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Phil Walker APFS
Chartered Financial Planner

Specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:
•
Investment Growth
•
Retirement Planning
•
Inheritance Tax Saving
•
Long Term Care Planning

St. James's Place Partnership
19E The Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill Road,
Blagdon, Northumberland, NE13 6DA
Tel: 01670 789797 or 07711 556332 Fax: 01670 789963
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker

Morpeth Mental Health Group

Grey's Yard
Oldgate
Morpeth
Northumberland
NE61 1QD

7
Offers help for people with
mental health problems,
their carers
and families.

Telephone: 01670 510 652
E-mail: contact@contactmorpeth.org.uk

D C THOMPSON

PROPERTY & GARDENING
MAINTENANCE

All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance
Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs
Just the price that suits you right
Phone at any time for help and advice
7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL
Tel: 01670 520203
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“It is finished!”
Well Christmas will be over by the time you read this and as I write I have
just returned from the polling station. With Christmas and the general
election over, some I’m sure, will be sighing with relief whilst others will
be either delighted that both Christmas and the election went their way
whilst others might be feeling a little despondent be it either the election
or Christmas being over. But interestingly the Church does not see
Christmas as being a finale or epilogue, but as a
prologue, the beginning of the story of hope for the
“Well
world. When we enter the story of Christmas, a bit like Christmas
little Christian, in Pilgrims Progress, as he walks the
will be
pilgrims path towards the Celestial City, we too pass
over by
through many a season which slowly draws us toward
the time
the real finale, the Celestial City, the Kingdom of
you
read
Heaven.
After the Christmas season we move into Epiphany,
which is exactly what it says on the tin. It’s that
moment, an epiphany moment, when we realise that
the story of hope is not just for God’s chosen people,
the Jews, but for all people, for every person on this
planet. Epiphany is the invitation for us all to join Gods
people and journey toward the real epilogue, which
might actually not be an epilogue at all!

this and
as I write I
have just
returned
from the
polling
station.”

When I was Vicar at Felton the east window in the chancel has a large
stained glass crucifix with Jesus hanging from it with the words “it is
finished”, words from Jesus lips in John 19:30. These of course were not
words of defeat or words of ending but words to recognise the finale of
Act one and the beginning of the Act two. If you go to any production
however good or bad I’m guaranteeing you that you will be extremely
disappointed if you leave before you have seen the second Act. You might
think you have good reason, but you will never understand the whole
story if you leave before the end. You will always wonder if you actually
missed something important or whether the production was actually
better than you thought.
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Every year Jane goes to the Tyneside cinema to watch
that timeless 1949 Christmas movie “It’s a Wonderful
Life” with James Stewart as George Bailey, a man
whose life touches so many people without him
realising it. When I was first made to watch it a good
few years ago, I thought 2 hours of black and white
movie with hopelessly outdated cinematic effects was
going to bore me to tears, but it didn’t, it actually
become my favourite Christmas movie and now makes Christmas
complete. As part of my birthday present this year Jane took me to watch
it with her, along with a glass of mulled wine and mince pie and I just
sobbed like a baby. I won’t give the plot away but the last 20 minutes
makes the whole film for me. What appears hopeless and looks like a bad
end transforms into a joyous ending. If you have never seen the film,
please do give it a try and you might just discover a new Christmas
favourite, but don’t forget the tissues!
So as we all stand at the doorway of 2020 or by now have entered into
2020, let’s not see 2019 as something to put behind us and forget, but
see it as part of the journey of life. Something to learn from; something
that is just the final of Act one and remember that Act two will bring a
new story-new hope out of the old.
Just as the stained glass in Felton church depicts Jesus on the cross being
crucified, we need crucifixion and when “it is finished” it’s then that we
can experience resurrection. That goes for church life, as well as our own
faith life.
So in this 2020 let’s not be afraid of change, let’s not be afraid to do new
things in the second Act and let’s trust that as God leads us through the
seasons of life, both in His church and in our own lives of faith, that He
will bring new life, new hope and new blessings. So it is not finished, it
has actually just started. So let’s with hopeful hearts seek what God has
for each and every one of us. And pray that he continues to lead us both
personally and corporately now and always.
May God bless you all this 2020. G Bless Simon.
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Hello, my name is Cameron HudsonLively, and I work for MINE Youth and
for Morpeth Parish.
My week is split between the two,
spending Wednesdays and Mondays
in Byker with MINE and the rest of my
time in Morpeth.
On Mondays, with MINE, I run a
‘Messy Church’ and help at ‘Sporty
Legs’ which is a sport games focused
youth group and Wednesdays are
similar, helping at a families’ group
and a youth group.
My Morpeth time is spent on Tuesdays, helping with a toddler group
and bingo in the morning at St Aidan’s and in the afternoon I help at
‘Tea And Toast’ which is an opportunity for young people from
Stobhill to come along and play games, whilst having food and chat.
We also offer to help with any homework that they might have. In
addition to that I help at The Boys Brigade, which is great fun.
Thursdays are spent going into schools doing assemblies and lunch
clubs, talking and telling stories about Jesus. Sundays are fun days,
involving church , ‘Wild And Free’ (Youth Group) and talking to many
people in the day. Once a month Wild And Free have an evening of
worship , food and faith based talks. I play in this band (which is
AMAZING !! ) I would not be able to do anything that I do without the
support of the parish and other outside sources. I get supported in
running activities and planning them. If I have any questions about
anything that I am doing there is always someone around that I can
talk to and seek their advice.
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Is your diary for 2020 already filling up?
That is fine, but also bear in mind what has been called ‘the sacrament of
the present moment.’
That is what the 17th century French Jesuit and spiritual writer Pere JeanPierre de Caussade called it. He wrote: The present moment holds
infinite riches, but you will only enjoy them to the extent of your faith
and love. The will of God is manifest in each moment, an immense ocean
which the heart only fathoms in so far as it overflows with faith, trust and
love.”
So this year, try and live your life a day at a time. You can’t change the
past, yesterday is history; and you can’t live in the future, tomorrow is
mystery. The present is really all you have.
When Jesus spoke about God, He always spoke about Him being where
we are, in the here and now. He is our Father, our vine, our Shepherd,
and His Spirit wants to walk with us each day.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020
‘Unusual kindness’ is the unusual name for this year’s Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity (18th to 25th January). The materials for the week have
been prepared by the Christian churches in Malta and Gozo (Christians
Together in Malta). ‘Unusual kindness’ is found in the book of Acts. The
phrase refers to the warm welcome that the people of Malta gave to Paul
and his companions when they were shipwrecked on the island. In
return, Paul shared the gospel with them, and thus founded the church in
Malta. Something that the Christians in Malta thank God for!
More details at: https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-week-of-prayer-forchristian-unity-2020/
JANUARY 20th IS PENGUIN AWARENESS DAY
Not to be confused with World Penguin Day (which
happens on April 25), Penguin Awareness Day encourages
you to cultivate even more knowledge of the Spheniscidae
family. Here are 20 fascinating facts to get you started.
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/56416/20-fun-facts-aboutpenguins-world-penguin-day
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Floe Pilates, Fitness and Wellbeing
offers small group Pilates classes
and one to one fitness sessions
A maximum of ten people per class
means you get the attention you need
Classes available throughout the week and at weekends
New beginners class starting at 10amTuesday 24th September
at St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill
Get in touch for more information and to book your space.
floepilates@gmail.com
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Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group
West End Refugee Service
At the AGM in October WERS’ new Vision, Mission and Values were announced.
They are:-

