountain top. 
The monk in his cell would ponder the glory of Fra Angelico’s fresco, knowing that he 
would be called from his cell to take up his monastic duties. But the painting would go 
with him to sustain and nurture his life. It is the same with us: we have moments of 
glory. But they pass, and we must return to our daily lives. As we look on this month’s 
painting, we sense that glory and wonder which can sustain us through life.  
The work is displayed in the Dominican convent of San Marco in Florence. See it here in 
a graphic from Wikimedia Commons at: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Transfiguration_by_fra_Angelico_(San_Marco_Cell_6).jpg   
The Rev Michael Burgess  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Transfiguration_by_fra_Angelico_(San_Marco_Cell_6).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Transfiguration_by_fra_Angelico_(San_Marco_Cell_6).jpg
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At our Men’s Breakfast, we meet the second 
Saturday of every month at the Waterford 
Lodge for breakfast at 8.30am where we have 
good Northumberland Fayre. We always have 
lively debate: from finance, football and food, 
from protection issues to the second coming.  
We have not been able to cover the 

consequences of Covid-19 – yet – so I wrote some thoughts and circulated them 
those who come to the breakfast. The response has been that I should share them 
in the magazine. So here they are. 
 
Trying to make sense of the Corona virus pandemic. 
This is a short reflection on the consequences caused by the pandemic of the Covid-
19. In it I am trying to put into sensible words the jumble of thoughts and feelings I 
have experienced and the differing views we have been bombarded with through 
the media. I offer these thoughts in lockdown to you, maybe to challenge, hopefully 
to ponder or just ignore. 
 
For most of us the lockdown is finally easing. We see the traffic is building up, more 
shops open and people can be seen in the high street and soon we can visit the 
restaurants and hairdressers yet the church buildings are effectively shut: only 
opening with some restrictions. We still need to remember and pray for those parts 
of the world that are still in its deathly grip.  
I wonder if this is a reflection of how the Living God has been neglected in our 
society and so have asked the question. 'What on earth is God doing?' 
 
I don't know why this pandemic has happened. Pandemics have happened 
throughout human history and each one has caused radical changes. We might 
speculate as to the scientific causes of this pandemic but not the reasons.  
However, pandemics cause changes and it will be these fundamental changes that 
will define a new normal that have been put in the cauldron of thought and debate. 
 
Some might say it is for the Church to be renewed in the Holy Spirit. We glorify the 
Lord with our songs of praise but now we are told when we come together we can 
only hum. I guess we will have to lift our hands in silent praise instead. Or is lifting 
our hands an acknowledgement of our part in this human mess and our arrogance 
before God. Challenging the Church to look again at her relationship with God and 
all people can only bring goodness and peace, 
 
Some have said the reason is to teach humankind to be more loving to one another.  
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There are flames of generosity sparked by the pandemic but the division, suffering 
and hurt it has caused for those who have lost loved ones, jobs and livelihoods 
and self-isolation seems a large price to pay for this lesson. This is no new 
teaching as Christians and other major religions are already called to love our 
neighbour as ourselves: we only have to live it. 
 
Some have said this pandemic is for the healing of the world. Humankind was not 
only polluting but also poisoning the earth so Mother earth asserted herself. Yes, 
we have experienced cleaner skies, a silence to hear the birds that has become a 
spur for the introduction of greener energies. The immediate economic and social 
costs are not only going to be with us now but for generations to come. The 
pandemic may be a timely reminder that we need to hear, proclaim and act on 
the fact that the earth is a fragile environment that we are all called to show we 
care. 
 
These reasons are external influences which generate, whether we like it or not, a 
fundamental shift in our belief, faith and spirituality. I am sure for some people 
their faith in God will have been sorely tested, maybe to the point of turning away 
from God and the Church, unable to live with the disaster that, like a tsunami, has 
hit their lives. While others in their need and pain turn to God for comfort and 
strength and wanting the Church to be there. Are we, as a Church, ready to meet 
these persons who are at the extremes of these spiritual needs? 
 
