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D C THOMPSON 
PROPERTY & GARDENING   

MAINTENANCE 
All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance 

Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled 
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs 

Just the price that suits you right 
Phone at any time for help and advice 

7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL 
Tel: 01670 520203 

Phil Walker APFS 

Chartered Financial Planner 

Specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 

• Investment Growth 

• Retirement Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Saving 

• Long Term Care Planning 

St. James's Place Partnership  
19E The Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill Road,  

Blagdon, Northumberland, NE13 6DA 

Tel: 01670 789797 or 07711 556332 Fax: 01670 789963  
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk   Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

 
  

To offer support, care and social contact to those experiencing mental  
health problems and their carers 

FREE 1 -2-1 Counselling   Fun Activities   Support and Advice 
Drop In to the Coffee Den for a welcoming cuppa 

Open Tue – Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm                             See ya soon 

Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group 
Ltd 

7 Grey’s Yard, Oldgate 
Morpeth  NE61 1QD 

01670 510652   

mailto:phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjpp.co.uk/philwalker
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“Apocalypse Now!” 
I don’t often read many fiction books as the pile of theological and non-fiction 
books by my bed seems to be so much higher, so I often find myself trying to 
plough through the thick mire of NT Wright’s theological musings or feeding my 
curiosity with my Christmas book of Dan Jacksons, "The Northumbrians". But last 
year I found myself reading C J Sansom's book "Dominion". It’s a fictional story a 
bit like Robert Harris’s, “Fatherland” both of which fictionalise an alternative to 
what might have happened if Britain had tipped into a Fascist state, brokering a 
peace deal with Germany, rather than declaring war in 1939. In Sept 1938 the 
then prime minister Neville Chamberlain made the famous declaration at the 
Munich Agreement and the Anglo-German Declaration where he declared there 
would be “Peace in our time” If adhered to, it would in effect have made Britain 
the lap dog of  Hitler’s third Reich. It was a scary story 
of how as a nation we so nearly did find ourselves as a 
country dictated to by Adolf Hitler. I was amazed to 
read of just how close we came to such a horrendous 
conclusion. If it was not for individual leaders such as 
Winston Churchill and Parliament only just tipping the 
balance in favour of challenging Hitler, the world we 
live in today might have looked very different. 
And yet those turbulent years of 1938/39 feel 
ominously close today.  
Charismatic leaders; potential conflicts in Europe;  
the growth in Nationalism and anti-immigrant, anti-Semitic/Islamic rhetoric;  
the movement of “me,me,me” and a loss of unity and togetherness, built up 
since the end of WW2, feels familiar (although I was not around in 1939 even 
though some people think I was!) .  
As I look at today’s world stage I’m not sure if I am watching a comedy, a tragedy 
or an apocalyptic finale and its worrying!  
How do we, as Christians, react to such turbulent times? Many of us will be 
firmly on one side of the fence or the other, while others may well feel more 
comfortable sitting on top of it, however painful! Some might say we need to 
have a loud voice of challenge, to take up arms in protest, while others may well 
think that being part of a democratic society means we need to support the 
majority and make the best out of a bad mess. There is no right or wrong.  
Jesus lived in turbulent times himself and whilst others like Simon the Zealot 
thought that meant revolution, Jesus scuppered that by riding into Jerusalem not 
on a war horse but on a donkey.  

  
“If God wanted 
he could call  

all the  
heavenly host 

down tomorrow 
and stop  
all this  

shenanigans” 
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Later when Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane with the disciples, Judas 
came with an armed mob to arrest Jesus and one of the disciples drew his 
sword and struck the Chief Priest’s servant. Jesus told him (Matt 26:52) to 
“Put your sword back in its place,”...  “for all who draw the sword will die by 
the sword.”  
Overthrowing power using power is not the way Jesus works and I’m not 
sure it’s what we are called to do. In verse 53 Jesus goes on to say “Do you 
think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more 
than twelve legions of angels?”  
If God wanted to, he could call all the heavenly host down tomorrow and 
stop all this shenanigans, but he doesn’t. Why? Because free will is both a 
gift and challenge to a Christian. We are told by Jesus in John 15:19 “If you 
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.” 

We live in the world but we don’t have to be of the world. We need to 
engage not with force or anguish, but with wisdom and the knowledge that 
God is always working, even in the most dire of times.  
Corrie Ten Boom, who escaped the Nazi concentration camps of World War 
2, said "Faith sees the invisible, believes the unbelievable and receives the 
impossible”. Maybe that should be our reaction; to pray for eyes that see 
more than the circus before us and to engage actively  in prayer and the way 
we live. Anne Frank, a Jewish concentration camp victim, said “I must uphold 
my ideals for perhaps the time will come when I shall be able to carry them 
out” She also said “..in spite of everything I still believe that people are really 
good at heart”. She suffered greatly and lost her life at Belsen, but even so 
with faith believed that God would always win through.  
It is that kind of faith we need today. So pray that God gives you fresh sight 
and a new spirit because he is always with us, never abandons and is always 
full of wisdom.  
St John tells us in 1 John 2:15-16  “Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the world; for all that is 
in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in 
riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. And the world and its 
desires are passing away, but those who do the will of God live forever.”  
 
So trust in God, believe he is at work even when all around feels chaotic and 
all feels lost. Dear Lord give us the assurance of your saving grace we pray. 
Amen.   
G Bless Simon  
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Many of you will know that the Morpeth Branch of the 
Mothers’ Union established a link with the Morpeth Branch 
of the Mothers’ Union in St James Church, Morpeth New 
South Wales, a number of years ago.   

Since then we have welcomed several visitors from Morpeth-Down-Under to 
Morpeth-UK and our previous Rector, Revd Robert McClean also did a short ‘job
-swap’ (or perhaps should that be a ‘spiritual exchange’) with his opposite 
number, which was highly beneficial to everyone concerned.  
Imagine our concern, then , when news of the horrendous bush fires in 
Australia was a nightly horror-show on the news channels. What was happening 
in Morpeth NSW? Thank goodness that Pat Baker decided to find out. She sent 
an email to our friends and here is the response…..   
 