Vision
Safe, healthy and fulfilling lives for people who are asylum seekers and refugees

Mission
Our passionate and committed team of staff and volunteers will endeavour to
make a positive, lasting difference in the lives of asylum seekers and refugees.
We will do this by providing supportive and empowering services and
opportunities which are responsive to people’s needs, showing them dignity and
respect. We will raise awareness, educate and positively challenge discrimination
and negative perceptions towards asylum seekers and refugees.

Values
•
Equality
•
Inclusion
•
Respect
•
Collaboration
Together these provide direction for everything that happens in WERS, keeping
everyone focused on what we’re trying to achieve. They define the core values
of the organisation and how people are expected to behave.”
WERS is appealing for people to volunteer in their clothing store on Wednesday
afternoons.
Anyone who wishes to contribute to the hardship fund which will be used to
provide additional payments to clients over Christmas can donate at https://
www.justgiving.com/wers

Justice and Peace Refugee Project
In their latest newsletter it says
“It is now 18 years since the project first opened on just one day a week; since
then we have grown year-on-year, evolving as needs demand. The services we
offer are currently under considerable pressure due to increased numbers. Until
2016, we were typically registering 20-25 new people every month. However,
over the past two years, that figure is more typically 50-60 and has reached 90 on
occasion. Thanks to the continued support of our donor parishes/schools, we
continue to be able to support all of our clients but we are now beginning to
struggle under the increasing weight of numbers. We urge our regular supporters
to keep up their parish food collections and to increase them if this is at all
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possible. We would also ask that parishes or schools not already involved think
about doing so. Please get in touch with us to see if you are able to help us in any
way.”
The newsletter also provides details of their Destitute Asylum Fund. It explains:“This is a special account which is dedicated to help our destitute clients.
Currently 120 of our clients qualify for a payment of £25 each month. Cash to this
fund comes as donations from parishes, clergy, individuals and J&P groups. Some
of these take out standing orders, whilst events such as coffee mornings, cake or
plant sales, raffles, sponsored walks, musical evenings etc. help raise valuable
funds. This year we expect to pay out over £30000 from the Destitute Asylum
Fund. Other costs, such as building rental and purchase of equipment come from
the Diocesan Justice & Peace account. This is quite separate from the Destitute
Asylum Fund.”
Donations to D.H&N DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND can be sent to John Dowling, Our
Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre. 2 Summerhill Grove, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE4
6EE. Alternatively a standing order can be set up using the following link http://
www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace.php and follow the
instructions in the Donation section towards the bottom of the page.
Joint Fundraiser for Ruhi Aktar and Sanctuary Network Morpeth
Please note the fundraiser advertised last month has unfortunately needed to be
postponed again. It is hoped that it will be able to take place in February.
Thank you for your continued support.
Margaret Brock
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January Crossword

Down
1
Favourite church activity:
Fellowship round a — — — (3,2,3)
2
Divinely bestowed powers or
talents (8)
4
Pile together (1 Thessalonians
2:16) (4,2)
5
Commanded to justify (John
8:13) (10)
6
Timothy’s grandmother (2
Timothy 1:5) (4)
7
Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)
10
One of Graham Kendrick’s best
-known songs, — — King (3,7)
12
Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)
13
Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)
16
He prophesied ‘the
abomination that causes
desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) (6)
18
British Board of Film
Classification (1,1,1,1)
19
Pans (anag.) (4)