As said earlier, I don't know why God has let this pandemic happen, we live in a 
fallen world: they occur. There will be stories to share that have touched the 
heart, kindness and selfless acts and for these let us be thankful. But there will be 
many people where the painful experience of Covid-19 will be painful and raw. 
We need to acknowledge that their pains, fears and worries are real, in the 
disaster that befallen them. I believe all we can do is be ready to share our Loving 
God: to be Christ to them, and walk alongside them in their journey.  To live in the 
assurance of is this: that Jesus died for ALL and rose again and the consequence of 
this is as St Paul says, 'nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord'. (Romans 8.38-39) – not even Covid-19. 
Cyril Meehan 
 
Stop Press – The Waterford Lodge is now open for business and so after 
consultation we can enjoy a full Northumberland breakfast once again. The 
following dates have be provisionally booked 8th August and 12th September at 
8.30am. For more details contact me, Cyril Meehan. 01670512879 or email me 
cyrilm123@gmail.com  

mailto:cyrilm123@gmail.com
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TOO MUCH BEETROOT IN THE 
GARDEN? TRY THIS CHUTNEY! 
 

INGREDIENTS 
2lb (1 Kg) Cooked and diced Beetroot 
( can be diced by hand but using a 
processor gives smaller pieces, its just a 
matter of preference) 
 
1 lb (500g) Peeled and diced Apple (any 
variety will do, cooking apples will give a 
tartier flavour ) 
½  lb (250g)Onions 
½ pint (290ml) Malt Vinegar 
½ lb (250g) Granulated sugar 
½ teaspoon Ginger 
½ teaspoon Lemon Essence 
½ teaspoon Salt   
 
METHOD 
 
Sterilise preserving jars, ( I fill to ¾ full 
with hot water and put in the microwave 
for about 10 mins on full power only if 
they are non metallic ) 
Simmer the Apples, Onions and Vinegar 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally 
Add the remaining ingredients and 
simmer for a further 30 minutes, stirring 
occasionally. 
When cooked, pour into the sterilised 
jars and seal. 
ENJOY 
 Makes about 3 to 4 pounds. 
 
Thanks for the recipe,  Heather. Beetroot 
lovers will love this . A recipe for naughty 
cake from me  in the next column.—ED 

 

LEMON DRIZZLE CAKE 
 
INGREDIENTS 
225g unsalted butter, softened 
225g caster sugar 
4 eggs 
225g self-raising flour 
finely grated zest 1 lemon 
For the drizzle topping 
juice 1½ lemons 
85g caster sugar 
 
METHOD 
 
Heat oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4. 
Beat together 225g softened unsalted 
butter and 225g caster sugar until pale 
and creamy, then add 4 eggs, one at a 
time, slowly mixing through. 
Sift in 225g self-raising flour, then add 
the finely grated zest of 1 lemon and mix 
until well combined. 
Line a loaf tin (8 x 21cm) with 
greaseproof paper, then spoon in the 
mixture and level the top with a spoon. 
Bake for 45-50 mins until a thin skewer 
inserted into the centre of the cake 
comes out clean. 
While the cake is cooling in its tin, mix 
together the juice of 1 ½ lemons and 85g 
caster sugar to make the drizzle. 
Prick the warm cake all over with a 
skewer or fork, then pour over the 
drizzle – the juice will sink in and the 
sugar will form a lovely, crisp topping. 
Leave in the tin until completely cool, 
then remove and serve. Will keep in an 
airtight container for 3-4 days, or freeze 
for up to 1 month. 
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Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HANDYMAN/HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
PLASTERING (SMALL JOBS) 
CONCRETING 
POINTING (STONE OR BRICK) 
PAVING 
PAINTING 
FENCING 
DEMOLITION 
GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
WEED SPRAYING 
MEDIUM SIZED TREE FELLING 

 
 COMPETITIVE RATES FOR ALL THE ABOVE 
 REFERENCES AVAILABLE AT YOUR REQUEST 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF HOME AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN. 

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE CALL ROB 

MOBILE 07729199026  HOUSE: 01670 788335 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14, 
Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose 
eye. 23, Seth.  
DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7, 
Sins. 10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 
19, ECHO. 
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The Church and the legacy of slavery 
 

The events of recent weeks have shone a spotlight on the history and legacy of the 
slave trade, prompting renewed reflection by many organisations in this country and 
across the world. The Church of England’s history in this regard is complex: marked 
both with pride in the role of William Wilberforce and others who led the long fight 
for the abolition of the slave trade and shame in the role of many other individuals, 
and the Church itself, in the trade in human beings. 
 