“Thank you for your email. I am Jacqueline Drewe, the Rector of St 
James' since December 2018. It is lovely to know you are thinking 
of us. Morpeth has not been threatened by the bushfires but we 
have all become accustomed to living with great amounts of 
smoke and air pollution. Sometimes, when the fires are in nearby 
areas, we are covered in showers of falling ash. There have been 
some rather apocalyptic moments where the sky turns dark during 
the day or the sun sets blood red.  

Our grass is very dry, and the dams have dried up. We are seeing changes in the 
local wildlife because habitats have been destroyed. There were some birds in 
the garden of the rectory this morning that would never normally come to our 
area. However, we are safe, and our worship continues. I said to our faithful 
people at Epiphany that we gather as people who are conscious of the 
devastation around us; yet we gather as people called to worship God in all 
times and in all places, and to pray with confidence to the one who is revealed 
to us as the light of the world. Perhaps you could share this letter with your 
congregation in case there are others 
who are thinking of us. 
Every blessing, Jacqueline” 
You can see how parched the grass is, but 
thankfully, since we got this news, there 
has been some rain and Pauline Young 
and the MU members here in Morpeth 
are very much ‘on the case’. Please do 
keep our Australian friends in your 
thoughts and prayers. Val Pope 



6 

A Sonnet for Candlemas 
Though the 12 days of Christmas end at Twelth Night and Epiphany, there is 
another sense in which this season, in which we reflect on the great 
mystery of God in Christ as an infant, continues until February 2nd, the 
Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 
This feast came to be called by the shorter and more beautiful name of 
Candlemas because the day it celebrates, recorded in Luke 2:22-40, is the 
day the old man Simeon took the baby in his arms and recognised him as ‘A 
Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel.’ It became 
the custom of the church to light a central candle and bring it to the altar to 
represent the Christ-light, and also on the occasion of this feast to bless all 
the ‘lights’ or candles in the church, praying that all who saw that outward 
and visible light would remember also and be blessed by the inner light of 
Christ ‘who lightens everyone who comes into the world.’ 
It had always been prophesied that God would one day come into the 
Temple that human beings had built for him, though Solomon, who built 
the first temple had said ‘even the Heavens are too small to hold you much 
less this temple I have built’. Candlemas is the day we realise that eternity 
can come into time and touch us in the form of a tiny child, that God 
appears at last in His Temple, not as a transcendent overlord, but as a 
vulnerable pilgrim, coming in His Love to walk the road of life along side us. 
They came, as called, according to the Law. 
 

Though they were poor and had to keep things simple, 
They moved in grace, in quietness, in awe, 
For God was coming with them to His temple. 
Amidst the outer court’s commercial bustle 
They’d waited hours, enduring shouts and shoves, 
Buyers and sellers, sensing one more hustle, 
Had made a killing on the two young doves. 
They come at last with us to Candlemas 
And keep the day the prophecies came true 
We glimpse with them, amidst our busyness, 
The peace that Simeon and Anna knew. 
For Candlemas still keeps His kindled light, 
Against the dark our Saviour’s face is bright. 

 
Malcolm Guite 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/ 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/
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Floe Pilates, Fitness and Wellbeing  
offers small group Pilates classes  
and one to one fitness sessions 

A maximum of ten people per class  
means you get the attention you need 

 
Classes available throughout the week and at weekends 
New beginners class starting at 10amTuesday 24th September 
at St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill  
 Get in touch for more information and to book your space.  

floepilates@gmail.com 

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together Asylum Seekers Support Group  
West End Refugee Service & Justice and Peace Refugee Project 

The WERS website is currently saying that they are still unable to accept any dona-
tions of clothing etc for their clothing store, as all their storage areas are full. 
I have also received an email from the Justice and Peace Project to tell me that they 
have received some very generous donations of bedding recently.  Usually they have 
a huge demand for this but the demand has more or less dried up this year, probably 
because of the very mild winter.  Consequently, they have a huge glut of bedding and 
can't take any more at the moment.  So they want people to hang fire on bedding 
donations for the time being.  I am sure both of these Projects will require more 
stocks before long.  I will let you know when their stores are open again for dona-
tions.  Meanwhile please keep donations of food and toiletries coming. Thank you for 
your continued support.       Margaret Brock 

mailto:floepilates@gmail.com
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Pancake Day, or Shrove Tuesday, is the 
traditional feast day before the start of Lent 
on Ash Wednesday. In 2020 Shrove Tuesday 
falls on February 25th.Traditionally, Shrove 
Tuesday was the last chance for people to 
use up eggs and ‘fats’ before Lent and 
pancakes were a good way of using up 
those ingredients. Here are two recipes.. 

 
Easy vegan pancakes—
Ingredients 
300g self-raising flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 tbsp sugar (any kind) 
1 tbsp vanilla extract 

400ml plant-based milk (oat, almond or 
soya) 
1 tbsp vegetable oil for cooking 
To serve (optional) banana slices, 
blueberries, maple syrup, vegan chocolate 
chips, plant-based yogurt 
 
Method 
Whisk the flour, baking powder, sugar, 
vanilla extract and a pinch of salt in a bowl 
using a balloon whisk until mixed. Slowly 
pour in the milk until you get a smooth, 
thick batter. 
Heat a little of the oil in a non-stick frying 
pan over a medium-low heat, and add 2 
tbsp batter into the pan at a time to make 
small, round pancakes. You will need to do 
this in batches of two-three at a time. Cook 
for 3-4 mins until the edges are set, and 
bubbles are appearing on the surface. Flip 
the pancakes over and cook for another 2-3 
mins until golden on both sides and cooked 
through. Keep warm in a low oven while 
you cook the remaining pancakes.  
Serve stacked with lots of toppings of your 
choice.  