Across
1
‘Again Peter denied it, and at
that moment a — began to
crow’ (John 18:27) (4)
3
Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)
8
Perform on a musical
instrument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)
Solutions to both puzzles and the
9
Paul describes it as ‘the third
December Quiz on page 26
heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)
11
Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13)
(10)
14
Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)
15
Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)
17
Predicted site of the final great
battle (Revelation 16:16) (10)
20
Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis
35:18) (8)
21
One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1
Chronicles 7:36) (4)
22
For example, London, Paris,
Rome (8)
23
United Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel (1,1,1,1)
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Are you taking a mid-winter break?
If you are preparing to take off for foreign climes, do keep an eye out for
signs that have English words… but perhaps not an English meaning! In
hotels and train stations and airports all over the world there are polite
little signs that will bring a smile to the lips of even the most exhausted
traveller. For instance, how about these*:
Switzerland: We have nice bath and are very good in bed.
Romania: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time,
we regret you will be unbearable.

Russia: If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to it.
Italy: If service is required, give two strokes to the maid and three
to the waiter.
Spain: Our wine list leaves you with nothing to hope for.

Denmark: In the event of fire, open a window and announce
your presence in a seemly manner.

Canary Islands: If you telephone for room service you will get
the answer you deserve.
Have you spotted any signs that mistranslate English? If so, please tell the
editor, and we will publish them …
*From ‘Lost in Translation: Misadventures in English Abroad’ by Charlie
Croker (Michael O’Mara Books, £9.99)
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•

•

Top quality used vehicles
Comprehensive warranty

When you produce this advert
See our wide selection at
www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk

Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1

♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣
BRIDGE CLASSES IN MORPETH

Come and learn the most intriguing game in the world
Stimulate your brain and make new friends

Classes to suit all levels:
Beginners - Year 1 - Wednesday evening (another when demand is shown)
Developing Bridge - Year 2 - Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening
Continuing Bridge -Tuesday morning
We are happy to teach small groups on request.
For more information please contact:
Aileen Cunningham
01670 513369
John Kingcome
01670 513469
Cyril Meehan
01670 5129879
or visit our website www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk
Play and learn sessions with help from teachers. Just drop in – with or without
a partner. Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 4.30 pm ongoing , including holidays
at Hepscott Village Hall
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I thought long and hard about whether or not I should
write an editorial this month, given that we were
heading for a general election in December, just before
Christmas. I was pretty sure it would be a turbulent
event and not an easy thing to write about, whatever
the outcome and I was right, but being a bear of little brain, I decided to have a go.
I’ll be honest—I’m pretty sad for lots of reasons, but I’m not going to attempt to
analyse the politics or comment on the result or pillory any individual or party. We
all have to pray and wait as patiently as we can to see how the next few years turn
out, and hope that, as Christians, we can, as Vivienne said in last month’s magazine,
“have the courage to be bold enough to follow in the steps of Jesus Christ and take
every opportunity given to do as he commanded us to ‘love one another as I have
loved you’. So I’ve made a start with some material that I’m intending to use as
healing ointment for my soul in 2020. Some of it isn’t great literature, but the two
pieces from Popes John 23rd and John Paul II on peace are beautiful.
To Start A New Year
"A new year is unfolding—like a blossom with petals curled tightly concealing the
beauty within. Lord, let this year be filled with the things that are truly good—with
the comfort of warmth in our relationships, with the strength to help those who
need our help and the humility and openness to accept help from others. As we
make our resolutions for the year ahead, let us go forward with great hope that all
things can be possible—with Your help and guidance."