The bicentenary of the Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 1807 celebrated in 
2007 provided unprecedented opportunities to acknowledge the Church’s complicity. 
In a debate in 2006, the General Synod of the Church of England voted to issue an 
apology for the church’s role in sustaining the trade. The then Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams, told the debate that the Church ought to acknowledge 
its corporate and ancestral guilt. 
He said: “To speak here of repentance and apology is not words alone; it is part of our 
witness to the Gospel, to a world that needs to hear that the past must be faced and 
healed and cannot be ignored … by doing so we are actually discharging our 
responsibility to preach good news, not simply to look backwards in awkwardness 
and embarrassment, but to speak of the freedom we are given to face ourselves, 
including the unacceptable regions of … our history.” 
 
Speakers in the debate acknowledged that while the Church had played its part in 
justifying slavery, Anglicans including Wilberforce or John Newton, the former slave 
ship captain turned minister and composer of the hymn Amazing Grace, were 
powerfully motivated by their Christian faith. Wilberforce brought bills before 
Parliament for 20 successive years until legislation to abolish the trade was passed. 
 
The Church is mindful that slavery still exists today in other forms. The Church 
alongside other organisations is actively working to educate and reduce instances of 
slavery. In May 2019 the National Church Institutions issued a Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Statement in accordance with the Modern Slavery Act 2015.  This 
statement document considers both historic and current forms of slavery.  
 
The Church works closely with the Clewer Initiative with the aim of removing 
instances of human trafficking. Recent research has highlighted other links between 
the wider Church and the slave trade. An article in the Daily Telegraph on June 19, 
2020 highlights how a number of individual clergy received payments under 1833 
Abolition of Slavery Act compensating them for slaves which they or their families 
‘owned’. 
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A  spokesperson for the Church of England said: 
“While we recognise the leading role clergy and active members of the Church of 
England played in securing the abolition of slavery, it is a source of shame that others 
within the Church actively perpetrated slavery and profited from it. In 2006 the General 
Synod of the Church of England issued an apology, acknowledging the part the Church 
itself played in historic cases of slavery. The Church of England is actively committed to 
combatting slavery in all its forms today, particularly through the work of the Clewer 
Initiative which works with our 42 dioceses to help support victims of modern slavery 
and identify the signs of exploitation in their communities.” 
 
Recent events have also prompted debate about statues, monuments or other 
commemorations to those linked to the slave trade in public places in the UK, including 
some historic churches. As a result, it was recently announced that a new  commission 
is to be set up to drive forward ‘bold changes’ to ensure racial equality in the Church of 
England.  
 
The House of Bishops voted to back the creation of the Archbishops’ Racism Action 
Commission, which will start work early next year, in order to implement ‘significant 
cultural and structural’ change within the Church of England on race. The commission 
would also monitor progress in implementing change. Preparatory work ahead of the 
launch of the commission will be carried out by a Task Force, the House of Bishops said, 
as part of a ‘zero tolerance’ approach to tackling racism within the Church. 
 
The bishops said they wanted to make clear that swift action was needed to ensure 
change after a series of reports on racial justice and equality in the Church of England, 
including recommendations on action to combat racism. In spite of previous reports 
and apologies for racism within the Church of England, there has been “insufficient” 
progress towards racial justice, equality and inclusion, the bishops said.  
“For the Church to be a credible voice in calling for change across the world, we must 
now ensure that apologies and lament are accompanied by swift actions leading to real 
change,” the bishops also noted. 
 
The announcement comes after the General Synod voted in February to apologise for 
racism experienced by black and minority ethnic people in the Church of England since 
the arrival of the Windrush Generation. 
 
Speaking to the General Synod, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said there 
was “no doubt” that the Church of England was still “deeply institutionally racist”. In a 
recent vote, the bishops of the Church of England also backed reiterating an apology 
issued in 2006 by the General Synod for the Church of England’s role in the slave trade. 
From Parish Pump 
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From the Parish Registers 
 

In Memoriam 
 
July 
30th   Maureen Robson 
August 
26th  Ian Hedley 



33 The Parish Cycle of Prayer  for August 

1st  For safety as we return to our church buildings 

2nd  For those who are housebound 

3rd  That the love of God may shine through us 

4th  For our local farmers as they gather in the harvest 

5th Oswald That we will be generous to the poor and the stranger 

6th  For trainee doctors as they start  medical placements  

7th  Thank God for the healing power of his creation 

8th  Local foodbanks and charities supporting those in need  

9th Mary Sumner For the work of the Mothers Union 

10th  For those who cannot yet see families and loved ones 

11th Clare of Assisi That we would love God above all else 

12th  For those struggling to overcome addictions 

13th Florence Nightingale For all who work in healthcare at this challenging time 