American pancakes— 
 
Ingredients 
200g self-raising flour 
1 ½ tsp baking powder 
1 tbsp golden caster sugar 

3 large eggs 
25g melted butter 
plus extra for cooking 
200ml milk 
vegetable oil, for cooking 
To serve 
maple syrup 
toppings of your choice, such as cooked 
bacon, chocolate chips, blueberries or 
peanut butter and jam 
 
Method 
Mix the flour, baking powder, caster sugar 
and a pinch of salt together in a large bowl. 
Create a well in the centre with the back of 
your spoon then add the eggs, melted 
butter and milk. Whisk together either with 
a balloon whisk or electric hand beaters 
until smooth then pour into a jug. 
Heat a small knob of butter and 1 tsp of oil 
in a large, non-stick frying pan over a 
medium heat. When the butter looks frothy 
pour in rounds of the batter, approximately 
8cm wide. Make sure you don’t put the 
pancakes too close together as they will 
spread during cooking. Cook the pancakes 
on their first side for about 1-2 mins or until 
lots of tiny bubbles start to appear and pop 
on the surface. Flip the pancakes over and 
cook for a further minute on the other side. 
Repeat until all the batter is used up. 
Serve your pancakes stacked up on a plate 
with a drizzle of maple syrup and any of 
your favourite toppings. 
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From Canon Brian Hedley 
 

My collation document given to me by the Bishop, 
confirms that as a member of the Collage of Canons, I 
have, ‘a seat, a place and a voice’ in our Cathedral 
Church. A Canon’s appointment is for 5 years in the first 
place, but Bishops can invite post-holders to take up 
further periods of office. I am currently serving my 

second term of five years. A Canon’s ‘seat’ commemorates an influential 
woman or man of faith and influence in our region.  I am privileged to be 
the first person to occupy the stall named after Ralph Hedley, Victorian 
artist and wood carver. From 1882 until 1889, he and his workshop 
produced the chancel furniture including bishop’s seat and rood screen, 
all by hand. Ralph is no relation, sadly!  There are ten Lay Canons at our 
cathedral from across the diocese from all walks of life. 
Canons take Oaths and make Declarations as required by Law and 
Statute. Once we are installed by the Dean, our work begins! During my 
first period of service, the greatest and most profound task was to vote 
on the appointment of our new bishop – every Canon had to individually 
declare their decision in front of the other College members. The next 
most important, regular duty is for me to pray every day for our 
Cathedral, its community and its Mission. As you can imagine, everything 
and everyone concerned with the proposal to make ‘Sacred Space 
Common Ground’, has been a strong focus for many years now. You can 
read about the project elsewhere – I commend the regular posts from 
the Dean and others on Facebook if you have access. 
Dozens of volunteers from across the diocese offer themselves regularly 
to the daily life and work at St Nic’s. Duty Chaplains, for example, of 
which I am one, play an important part in the mission and life of the 
cathedral. Our daily presence and offering of hospitality and welcome 
are key to the Christian values we hold dear. We are there to respond to 
the pastoral needs of the countless visitors who come – many seeking 
counsel. We are there to listen, and to pray with or for anyone who asks 
for this. We take a leading role in the daily round of prayer and worship 
that the Cathedral offers. Duty Chaplains say public prayers from the 
nave pulpit, on the hour, when everyone in the building is invited to stop 
and take a moment together. Of course, we are there for the cathedral 
staff, too, and it’s a privilege to walk the talk in partnership with them.  
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The huge team of volunteers to which I belong, covers a wide range of 
folk including Canons, stipendiary clergy, retired priests, Readers and lay 
folk. Some act as ‘Welcomers’ – the first to greet visitors; our 
embroiderers keep vestments and frontals in good order; those with DIY 
skills ensure that the building looks at its best; Tour guides offer an in-
depth and fascinating history of our Cathedral and its place in the city; 
Flower arrangers provide fabulous floral designs; Community history 
volunteers ensure our monuments and artworks are around for 
generations to come; Calligraphers contribute to our official documents; 
Bell ringers maintain a tradition going back hundreds of years at our 
Cathedral.  
Whatever our role, we each have an opportunity to serve in a sacred 
space, meeting and welcoming our sisters and brothers on common 
ground and sending out the message of God’s love for all people. There 
are many ways to get involved! If you have a skill or passion which isn’t 
listed, please still get in touch with the Project Team via email:  
CGISS@stnicholascathedral.co.uk or call: 0191 232 1939 

Bible Storytelling in First Schools 
 
Do you like telling stories? 
Especially stories from the Bible? 
Do you have an hour to spare (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) 
during term time? 
 

If the answer to one or more of these is YES - please read on 
Currently the Parish goes into 2 of our first schools every week to tell the children 
stories from the Bible.  This is really good fun and the children love it.  Using the 
wonderful Lion Storyteller Bible, which is just right for the age of the children, and 
scripted introductions, conclusions and prayers, from Open the Book, children are 
learning the stories that many of us learned when we were at school. Open the 
Book has been going into schools for 20 years, telling bible stories, dressing up 
(either the volunteers or the children - or both) and engaging young people in 
God’s story.  
We have a very small team here in the Parish of Morpeth and I would love to re-
cruit some more volunteers.  Training will be given, so you don’t have to worry 
about what to do.  If you think this might be something you would like to be in-
volved in, please contact me.  You won’t regret it! 
Val Cowan 

mailto:CGISS@stnicholascathedral.co.uk
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The Worst Joke in the World 
 

Jesus and Satan were having an on-going argument about who was better on 
the computer. 
They had been going at it for days, and frankly God was tired of hearing all the 
bickering. 
 
Finally fed up, God said, 'THAT'S IT! I have had enough. I am going to setup a 
test that will run for two hours, and from those results, I will judge who does 
the better job.' So Satan and Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away. 
 
They moused. 
They faxed. 
They e-mailed. 
They e-mailed with attachments. 
They downloaded. 
They did spreadsheets! 
They wrote reports. 
They created labels and cards. 
They created charts and graphs. 
They did some genealogy reports . 
They did every job known to man. 
 
Jesus worked with heavenly efficiency and Satan was faster than hell. Then, ten 
minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, 
thunder rolled, rain poured, and, of course, the power went off. Satan stared at 
his blank screen and screamed every curse word known in the underworld. 
 