I Am the New Year
I am the new year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. I am your next
chance at the art of living. I am your opportunity to practice what you have learned
about life during the last twelve months. All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden
in me, waiting for you to search it but with more determination. All the good that
you tried for and didn’t achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer conflicting
desires.
All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the
faith that you claimed but did not have—these slumber lightly, waiting to be
awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. I am your opportunity to renew your
allegiance to Him who said, "Behold, I make all things new."
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Pacem in Terris
Pope John XXIII, 4/11/63
"May He banish from the hearts of all men and women whatever might endanger peace.
May He transform them into witnesses of truth, justice and love.
May He enkindle the rulers of peoples so that in addition to their solicitude for the
proper welfare of their citizens, they may guarantee and defend the great gift of peace.
May He enkindle the wills of all so that they may overcome the barriers that divide,
cherish the bonds of mutual charity, understand others, and pardon those who have
done them wrong. May all peoples of the earth become as brothers and sisters, and may
the most longed-for peace blossom forth and reign always among men and women."
World Day of Peace, 2004
Pope John Paul II
"The Church…has always taught and continues today to teach a very simple axiom: peace
is possible. Indeed, the Church does not tire of repeating that peace is a duty. It must be
built on the four pillars indicated by Blessed John XXIII in his Encyclical Pacem in Terris:
truth, justice, love and freedom. A duty is thus imposed upon all those who love peace:
that of teaching these ideals to new generations, in order to prepare a better future for
all mankind.
…for the establishment of true peace in the world, justice must find its fulfilment in
charity. …Justice and love sometimes appear to be opposing forces. In fact they are but
two faces of a single reality, two dimensions of human life needing to be mutually
integrated.…
For this reason I have often reminded Christians and all persons of good will that
forgiveness is needed for solving the problems of individuals and peoples. There is no
peace without forgiveness!
"Peace is not the mere absence of war or the simple maintenance of a balance of power
between forces, nor can it be imposed at the dictate of absolute power. It is called,
rightly and properly, a work of justice.…
"Peace here on earth cannot be maintained unless the good of the human person is
safeguarded, and men are willing to trust each other and share their riches of spirit and
talent. If peace is to be established it is absolutely necessary to have a firm
determination to respect other persons and peoples and their dignity, and to be zealous
in the practice of brotherhood.…"
Gaudium et Spes II Vatican Council, December 7, 1965 Chapter V, §7
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God in the Arts
‘He gave us eyes to see them’:
‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by
Edward Hicks
St Francis’ Canticle of the Sun
invites all creatures to praise
God the Creator. But we live in a
world of climate change and
global warming. A thousand species are at risk of extinction in
the United Kingdom alone. The
richness of creation St Francis
knew in his day is no longer. We need to heed the urgent call to care for the biodiversity of our planet and its richness in plant and animal life. This year we shall
be looking at animals and birds - their grace and strength, their beauty and wonder - as reflected in art and scripture, and so learn to value the glory of Creation
all around us.
Isaiah in chapter 11 had a vision of a special child who would bring paradise to
the earth once more. He spoke of a world where the wolf would lie down with
the lamb, and the leopard with the kid. It is the theme of ‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by the American Quaker artist, Edward Hicks. This subject occupied all his
artistic talent for he painted almost a hundred versions. Sixty still exist and this
one is from 1834.
The foreground is occupied by not just one child, but several. They are innocent
and free, playing with the animals around - lion, tiger, leopard, bear, wolf, cow
and lamb. There is no sign of ‘nature red in tooth and claw’ here. All is peace and
tranquillity. The bear and cow nudge each other in the bottom corner with no
fear. That peaceful co-existence is echoed in the distance with William Penn and
other Quakers working on a treaty with the Indians. The animals in the foreground symbolise the human traits we see at work in the background: leadership
and power, sensitivity and gentleness.
Edward Hicks as he worked on later versions knew that this peace was not a
straightforward achievement. Selfishness, pride and greed got in the way. But the
vision remained. Follow the inner light of God’s grace, he is saying in his art, and
that harmony can be achieved. Cherish the world around and give thanks for its
rich variety and colour. Then we can follow Edward Hicks and St Francis in caring
for ‘all creatures great and small.’
Revd. Michael Burgess
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MAKE A NEW GREEN START IN 2020
It's easy to think about all the big changes you're going to make in the New Year
as the old year comes to an end — but by the second week of January, most of us
are already finding reasons to skip the gym or break the spending freeze. That's
why we've printed some green New Year's resolutions that are so easy you'll have
no excuse not to keep them — and as they help you save money, cut your carbon
footprint, decrease your home's waste stream, and improve the quality of the
Earth, you'll be glad you did.
1. Never buy bottled water again - Trade your bottled water habit for an at-home
filtering pitcher and you can help make a dent in the 17 million barrels of oil used
to make plastic water bottles each year; pair it with a reusable bottle (like one
made of glass, aluminum or recycled plastic), and you'll always be prepared to
tackle your thirst.
2. Brew your own fair trade coffee - Carrying your own coffee in an insulated
travel mug helps you reduce waste from cardboard cups and carrying sleeves —
which are thrown away at a staggering rate of 58 billion each year. For greener athome brewing, choose a Fair Trade blend that supports farmers; add organic milk
or better still, plant based milk
3. Cut back on paper towels - If you're grabbing a paper towel for everything from
wiping up spills and cleaning your counter to scrubbing the bathroom and keeping
your hands clean at dinner, it's time to make a change. Instead, invest in a few
cotton cloths and some fabric napkins; then drop them in the wash when you run
a load of laundry. Using the cloth alternatives is just as easy as using the paper
versions, and you only need to buy them once — plus you can help eliminate the
13 billion pounds of paper towels that end up landfills every day.
4. Remember your reusable bags - Taking reusable shopping bags to the shops
can cut down on the 1 million plastic bags that end up in the trash every minute.
Taking reusable bags to the store is one of the easiest and most effective ways to
reduce your carbon footprint — but the hardest part about using them is simply
remembering to take them with you.
5. Eliminate phantom power - It takes approximately one second to unplug the
charger for your cell phone, mp3 player, e-reader, or iPad — but if you really can't
be bothered, then let nifty, energy-efficient gadgets do the work for you. Use
power strips to turn off all your appliances at once; put your television,
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DVD player, game system, and stereo on a timer so they automatically shut off
overnight; and invest in chargers that stop drawing current when the device's battery
is full. You could cut your energy bill by as much as 10 percent annually — without
lifting a finger.
6. Become a part-time vegetarian - Cutting your meat intake in half can decrease
your carbon footprint by about a ton each year — and coming up with meat-free
meals isn't as hard as it sounds. Try pancakes and fruit for breakfast; fresh salads or
roasted vegetable sandwiches for lunch; and veggie pizza, bean soups, and creamy
risottos for dinner. And since doubling a recipe rarely adds any time to your prep
work, you can make extras to eat throughout the week (and trim your carbon
footprint even more).
7. Give Up Wet Wipes - If you flush them, they add to our already clogged-up sewers
and, even if you don’t, they’re still another single use disposable chucked in your
landfill bin every day. Breaking up with all sorts of wet wipes, including the type that
takes your make-up off, is a great resolution. The alternative? Cut a cotton flannel
into squares and spray on a mix of water and calendula oil, which is antibacterial.
Stick the dirty ones in your washing basket and clean when you do your laundry.