14th  For those struggling to recover from Coronavirus 

15th The Blessed Virgin Mary For all women who answer God’s call 

16th  That we see the needs of those around us 

17th  For those living with dementia and for their carers 

18th  That we would know God’s peace 

19th  For our work with children  and young people 

20th William & Catherine Booth For the work of the Salvation Army 

21st  For those in Morpeth who have lost their livelihood 

22nd  For those who work on public transport 

23rd  That we will play our part in keeping others safe 

24th  That God will comfort those who feel unloved 

25th  For those going back to work and those working at home 

26th  That God gives wisdom to our Government 

27th  For teachers in local schools preparing for the new term 

28th  For those living with anxiety, stress and fear 

29th  For mental health charities coping with increased demand 

30th  All who work in our local shops and supermarkets 

31st Aidan For all those serving God far from home 
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Well they made me laugh…. 
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PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR 
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593 
PLAYTIME PLUS 
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s) 
Every TUESDAY  & Wednesday during term 
time  from 9.30 am—11 am  
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill 
Contact: Parish Office 01670 503326 
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's 
(Contact Parish Office 01670 503326) 
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH 
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (Manchester St. HQ) 
Revd Simon White (Captain) 
Mrs Val Cowan (Chaplain)      
Tel: 07887 594161 
Tuesdays: Company Section from 7.30-9pm 
GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS  
Rainbows 
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School 
3rd St Mary's Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Brownies  
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School  
St Aidan’s Wednesday Parish Hall 

3rd St Mary’s Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Guides 
2nd St James  (see contact details below) 

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly  
Tel: 01670 783434      
112kellyhpl@aol.com 
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS 
Low Stanners HQ   
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth  Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth Scouts 
Monday & Wednesday  
Morpeth Methodist Church  
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday 
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday 
Explorer Scouts- Friday  
Further information: Clive Rich  01670 511623 

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 

SAFEGUARDING—Parish Responsible Caring Group 
Pauline Young - Parish Safeguarding Officer 07779132452 

Rev. Jeremy Cooper - 07798662544 
Kathryn Brown - 07914394919 
Ann English - 07749842496 
Nick Stratford 01670 518790 

For Domestic Abuse concerns please contact either: 
Kathryn or Nick or Vivienne Sommerville - 01670 513181 

Pinewood Drive  
Lancaster Park  

Morpeth  
Northumberland  

NE61 3RD 
Tel : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher  
Mr N Reeson 

 
 

Chair of Governors   
Mr Brian Hedley (Mitford Church)  

01670 514836 hedleys@outlook.com 

http://www.morpethallsaints.com/ 

mailto:112kellyhpl@aol.com
mailto:hedleys@outlook.com
http://www.morpethallsaints.com/
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PARISH OFFICE  (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES) 
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields 
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA  Tel: 503326  
Email: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com 
Web: www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk 
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm 
 
 PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER 
 Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919 
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com 

 
PCC SECRETARY 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251 
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk 
 
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY) 
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday) 
The Rectory  Cottingwood Lane  Morpeth 
Tel: 01670 517716  
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com  
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew  Hill,  
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 
Revd Elizabeth Brown (Associate Priest) 
Tel: 07768075803 
Paul Rusby (Curate) : paulrusby1@gmail.com 
 
READERS 
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771 
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117 
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161 
 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mrs Carol Reed 513017 
Mt Jonathan Richardson 
Mr Michael Daws  515128 
 
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair) 
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520  
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 
 
FINANCE & RECORDS 
Treasurer: Mr Robert Bing 
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com 
Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: 503584 
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 
Mrs Kathleen Simpson Tel: 518209 
 
MUSICAL DIRECTORS 
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381  
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149 
 
MOTHERS UNION MORPETH BRANCH LEADER 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING  OFFICER 
Mrs Pauline Young  Tel: 511407 
 
MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel:  512879 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD) 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk 
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569 
 
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan) 
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary) 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR 
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928 
 
MORPETH ANNA CHAPLAINCY TEAM  
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper  
Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH 
WEBSITE 
www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/
policies.htm  
For Safeguarding, see previous page 
and also Diocesan policies on 
www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx 
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