Jesus just sighed. Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them 
restarted their computers. Satan started searching frantically, screaming: 'It's 
gone! It's all GONE! 'I lost everything when the power went out!' Meanwhile, 
Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files from the past two hours of 
work. 
Satan observed this and became irate. 'Wait!' he screamed. 'That's not fair! He 
cheated! How come he has all his work and I don't have any?' 
 

God just shrugged and said, JESUS SAVES… 

 
(Maureen Chester’s suggestion this went in. Glad to oblige,  of course….Ed.) 
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♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣ 
BRIDGE CLASSES IN MORPETH 

Come and learn the most intriguing game in the world 
Stimulate your brain and make new friends 

Classes to suit all levels: 
Beginners - Year 1 -  Wednesday evening (another when demand is shown) 
Developing Bridge - Year 2 - Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening 
Continuing Bridge -Tuesday morning 
            We are happy to teach small groups on request. 
  For more information please contact: 
       Aileen Cunningham   01670 513369 
       John Kingcome   01670 513469 
       Cyril Meehan   01670 5129879 
 or visit our website www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk 

Play and learn sessions with help from teachers. Just drop in – with or without 
a partner.  Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 4.30 pm  ongoing , including holidays 

at Hepscott Village Hall 

 

• Top quality used vehicles 
• Comprehensive warranty 

When you produce this advert 
See our wide selection at 

www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk 
Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1 

http://www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk
http://www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2020 
This year the World Day of Prayer will take place on Friday, 6th 
March 2020, at 2 pm in the Methodist Church, Howard Road, 
Morpeth.  The service has been prepared by the Christian Women 
of Zimbabwe who call us to Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk.   
We are encouraged to reflect on the difficulties and unrest that 

have plagued their country over many years.  They share the challenges they have 
met and the hopes they have for the future and invite us to support them as they 
continue their often turbulent journey towards full reconciliation in love an peace. 
All are welcome to attend the service which is being hosted by the Baptist Church 
and the venue is Morpeth Methodist Church.  We are seeking people to join the 
band and choir for the service and there are two rehearsal mornings on Fridays 
21st February and 28th February at 11 am in the church.  Please come along if you 
would like to play in the band or sing in the choir.   
 
Zimbabwe, in the south-east of Africa, is a land-locked country of immense beauty 
and diversity, almost 400,000 square kilometres (nearly twice the size of the UK). It 
lies between the mighty rivers of Limpopo to the south and the Zambesi to the north. 
It shares borders with South Africa, Botswana, Zambia and Mozambique, and the 
Inyanga and Udzi mountains stretch along its eastern border.  It is rich in natural 
resources and minerals, among them coal, copper, nickel, gold and diamonds.  On 
the Zambesi and at the point where Zambia, Botswana and Zimbabwe and Namibia 
meet are the dramatic Victoria Falls – a major tourist attraction. There are distinct 
seasons – cool dry winters (July – October), hot dry summers (November – March) 
and rainy season from April to June. In the eastern mountains there are tropical 
forests but most of the country is savanna where big game animals (elephants, 
rhinos, lions, leopards, water buffalo) are found.  Among the numerous flowers the 
flame lily is the national flower of Zimbabwe. 
 
Zimbabwe's two largest cities are Harare (the capital and seat of government) and 
Bulawayo. Its major industries include mining and agriculture.  On independence in 
1980 Zimbabwe declared access to education a basic human right but, in spite of one 
of the highest literacy rates in Africa, education is not free and some children in rural 
areas cannot afford or access schools, colleges and universities.  
 
Missionaries brought Christianity to Zimbabwe just before the establishment of 
colonial rule.  They built schools, hospitals and churches many of which are still in use 
today. Churchs work closely with the colonial government to deliver health and 
education but, as time went on, became increasingly critical of injustice and lack of 
democracy and supported the movement for independence and black majority 
rights.  They had high expectations of independence in 1980 and despite the many 
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problems, have continued to encourage the country to find its way democratically 
and peacefully.  The current Zimbabwean constitution allows for freedom to gather 
together for worship.  Christianity if the main religion (80%) with the rest of the 
population following Islam, Judaism and traditional African religions. 
 
About 16 million people live in Zimbabwe and about 50% of them are young.  16 
official languages, reflecting the tribal history of the region, the majority of which are 
Shona and Ndbele and English is first language for only 2% of the population.    
Women make up 51% of the population and play a significant role in the socio-
economic life of the country.  Many rural households are headed by women, since 
husbands often migrate to towns to find work and young people leave their villages 
for neighbouring African countries or elsewhere in the world.  Because of a complex 
interplay of economic, social and historical factors women and girls often face 
systematic disadvantage, especially if they are poor, live in rural areas or are from 
particular social groups.  Various groups are lobbying for gender equality and some 
laws have been enacted to protect women against gender-based violence.   
 
It is nearly always women who look after those with disabilities, physical, mental and 
emotional. Autism is a particular problems as the condition is widely misunderstood 
and generally not supported.  Cervical and breast cancer affect many women, while 
typhoid, cholera and HIV/AIDS are responsible for many deaths.  The highest incident 
of AIDS is in southern Africa, and in Zimbabwe it accounts for many children left 
without parents, who now have to act a head of the family, caring for young siblings.  
Some life with grandparents but have to work to help earn money for the basic 
necessities of life.  Some years ago UNICEF noted that 1in 4 children in Zimbabwe has 
lost one or both parents due to HIV and other causes.   
 
Zimbabwe has a rich tradition of art and craftwork- textiles, basketry, metalwork, 
wood and stone carving, wire and bead work jewellery and recycled paper products 
to name just a few.  Sold from roadside stalls and artists' studios, the near collapse of 
the tourist industry (due to global economic crises and internal political problems) 
has affected the livelihoods of craft producers in Zimbabwe. However innovative 
product designers are blending traditional skills with contemporary design, whilst 
traditional potters are still make functional pots using shapes, decorative motifs and 
firing techniques that have remained largely unchanged over centuries.   
 