8. Try To Throw Zero Food Away, All Year
Statistics from the UN Food and Agriculture organisation show that roughly a third of
the food produced globally is wasted. In terms of household waste, this works out as
7 million tonnes of food wasted by UK households alone. A great resolution is
pledging to be super creative with leftovers, rather than binning them. Stew excess
vegetable trimmings to make a vegetable stock from scratch, or dice your bread offcuts to fry into croutons or blend into bread crumbs, are two ideas to start with.
9. DIY Your Crisps
While Walker’s have launched a recycling scheme for their crisp packets, they are still
made out of plastic – and that doesn’t count for the myriad other brands out there,
of which McCoy’s remains the self evident, undisputed queen. Make your own crisps
at home, from potato and vegetable peelings. Stick your peelings on a baking tray,
drizzle with olive oil, season with flaky sea salt and a little paprika or chilli power, if
you like, then bake for ten minutes.
10. Turn the thermostat down.
Turning the thermostat down by just one degree can save you big on your energy
bills and on your carbon footprint! At work or home, dressing appropriately for the
weather can ensure that buildings are heated appropriately. At home, if you’re
struggling with leaky windows and doors, why not invest in some simple DIY energysaving measures like draft-stripping, or thermal curtains?
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PATRICK SPEIRS
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
new installations, rewires, sockets,
fuse board upgrades, lighting,
electrical installation condition reports
free estimates and advice, fully insured
professional friendly service
mob. 07969908064
tel. 01670 226239
email. paddyspeirs@gmail.com

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE

J.W. Peters
Family Firm Established 1920





Day & Night Service
Very Competitive Prices
Chapel of Rest
Catering & Flower Arrangements

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth 01670 517117
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JANUARY BOOK REVIEWS
Twice-Rescued Child – the boy who fled the Nazis and
found his life’s purpose
By Thomas Graumann, SPCK, £11.99
Aged eight, Thomas Graumann boarded a train in Prague,
Czechoslovakia, to embark on what he believed was a
three-month holiday. “Go to Britain, learn English, and
when the Germans leave, you can come home again,” his
mother assured him. Thomas knew his country had been
taken over by the Germans and now was under Nazi
control. That was the last he would see of his mother and
most of his Jewish family, who died in concentration
camps. He had also never heard of Nicholas Winton, the
hero who saved 669 children (Thomas was one of the last,
#652), transporting them from Czechoslovakia to the UK to
save their lives. This was Thomas’ first rescue, aboard what became known as the
Kindertransport. His second came a year later when an evangelist from the Scottish
village he was taken to for safety shared the good news of Jesus Christ with him.
Saying a prayer on bent knee, Thomas’ soul was rescued, and he soon dedicated
himself to missionary service, which he fulfilled as an adult in the Philippines,
eventually moving to the U.S. But his missionary zeal returned after the fall of
Communism—and the return of his grandmother’s property to his family. Both actions
ushered in a way for him to return to the Czech Republic. The former rescued child was
now free to travel throughout his homeland, speaking in schools of how he was
rescued … not once, but twice.

After Prayer – New Sonnets and other poems
By Malcolm Guite, Canterbury Press, £10.99
This major new poetry collection from bestselling poet and
priest Malcolm Guite features more than 70 new and
previously unpublished works. At the heart of this collection
is a sequence of 27 sonnets written in response to George
Herbert's exquisite sonnet 'Prayer', each one describing
prayer in an arresting metaphor such as 'the church's
banquet', 'reversed thunder', 'the Milky Way', 'the bird of
paradise' and 'something understood'. After Prayer also
offers 45 more widely ranging new poems, including a sonnet
sequence on the seven heavens.
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Food for Thought: The Lord’s Prayer and
you in 2020
I cannot pray ‘our’ if I am not in communion with fellow Christians.
I cannot pray ‘Father’ if I do not treat Him as such, on a daily basis.
I cannot pray ‘Who are in Heaven” if all my interests are on earthly things.

I cannot pray ‘hallowed be thy name’ if I am not striving, with God’s help,
to be holy myself.
I cannot pray ‘Thy Kingdom come’ if I don’t live as if I am within His
kingdom now.
I cannot pray ‘Thy Will be Done’ if I am disobedient to His commands.
I cannot pray ‘on earth as it is in Heaven’ unless I am truly ready to give
my life to God’s service here and now.
I cannot pray ‘give us this day our daily bread’ if I am not also willing to
work for it, and to share with my neighbour in need.
I cannot pray ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us’ if I harbour a grudge against anyone.
I cannot pray ‘lead us not into temptation’ if I deliberately remain
somewhere where I am likely to be tempted.
I cannot pray ‘Thine is the Kingdom’ if I live as if the world is my kingdom.
I cannot pray ‘Thine is the power and the glory’ if I am seeking power for
myself and my own glory.
I cannot pray ‘forever and ever’ if all my attention is on daily affairs.
I cannot pray ‘Amen’, unless I honestly say, ‘Cost what it may, this is my
prayer.’
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10 Tips on Helping Wildlife Over the Winter
1. Provide shelter

Bird boxes, hedgehog homes and other undisturbed areas in your garden make cosy shelters
and habitats where wildlife can hibernate. If you’ve prepared a compost heap this year, this will
make a perfect home for frogs, toads and other animals. Remember not to disturb them until
hibernation time is over in April. Hibernation may change depending on how mild Winter is.