The power inherent in World Day of Prayer Zimbabwe is seen in the tradition of 
praying and helping the needy in the communities. WDP has grown from churches to 
schools, from universities to girls and women's organisations.  The circle of prayer 
and the call to help those in need has rippled out around Zimbabwe.   
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Young People’s Mission Trip to Botswana 
 
You may have noticed that some of our young people, together with a 
team of volunteers, have been doing fundraising in the Parish for their 
trip to Botswana.  I hope this article will give everyone an idea of what 
this is all about! 
The Diocese of Botswana is one of Newcastle’s Link dioceses  and 
exchanges between the two dioceses have been happening for many 
years now, including youth exchanges.   
Botswana is country in southern Africa to the north of South Africa, it was 
formerly the British Protectorate of Bechuanaland, and became an 
independent member of the Commonwealth in September 1966 and is 
currently Africa’s oldest continuous democracy. 
The trip is planned for August 2021 and will last for about 2 weeks.  We 
had originally planned the mission for August this year but Bishop Metlha 
is keen to be involved in the mission and, because of the Lambeth 
Conference this coming summer, will not be in Botswana at the time we 
originally intended to go.  The Lambeth Conference does, however, give 
us the opportunity for the team and the young people to meet with him 
when he comes to our Diocese around the Conference, and allows the 
team to ensure that the projects we are hoping to work with are the ones 
which will help the church in Botswana the most.  Bishop Christine is also 
hoping to come with the team.  The team will be based in Gaborone, the 
capital and will hopefully be working with the Holy Cross Hospice, and St. 
Peter’s Day Care centre (a nursery) among others.  In the past, young 
people have done painting and decorating, gardening, playing with 
children in the nurseries and meeting with and working with some of the 
young people in the church. The team will be staying in Gaborone, either 
in a hostel or a hotel and will have the opportunity to meet with families 
who worship at Holy Cross Cathedral and share in some of their everyday 
lives. 
 
Currently we have 12 young people from Morpeth who are signed up, 
most of them are part of either Wild and Free (our ecumenical youth 
group) or the Boys’ Brigade.  They have been working hard fundraising for 
well over a year now and have raised the majority of the money needed, 
either through their own efforts or through grant funding.   
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They have baked cakes, packed bags, organised quizzes and meals in 
restaurants, some of them braved the North Sea on New Year’s Day 2019, 
they have cycled, had stalls at various events including Morpeth Parish’s 
Advent Market. 
In the period before the team travels, as well as further fund raising efforts,  
the young people will meet to learn about Botswana and its culture, 
hopefully learn a few words of Setswana (although nearly everyone speaks 
English as well), think about what they hope to learn from the Mission, think 
about team work, learn about the Anglican Church in Botswana and have an 
opportunity to discuss their hopes and fears about the Mission. 
 
We want to thank you for your support of our young people so far and ask 
you to talk to them if you see them selling cakes in church or packing bags in 
Morrison’s.  If you want to know more about this exciting Mission please talk 
to Simon White, Emily Gibson or me. 
      
Val Cowan  
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God in the Arts 
‘He gave us eyes to see them’: William Blake’s engravings of Job 

 

The canticle we call the Benedicite began its life as the Song of the 
Three Holy Children. In the midst of their terrifying ordeal in the 
burning fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego praise God. 
They call on the sky above, the seasons, and all that grows and moves 
on the earth to join them. Their song invites the whales in the sea, the 
birds of the air and all creatures to echo their praise. Finally, they ask 
all people who are holy and humble in heart to bless God the creator 
of all that is. 
 
During this year we are exploring the glory and wonder of creation, 
especially animals and birds. The song of the Benedicite praising that 
creation is born of pain and testing. That ordeal is the theme of 
another book in the Old Testament - Job. We are told that he was an 
upright, blameless man, but he suffered. That pain tested his faith and 
he demanded an explanation from God.  
The book of Job inspired the visionary work of the poet and painter, 
William Blake. In 1823 he began creating a series of 22 engravings 
illustrating Job which were based on earlier water-colours. Plate 13 
depicts God answering Job out of the whirlwind. We can read of this in 
chapters 39-41. God asks Job if he was present at creation. Indeed, can 
he even begin to understand the marvels of this world - the mountain 
goat giving birth, a horse running through a meadow, or the eagle 
soaring in the sky. They praise God like the creatures in the Benedicite 
by their very being. And finally, God points to Behemoth and Leviathan 
- the hippopotamus and the crocodile - who are symbols of power and 
brute strength. They are shown in Plate 15 and fill the orb of the 
world, just as they dominate creation.  
 
God answers Job with this catalogue of wonders to assure him that He 
is the Creator, but He does respond to the cry of humanity. Job may 
not understand the stars above nor the earth beneath his feet, but 
through meeting God, his life has gained meaning and value. His 
fortunes are restored, and he ends his days as one of the holy and 
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humble of heart who praise God in the Benedicite. The Three Children 
of the fiery furnace and Job - they assure us that this world is full of 
wonders and glory that show the handiwork of God. When we realise 
that, we will join them in singing hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
The Rev Michael Burgess 
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Signs & Wonders 
POST CHRISTMAS GIGGLES 

In response to the Christmas travel-bloopers, Noel Common, who goes to Spain 
a lot, sent us … “an email sent to a friend from a rented property . The writer 
was quite shocked when I explained to her how she  had ended the message but 
pleased that I had told her as it was her standard letter which she had been 
sending out for quite a while……….. 
 
“Good afternoon….I am sending you a map of Cazorla with the signposted 
footpath to the house. If you prefer to use GPS, I recommended that you write 
destination address "Solar Walk" will guide you much more directly. Take this 
opportunity to ask you to let me know the approximate time of your arrival, to 
spare you expect. The person who will receiving you is called Maeva, her phone 
number it is *******. You can call she when you arrive, or if  have difficulty 
finding the house, she will help you.  A greeting and good riddance!” 
 
We found a few more….. 
Car rental brochure in Tokyo: When passenger of foot heave in sight, tootle the 
horn. Trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he still obstacles your passage, 
then tootle him with vigour. 
Booklet about using hotel air conditioning system in Japan: Cooles and heates; 
if you want condition of warm air in your room, please control yourself. 
In a hotel in Munich: In your room you will find a minibar which is filled with 
alcoholics 
 A Polish restaurant: Salad a firm’s own make; limpid red beet soup with cheesy 
dumplings in the form of a finger; roasted duck let loose; beef rashers beaten in 
the country people’s fashion.  
And some oddly translated instructions for tourists…. 
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COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters 
Family Firm Established 1920 

 Day & Night Service 

 Very Competitive Prices 

 Chapel of Rest 

 Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRICK SPEIRS 
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 
 

new installations, rewires, sockets, 
fuse board upgrades, lighting, 

electrical installation condition reports 
free estimates and advice, fully insured 

professional friendly service 
 

mob. 07969908064 
tel. 01670 226239 

email. paddyspeirs@gmail.com 
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Maybe next year…….? 
 

Some churches advertise a ceremony of 
the blessing of chalk on or near the festival 
of Epiphany. What exactly is the 
significance and purpose of this annual 
observance in the church calendar? 
  

The blessing and distribution of chalks with which houses are marked with a special 
logo commemorating the visit of the Magi is a custom that seems to have originated in 
and spread from Central Europe at the end of the Middle Ages. 
On or near the feast of the Epiphany, and conveniently close to the beginning of a New 
Year, the tradition has been to ask God’s blessing on homes and mark the door post or 
lintel with chalks that have been blessed for that purpose. The doors are chalked with 
the legendary names or initials of the three Magi, and the numerals of the New Year, 
connected with a series of crosses. The initials C, M, and B commemorate the Magi, 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, but also stand for the Latin prayer-request Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat: “May Christ bless this house.”  
 
In this way, the door of a house would be marked for the relevant year. This year the 
inscription reads:  20+C+M+B+20. 
This domestic ritual can be performed as a family gathers together around the main 
entrance of a house, and a senior member of the household does the chalking with 
appropriate words: that “as the three Wise Men followed the star of God’s Son who 
became man, may Christ bless our home and remain with us through the New Year.” If 
there is sufficient space over the door, the full names of the Magi are often displayed, 
and children are invited to decorate the names with three crowns. 
This Epiphany ceremony is a simple but meaningful act of witness which symbolises 
Christian willingness to offer hospitality and shelter to the Magi on their journey to 
Bethlehem, and also, by extension in today’s world, to welcome all and sundry who 
love or are seeking the Lord’s Christ. 
As a valuable link between church and home and family, this old custom deserves to 
be better known by Anglicans. It is, moreover, a constant reminder that Christ is 
incarnate in the love and care we show each other in our ordinary lives together, and 
also our relationship with friends and strangers who cross the threshold of our homes 
in the course of the year. 
Canon Terry Palmer, Magor, Monmouthshire 
  
Thanks to Maureen Chester, for telling us about this custom, after celebrating Holy 
Communion with the blessing of chalks on January 5th in St Bartholomew’s Church, 
Cresswell, with Revd Mina Munns, Priest in Charge of  the Parish of Cresswell and 
Lynemouth. Maybe we should do it next year?  Ed. 
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Loneliness 
Loneliness is increasingly significant in our world. More and more people 
live on their own. For those who enjoy solitude it is a good choice.  But for 
those who find themselves alone and lonely, it can be crippling. Having a 
friend on Facebook is a poor substitute for having a friend in reality. And 
even people in a family can find themselves burdened by loneliness – to be 
in a relationship with someone where there is no love can be even lonelier 
than being single. 
Christians believe that the God they worship has promised that he will never 
leave or forsake them. When faced with loneliness that can be profoundly 
comforting. One of the blessings of the Christian faith is that it draws people 
into community. When a local church is functioning effectively, people find 
friendship, encouragement, help in time of need, and opportunities to use 
their skills in the service of others. (It must be added, unfortunately, that in 
churches which are not functioning effectively it is possible to find only 
boredom and duty.) 
The shared sense of purpose that can be found in a Christian community 
changes the way people regard their activity throughout the whole course 
of a week. A new sense of purpose lights up people’s lives as they find 
themselves acting as ambassadors representing Jesus in their 
neighbourhoods. It is sometimes the case that people look for the answer to 
loneliness by seeking the one man or woman with whom to have a lifelong 
relationship. Although that is a good and proper thing, it is not the best 
starting-point when it comes to addressing loneliness because yearning for 
romance can stop you finding friendship. People are not attracted to those 
who tell everyone how needy they are. Instead, people are attracted to 
those who are enjoying their lives, generous with their skills and time, and 
have a sense of purpose. Those are all things that you can do something 
positive about, and a church is a good context for them (although not the 
only context). Sometimes friendship leads to romance but, even if it doesn’t, 
friendship is a wonderful thing in a lonely world. 
 
Practical suggestions: 
• Countering loneliness involves taking action: 
• filling your time with activities that benefit people who are in need, 
• joining clubs where people work together at things, 
• coming alongside those who follow Jesus to seek answers to the 

biggest questions in life, 
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• enjoying things (such as reading) which are best done solitarily, 
• recognising the moments at which loneliness is likely to make you 

feel depressed and taking immediate action to get busy. 
What the Bible says about it: 
Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to 
entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels 
without knowing it … Be content with what you have, because God has 
said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with 
confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can human 
beings do to me?’ Hebrews 13:1,2,5,6 
These words come at the end of a long letter by an unknown author to 
Jewish Christians about thirty years after Jesus, encouraging them to 
persevere in the face of persecution. 
What others say: 
Aelred of Rievaulx, monk, 1110-1167: No medicine is more valuable than a 
friend. He will be someone whose soul will be to us a refuge to creep into 
when the world is altogether too much for us, and someone to whom we 
can confide all our thoughts. His spirit will give us the comforting kiss that 
heals all the sickness of our preoccupied hearts. He will weep with us when 
we are troubled, and rejoice when we are happy. He will always be there to 
consult when we are in doubt. And we will be so deeply bound to him in our 
hearts that even when he is far away we shall find him together with us in 
spirit. 
Martin Sheen, actor: How we make up for brokenness is through each 
other, and I believe that is how God finds us. In each other. You don’t have 
to do it by yourself and you shouldn’t try. 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta, 1910-1997: Loneliness and the feeling of being 
unwanted is the most terrible poverty … Spread love everywhere you go – 
first of all in your own house. Let no one ever come to you without leaving 
better and happier. Be the living expression of God’s kindness; kindness in 
your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, 1906-1945: Let him who cannot be alone 
beware of community. Let him who is not in community beware of being 
alone. 
https://christianity.org.uk 
 