2. Feed the wildlife

It’s important to not constantly put out food for wildlife as you don’t want to make them reliant on
this source, but helping them a small amount can see them through the wintry weather.
Birds – seeds, suet balls, mealworms, berries or chopped up fruits (apples, pears, plums)
Hedgehogs – minced meat, tinned dog/cat food (not fish-based), chopped boiled egg
Squirrels – hazelnuts, walnuts, chestnuts, sunflower seeds, chopped carrot
Badgers – Fruit (apples, grapes, pears), peanuts, dried dog food, mealworms
Small mammals – mixed seeds

3. Leave out fresh water

Place a shallow dish of fresh water on the ground to benefit all garden wildlife including birds.
You could also invest in a bird bath to keep birds hydrated and clean.

4. Empty and clean bird boxes, feeders and baths

Pop on some old washing up gloves and get scrubbing! Clean out your bird boxes, feeders and
baths with hot water, a mild detergent, and a brush. This will encourage good hygiene and help
birds stay healthy during the Winter.

5. Gather fallen leaves

Collect fallen leaves from your lawn or patio to create leaf-mould piles and place these underneath hedges and shrubs. This can provide a safe home for hedgehogs and even insects!

6. Melt a hole in your pond if it’s frozen

Put the kettle on, fill a saucepan with hot water and carefully place it on your pond until a hole
has been melted. This will allow wildlife to drink, and enter and exit the pond. You DO NOT want
to hit the ice, as this sends shockwaves through the water and harms the wildlife that live in it!

7. Always check areas before carrying out jobs

Make sure you check areas such as compost heaps, leaf piles, logs piles, etc. for hidden wildlife
before handling them.

8. Keep any netting above ground level

If you have plant, football, tennis or any other kind of netting in your garden, you will want to keep
these above ground level to prevent wildlife from getting tangled.
9. Leave healthy herbaceous plants unpruned
It’s best to leave these unpruned until early Spring, as they make perfect homes for overwintering insects.

10. Create bundles of stems

However, if you have cut your herbaceous perennials you can bundle the stems together and
leave them in a secluded place. Ladybirds, beetles and other small mammals will take shelter
here, and will also be on hand to prevent any early pest infestations.
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Church of England teaching document
calls for repentance over antisemitism
Christian theology played a part in the stereotyping and persecution of
Jewish people which ultimately led to the Holocaust, according to a new
reflection on Christian-Jewish relations issued by the Church of England.
The teaching document, entitled God’s Unfailing Word, is the first
authoritative statement on the subject from the Church of England. It speaks
of attitudes towards Judaism over many centuries as providing a “fertile seed
-bed for murderous antisemitism”.
It urges Anglicans and other Christians not only to repent of the “sins of the
past” towards their Jewish neighbours but to be alert to and actively
challenge such attitudes or stereotypes.
The document, published by the Church of England’s Faith and Order
Commission, encourages Christians to rediscover the relationship of “unique
significance” between the two faiths, worshipping one God, with scriptures
shared in common.
The Christian-Jewish relationship should be viewed as a “gift of God to the
Church” to be received with care, respect and gratitude, it makes clear.
Christians should, therefore, be mindful of the difficult history of the two
faiths and apply sensitivity in the use of some passages of scripture and
liturgy, hymns and art as well as in sharing their faith with Jewish people and
in discussions about Israel.
The document includes an honest and challenging afterword by the Chief
Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, in which he speaks of “profound friendship” but also
a “substantial misgiving” on the question of evangelism.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, responds in a foreword,
describing the Chief Rabbi’s reflection as doing Anglicans a “great service”
and making clear that Christians sharing their faith must do so with
“gentleness and grace” and recognising the “weight of that history”.

From Parish Pump
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
ACROSS: 1, Cock. 3, Shackles. 8, Play. 9,
Paradise. 11, Faithfully. 14, Enmesh. 15,
Unseen. 17, Armageddon. 20, Benjamin. 21,
Beri. 22, Capitals. 23, USPG.
DOWN: 1, Cup of tea. 2, Charisma. 4, Heap up.
5, Challenged. 6, Lois. 7, Slew. 10, The Servant.
12, Lewdness. 13, Unending. 16, Daniel. 18,
BBFC. 19, Snap.
December Quiz Answers:
1. A Gilet jaune is the yellow reflective vest
French drivers have to carry by law in their cars. It became associated with
protest.
2. Choupette is Lagerfeld’s a cat; a very rich cat.
3. BA3271 to Düsseldorf landed in Edinburgh by mistake.
4. Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky was a comedian.
5. The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo
6. Pteridomania is a love of ferns.
7. Blackpool Tower was inspired by the Eiffel Tower in Paris.
8. Penny Mordaunt was named after the Arethusa-class cruiser HMS Penelope.
9. Canada has the loonie bird featured on its dollar coin. A Toonie is a twodollar coin.
10.The Thin Red Line refers to an episode in the Battle of Balaklava during the
Crimean War. Around 500 men of the 93rd (Sutherland Highlanders), aided by a
small force of 100 walking wounded, 40 detached Guardsmen, and supported
by a substantial force of Turkish infantrymen, led by Sir Colin Campbell, fired at
the Russian cavalry.
11. A French press is used to make coffee.
12 A “Painted Lady Summer” is one with lots of butterflies.
13.Male members of the RAF are now allowed to grow beards.
14.Sea-siders were advised to stare at seagulls to stop them stealing chips. (Not
wise - they could peck your eyes out.)
15. HRH Prince Charles has all those titles.
16. Donald Trump wanted to buy Greenland. It was not for sale.
17. A small copper and an Essex skipper are butterflies. You might find them in a
churchyard. Or you might not.
18. Goldsmiths, University of London, tried to ban the sale of beef
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HANDYMAN/HOUSE AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
PLASTERING (SMALL JOBS)
CONCRETING
POINTING (STONE OR BRICK)
PAVING
PAINTING
FRNCING
DEMOLITION
GRASS CUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
WEED SPRAYING
MEDIUM SIZED TREE FELLING