With thanks to Gena Fleming, who asked me to include something about 
loneliness in this edition—Ed. 

https://christianity.org.uk
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FEBRUARY CROSSWORD 
Across 
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — 
heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books 
of Esdras and the Maccabees are part 
of it (9) 
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in 
view of God’s mercy, to — your bodies 
as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 
22 David’s plea to God concerning 
those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — 
— let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)  
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to 
God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) 
(9,4) 
Answers on P 30 

Down 
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, 
killed in battle by the Philistines (1 
Samuel 4:11) (6) 
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim 
religion (8) 
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, 
but — him as if he were your father’ (1 
Timothy 5:1) (6) 
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 
36:11) (4) 
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites 
concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to 
— your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry 
(1,1,1) 
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; 
they are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 
56:5) (8) 
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bring-
ing back to life a widow’s son in Nain 
(Luke 7:16) (3) 
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he 
wasn’t rescued from the cistern where 
he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 
18 What the prophets do to a wall, 
with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) 
(4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 
21 Noah was relieved when the flood 
waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) 
(6) 
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power 
and authority to do this to diseases 
(Luke 9:1) (4) 
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Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HANDYMAN/HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
PLASTERING (SMALL JOBS) 
CONCRETING 
POINTING (STONE OR BRICK) 
PAVING 
PAINTING 
FRNCING 
DEMOLITION 
GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
WEED SPRAYING 
MEDIUM SIZED TREE FELLING 

 
 COMPETITIVE RATES FOR ALL THE ABOVE 
 REFERENCES AVAILABLE AT YOUR REQUEST 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF HOME AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN. 

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE CALL ROB 

MOBILE 07729199026  HOUSE: 01670 788335 
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Lent 
a good time to deepen your prayer life 

 
Lent is a time to take stock of ourselves spiritually.  This includes setting 
aside extra time for prayer.  Here are some helpful things to remember as 
you settle down to it:  
 
People have been praying since Adam had a grandson named Enosh.  The 
Bible tells us (Genesis 4:26) that it was during his days when ‘men began 
to call on the name of the Lord’.  They have been doing it ever since. 
People have had their prayers answered by God since Genesis, too.  But if 
you want to read some beautiful prayers – and answers to them, browse 
through the Psalms.  Again and again the psalmist writes: “the Lord heard 
my cry”.   So – what do you need to bring to prayer?  Just the tiniest 
amount of faith that God is even there.... Jesus assures us that even faith 
as big as a tiny mustard seed will be effective.   
 
What gives you the right to come before Almighty God?  Jesus does.  The 
Bible is clear that “there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Jesus Christ”. (1 Timothy 2:5)    
 
The Bible makes clear that God does not stand on ceremony – in fact, He 
prefers our personal, spontaneous prayers.  Jesus was very matter of fact 
about it: “When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to 
your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you.” (Matthew 6:6) 
 
The Bible assures us that prayer will bring us good things: “we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need”. (Hebrews 
4:16) 
 
Above all, prayer must be made with a pure heart. “If I had cherished sin 
in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” (Psalm 66:18) That simply 
means that if you know you are doing something wrong, and intend to 
keep right on doing it, don’t waste your time praying.  
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Finally, what can be the results of your prayers this Lent? Well, here are seven, 
for starters.... 
1. Joy and deep happiness. (John 16:24) 
2. Relief from your worry, stress and tension (Philippians 4:6,7) 
3. Wisdom and more mental clarity (James 1:5,6) 
4. Protection and deliverance from temptations (Matthew 26:41) 
5. An ability to share the Good News of Jesus to other people (Matthew 9:38) 
6. Strength to persevere when you feel under spiritual attack (Ephesians 6:18) 
7. A growing thankfulness to God, who is worthy of all glory (Revelation 4:11) 
By the Rev John Tyler. 
 

Lent Fasting 
Fasting can be a neglected discipline, but it plays an important part in the 
Christian life. Jesus began His earthly ministry by fasting in the wilderness for 
40 days and He taught His disciples to fast (i.e. not if but ‘when you fast, put 
oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others 
that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen.’ (Matthew 
6:17,18).  
Why Fast? 
Firstly, giving up something in my life underlines my desire to put God first in 
my life. Secondly, fasting shows me how much I depend on things other than 
God in my life, so I can surrender my idols to Him. Thirdly, fasting encourages 
me to have a deeper hunger and dependency for God in my life. Therefore, 
fasting gives me space to humbly focus on God for His strength, provision, and 
wisdom and results in a more intimate relationship with Christ. It also enables 
the Holy Spirit to reveal my true spiritual condition, leading to brokenness, 
repentance, and a transformed life, with a heart more attentive to God. 
How can I fast? 
Usually fasting involves missing one or two meals during the day, although 
some can’t abstain from food for medical reasons. It might also include 
abstaining or limiting the time I give to television, alcohol or social media. 
However, Lent can also be a time to embrace new spiritual disciplines e.g. 
joining a study group, ‘random acts of kindness’, or giving more time to prayer 
and Bible study. Whatever you do, make Lent count this year! 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.’ (Matthew 5:6). 
 
Revd Paul Hardingham 
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From the Parish Registers 
 

Baptism 
January 
19th  Ezra Marshall Luckhurst  

 
 

 
In Memoriam 
January 
9th Graham Cairns  
13th Angela Adams 
23rd Tom Matthews 
31st Molly Jean Strongman 
 

February 
4th Marjorie Hindhaugh 

Crossword Solution 
ACROSS: 8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, 
Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.  
DOWN: 1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add 
all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, Fur-
row. 21, Recede. 23, Cure. 



31 The Parish Cycle of Prayer  for February 

1st  Those suffering  as a result of natural disasters 

2nd Candlemas O Lord, lighten our darkness 

3rd  Pray for all young children 

4th  For the parents of young children 

5th  May our schools be places of care and learning 

6th Accession of Queen Elizabeth II Give thanks for the life and work of our Queen 

7th  For members of our Government 

8th  For peaceful international relationships 

9th 3rd before Lent Give glory to our Father in Heaven 

10th  Pray for our Parish 

11th  Pray for our Churchwardens 

12th  Give thanks for our Clergy and Readers 

13th  Pray for all Parish Lay helpers 

14th  Give thanks for the work done at the parish office 

15th  Pray for the parish finance officers 

16th 2nd before Lent  May we have hope and trust for the future 

17th Janani Luwum, Martyr Remember those who sleep on the streets 

18th  Strength for those  in need of a Food Bank 

19th  Members of the Mothers Union 

20th  Give thanks for our Parish Youth Groups 

21st  For members of the Boys Brigade 

22nd Birth of Lord Baden-Powell For Scouts and Guides and Leaders 

23rd Sunday next before Lent Reflect on the life and work of Christ 

24th  For the Rector & parishioners of  St James,  NSW, Australia 

25th Shrove Tuesday Set straight our crooked hearts 

26th Ash Wednesday Rescue us from the chaos of sin 

27th  Grant us true repentance 

28th   Pray for all sick people 

29th  Pray for greater care of the environment 
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SUNDAY SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2020 
 

 
Feb 2nd  The Presentation of Christ– Candlemas 
St James  8.00am  Holy Communion 
St Mary  9.30 am  Family Communion 
St James  11.15am  Simply Worship (Non-Eucharist) 
St Aidan  9.30am  Service of the Word 
St Mary  6.00pm  BCP Evensong 
 
Feb 9th  3rd before Lent 
St James  8.00am  Holy Communion 
St Mary  9.30am  Simply Worship (Non-Eucharist) 
St Aidan  9.30 am  Family Communion 
St James  11.15am  Family Communion 
St Aidan  4.00pm  Tea Time Church 
St James    6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
 
Feb 16th  2nd before Lent 
St James  8.00am   Holy Communion 
St Mary  9.30am  Family Communion 
St Aidan  9.30am  Service of the Word 
St James   11.15am  Family Communion 
St Aidan   6.00pm  Healing Service 
 
Feb 23rd  Sunday next before Lent  
St James  8.00.am        Holy Communion 
St Mary  9.30am  Family Communion 
St Aidan   9.30am  Family Communion 
St James   11.15am  Family Communion 
St Aidan  4.00pm   Tea Time Church 
 

 
No Evening Service on 4th & 5th Sundays 

Please check the weekly pew notes for any alterations  
or amendments to services  
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Please hand your completed form in to Kathleen Simpson, or give it to one 
of the Churchwardens. Alternatively, you may send it to the Parish Office 

(address on the back cover of the magazine) if you wish. 
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PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR 
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593 
 
PLAYTIME PLUS 
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s) 
Every TUESDAY  & Wednesday during term 
time  from 9.30 am—11 am  
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill 
Contact: Parish Office 01670 503326 
 
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's 
(Contact Parish Office 01670 503326) 
 
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH 
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 
 
'Family Events' once a month at Morpeth 
Methodist Church (Contact 01670 511078) 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (Manchester St. HQ) 
Revd Simon White (Captain) 
Mrs Val Cowan (Chaplain)      
Tel: 07887 594161 
Tuesdays: Company Section from 7.30-9pm 
 
 
 

GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS  
Rainbows 
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School 
3rd St Mary's Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Brownies  
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School  
St Aidan’s Wednesday 
Parish Hall 
3rd St Mary’s Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Guides 
2nd St James  (see contact details below) 

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly  
Tel: 01670 783434      
112kellyhpl@aol.com 
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS 
Low Stanners HQ   
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth  Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth Scouts 
Monday & Wednesday  
Morpeth Methodist Church  
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday 
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday 
Explorer Scouts- Friday  
Further information: Clive Rich  01670 511623 

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN CONCORD 
£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page 
£66 for 2/3 page £99  for full page 

You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy and your ad will appear in 
eleven editions of the magazine (July & August is a double issue) 

Contact Dave Pope for details 
Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH 
WEBSITE www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm For Safeguarding, 
see also Diocesan policies on www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx 

mailto:112kellyhpl@aol.com
mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm
http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/safeguarding/introduction.aspx
http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/safeguarding/introduction.aspx
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PARISH OFFICE  (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES) 
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields 
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA  Tel: 503326  
Email: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com 
Web: www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk 
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm 
 
 PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER 
 Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919 
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com 

 
PCC SECRETARY 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251 
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk 
 
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY) 
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday) 
The Rectory  Cottingwood Lane  Morpeth 
Tel: 01670 517716  
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com  
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew  Hill,  
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 
Revd Elizabeth Brown (Associate Priest) 
Tel: 07768075803 
 
READERS 
Mrs Vivienne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771 
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117 
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161 
 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mrs Carol Reed 513017 
Mt Jonathan Richardson 
Mr Michael Daws  515128 
 
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair) 
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520  
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 
 
FINANCE & RECORDS 
Treasurer: Mr Robert Bing 
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com 
Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: 503584 
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 
Mrs Kathleen Simpson Tel: 518209 
 
MUSICAL DIRECTORS 
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381  
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149 
 
MOTHERS UNION MORPETH BRANCH LEADER 
Mrs Pauline Young  Tel: 511407 
 
MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel:  512879 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD) 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk 
Miss Pat Baker Tel: 503429 
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569 
 
 
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan) 
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary) 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR 
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928 
 
CHAPLAINCY TEAM  
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper  
Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Pinewood Drive  
Lancaster Park  

Morpeth  
Northumberland  

NE61 3RD 
Tel : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher  
Mr N Reeson 

 
 

Chair of Governors   
Mr Brian Hedley (Mitford Church)  

01670 514836 hedleys@outlook.com 

http://www.morpethallsaints.com/ 
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