COMPETITIVE RATES FOR ALL THE ABOVE
REFERENCES AVAILABLE AT YOUR REQUEST
ALL ASPECTS OF HOME AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN.
IF YOU NEED HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE CALL ROB

MOBILE 07729199026

HOUSE: 01670 788335

Travers and Grace
Plumbing and Tiling Services

Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs
Showers & Bathrooms Installed
Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates
Call Derek or Christina
0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157
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WHO’s WHO in the PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER?
January 1st: The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Eight days after Jesus was born he was circumcised in
accordance with Jewish Law, and was given his Name –
the Name that is above every Name. Both Joseph and
Mary knew what that Name was to be, for months
beforehand, Joseph had been told by an angel, “…you
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins”. The angel Gabriel had also told Mary, “…you will name him Jesus”.
The account of Jesus’ circumcision may be compared with that of John the
Baptist, who was also circumcised on the eighth day and given his name. It was
an occasion of rejoicing, in the presence of friends and neighbours. In the case
of Jesus, however, he was born a stranger, far from home and friends and
there would have been no similar celebration. Every year, on January 1st, the
Church celebrates the Naming and Circumcision of Jesus; a joyful Festival, for
the Name Jesus means Saviour and it reminds us that he came to save us from
our sins and bring us to God to be with him for ever. Whenever the Name of
Jesus is said or sung, we should remember to bow our head, as an act of love
and devotion. This is actually ordered by one of the Canons or Laws of the
Church of England: “All persons present in the time of divine service shall…give
due reverence to the name of the Lord Jesus …”

January 6th The Epiphany.
This feast is celebrated 12 days after Christmas on
6th January (or January 19th for some Orthodox
Church who have Christmas on 7th January) and is
the time when Christians remember the Wise Men
(also sometimes called the Three Kings) who
visited Jesus. Epiphany is also the time when some
Churches remember when Jesus was Baptised,
when he was about 30, and started to teach people about God. Epiphany
means 'revelation' and both the visit of the Wise Men and his Baptism are
important times when Jesus was 'revealed' to be very important.
Epiphany Eve (also known as Twelfth Night) marks the end of the traditional
Christmas celebrations and is the time when you were meant to take
Christmas decorations down - although some people leave them up until
Candlemas.
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January 12th The Baptism of Christ
The baptism of Jesus is recorded in the Gospel Bible books
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. In the story we see that
Jesus approaches John (his cousin) and asks to be baptized.
John has been proclaiming the Gospel and baptizing those
who repent of their sin, want to make right their
relationship with God, and await the coming Messiah. John
is astonished that Jesus, the sinless Son of God, is asking to be baptized and
John feels like he should be the one asking Jesus to baptize him! Jesus tells John
that His baptism is "fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness" and Jesus is
baptized as a symbol of giving His will up to His Father . This event marks the
beginning of His earthly ministry. When Jesus comes up out of the water, John
sees the Spirit of God descend like a dove upon Jesus and they hear God's voice
from heaven say "This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved." Baptism
symbolises Christ’s burial and resurrection. The use of water during baptism
identifies us with Christ’s death on the cross, His burial in the tomb and His
resurrection from the dead. Symbolically, baptism shows the world that you
love, trust and have put your hope in Christ

January 25th The Conversion of Paul.
Paul, originally named Saul of Tarsus first appears in
the biblical record as a witness to the stoning of
Stephen, the first martyr. Saul's persecution of
Christians, as portrayed in the book of Acts via his own
testimony, was relentless. He believed that, as an
orthodox Jew, he was doing Jehovah’s will in pursuing
Christians, beating them, imprisoning them and having
them put to death. His conversion came when, armed with arrest warrants for
those of the Christian Way, he set off from Jerusalem en route to ancient
Damascus, some 140 miles to the north. As he drew near that city, a light
brighter than the noonday sun suddenly engulfed him. A voice inquired: “Saul,
Saul, why do you continue to persecute me?” Saul responded: “Who are you,
Lord?” At first Saul did not know that the voice he was hearing belonged to
Jesus and blinded as a consequence of this miraculous vision, Saul was led into
Damascus, where, for three days he fasted and prayed. Finally, Ananias, a
messenger selected by God, arrived. He restored Saul’s sight and commanded
him to “arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on his name”.
The former persecutor changed his name to Paul and began to proclaim among
his fellow Jews that Jesus “is the Son of God”
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From the Parish Registers for December
Baptisms
January
5th Leo Watt
12th Esmae Rayne Moat

In Memoriam
November
28th Michael Adie

December
2nd
3rd
4th
16th
23rd

Audrey Elsie Dodds
Joan Hanby
John Arnott
Joan Adie
Malcolm Binns

31Prayer for January
The Parish Cycle of

1st

Naming & Circumcision of Jesus

For new parents and Godparents

2nd

For Peace on Earth

3rd

For those who suffer persecution

4th

For those who suffer oppression

5th

Christmas 2

6th

Epiphany

For the universe entrusted to us
For the revelation of God incarnate in Jesus Christ

7th

For guidance as we reach out to our communities

8th

For those who serve our Parish and Deanery

9th

Retired clergy and their ministry to our common life

10th

For the spread of the Gospel

11th

For our strivings to promote health & well-being

12th

Baptism of Christ

Obedience, faith & commitment to walk in new life

13th

For chaplains in hospitals & residential homes

14th

For eyes to see, ears to hear & hearts to respond

15th

Those in unfulfilling, stressful or dangerous work

16th

For victims of clerical sexual abuse

17th

For rape & sexual abuse support workers

18th

For responsible use of social media

19th

Epiphany 2

For leaders of World Religions

20th

For all ministers and congregations in Morpeth

21st

For good relationships between Morpeth churches

22nd

For renewal of hearts, minds and lives

23rd

For courage and faith to follow where God leads

24th

For wisdom for those who lead the Brexit process

25th

Conversion of Paul

26th

Epiphany 3

For those whom God is calling
For World Leprosy Day

27th

Those keeping Holocaust Memorial Day

28th

The Mothers Union and Pauline Young

29th

For the love of family and friends

30th

For all who nurture and encourage us

31st

For life and one more day to love
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SUNDAY SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2020
5th January
St James
St Mary
St James
St Aidan
St Mary

Christmas 2
8.00am
9.30 am
11.15am
9.30am
6.00pm

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Simply Worship (Non-Eucharist)
Service of the Word
BCP Evensong

12th January
St James
St Mary
St Aidan
St James
St Aidan
St James

Baptism of Christ
8.00am
9.30am
9.30 am
11.15am
4.00pm
6.00pm

Holy Communion
Simply Worship (Non-Eucharist)
Family Communion
Family Communion
Tea Time Church
Evening Prayer

19th January
St James
St Mary
St Aidan
St James
St Aidan

1st Sunday of Epiphany
8.00am
Holy Communion
9.30am
Family Communion
9.30am
Service of the Word
11.15am
Family Communion
6.00pm
Healing Service

26th January
St James
St Mary
St Aidan
St James
St Aidan

2nd Sunday of Epiphany
8.00.am
Holy Communion
9.30am
Family Communion
9.30am
Family Communion
11.15am
Family Communion
4.00pm
Tea Time Church

No Evening Service on 4th & 5th Sundays
Please check the weekly pew notes for any alterations
or amendments to services
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Please hand your completed form in to Kathleen Simpson, or give it to one
of the Churchwardens. Alternatively, you may send it to the Parish Office
(address on the back cover of the magazine) if you wish.
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YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593
PLAYTIME PLUS
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s)
Every TUESDAY & Wednesday during term
time from 9.30 am—11 am
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill
Contact: Parish Office 01670 503326
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's
(Contact Parish Office 01670 503326)
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan
Tel: 07736108772
'Family Events' once a month at Morpeth
Methodist Church (Contact 01670 511078)
BOYS BRIGADE (Manchester St. HQ)
Revd Simon White (Captain)
Mrs Val Cowan (Chaplain)
Tel: 07887 594161
Tuesdays: Company Section from 7.30-9pm

GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS
Rainbows
2nd St James Monday
All Saints School
3rd St Mary's Tuesday
Abbeyfields First School
Brownies
2nd St James Monday
All Saints School
St Aidan’s Wednesday
Parish Hall
3rd St Mary’s Tuesday
Abbeyfields First School
Guides
2nd St James (see contact details below)

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly
Tel: 01670 783434
112kellyhpl@aol.com
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS
Low Stanners HQ
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday
4th Morpeth Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday
4th Morpeth Scouts
Monday & Wednesday
Morpeth Methodist Church
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday
Explorer Scouts- Friday
Further information: Clive Rich 01670 511623

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH
WEBSITE www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm For Safeguarding,
see also Diocesan policies on www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx

YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN CONCORD
£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page
£66 for 2/3 page £99 for full page
You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy and your ad will appear in
eleven editions of the magazine (July & August is a double issue)
Contact Dave Pope for details
Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk

PARISH 36DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES)
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA Tel: 503326
Email: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com
Web: www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER
Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com

PCC SECRETARY
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY)
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday)
The Rectory Cottingwood Lane Morpeth
Tel: 01670 517716
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew Hill,
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593) (Mon, Fri & Sun)
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com
Revd Elizabeth Brown (Assoc. Priest)
Tel: 07768075803
READERS
Mrs Vivienne Sommerville Tel: 513181
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER
Mrs Kathleen Simpson Tel: 518209
MUSICAL DIRECTORS
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149
MOTHERS UNION
Mrs Pauline Young Tel: 511407

MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel: 512879
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD)
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk
Miss Pat Baker Tel: 503429
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James)
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan)
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary)
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928
CHAPLAINCY TEAM
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper
Tel.511593) (Mon, Fri & Sun)
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com

CHURCHWARDENS
Mrs Carol Reed 513017
Mt Jonathan Richardson
Mr Michael Daws 515128
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair)
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk

Pinewood Drive
Lancaster Park
Morpeth
Northumberland
NE61 3RD
Tel : 01670 512803
Head Teacher
Mr N Reeson
http://www.morpethallsaints.com/

FINANCE & RECORDS
Treasurer: Mr Robert Bing
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com
Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: 503584
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520

Chair of Governors
Mr Brian Hedley (Mitford Church)
01670 514836 hedleys@outlook.com

