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D C THOMPSON 
PROPERTY & GARDENING   

MAINTENANCE 
All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance 

Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled 
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs 

Just the price that suits you right 
Phone at any time for help and advice 

7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL 
Tel: 01670 520203 

Phil Walker APFS 

Chartered Financial Planner 

Specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 

• Investment Growth 

• Retirement Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Saving 

• Long Term Care Planning 

St. James's Place Partnership  
19E The Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill Road,  

Blagdon, Northumberland, NE13 6DA 

Tel: 01670 789797 or 07711 556332 Fax: 01670 789963  
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk   Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

 
  

To offer support, care and social contact to those experiencing mental  
health problems and their carers 

FREE 1 -2-1 Counselling   Fun Activities   Support and Advice 
Drop In to the Coffee Den for a welcoming cuppa 

Open Tue – Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm                             See ya soon 

Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group 
Ltd 

7 Grey’s Yard, Oldgate 
Morpeth  NE61 1QD 

01670 510652   

mailto:phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjpp.co.uk/philwalker
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 WELCOME to PAUL and LOUISE RUSBY 
 
The poet Sheenagh Pugh talks 
about a traveller who sets off 
“on a new way, across hills you 
must climb without knowing 
what’s on the other side.”   
I wonder how many times you 
may have started something 
new, “without knowing what’s 
on the other side?” Maybe you 
could give some advice to Louise 
and I as we start our journey 
with you at Morpeth. It seems slightly strange to talk about starting at 
Morpeth as it has been our home for over 25 years and Louise has lived 
here all her life (she would tell me off if I said how many years that is!) 
 
We are really excited to be joining you at Morpeth Parish. We have three 
wonderful grown up children who all went to school in Morpeth. Zoe has 
two children, our super grandchildren, and she works in a local school. Ben 
has travelled the world teaching kayaking, outdoor sports and mountain 
biking and has now returned to do a business degree at York. Josh has just 
finished his maths degree from Stirling this year (so if you know anyone 
with a job for a hard working first class maths graduate, please let me 
know!). Louise teaches at a primary school in Ellington and I am 
Headteacher at a primary school in Cramlington.  
 
I have been training for ordained ministry for the last three years (or 
maybe all my life). We had a plan. The plan was to finish the training and 
return to Mitford and Hebron, our church for the last 22 years where I have 
been a reader since 2003. It was a good plan, but it turns out it wasn’t 
God’s plan. As part of the next stage of my training, starting in July, we are 
blessed to have been invited to take the next road of our journey to 
Morpeth Parish. We are really excited to being part of the Morpeth family. 
I was due to be ordained a deacon this year. Due to the current 
restrictions, the ordination services planned for 4th July 2020 have been 
postponed to possibly October 2020. Instead, on 4th July, I will be licensed 
by Bishop Christine as a lay worker to the Parish of Morpeth.  
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Louise and I are both continuing our teaching jobs and we will continue 
to live in the same address on Lancaster Park unless our lads eat us out of 
house and home, which any of you with 20+ year olds living at home will 
understand! 
 
Louise and I are keen (if rather slow) walkers and can often be found 
walking the footpaths and bridleways around Morpeth, Hebron and the 
outlying villages or stopping for the obligatory espresso and scone. We 
have found a great spiritual and physical blessing in pilgrimage walks and 
last year completed many stages of St Oswald’s Way and the whole of the 
Camino Ingles to Santiago de Compostela. We love to travel, especially to 
the Hebridean islands which we visit each year in our search for cowrie 
shells, pebbles and moments to immerse ourselves in the beauty of 
creation.  
 
As we make our exciting journey to join you at Morpeth, we are very 
conscious that these are very different times we are living in. We have 
enjoyed watching the YouTube services of Morning Prayer, Sunday 
Services, Tea Time Church and Wild and Free Worship. There is a real joy 
in watching so many members of the Morpeth church family sharing in 
these services. It has been a real blessing to be able to join you ‘remotely’ 
for these services. We continue to pray for you and the whole Morpeth 
community and give thanks to God for calling us to be with you 
With our love and prayers,  
Paul and Louise Rusby                
Email address:    paulrusby1@gmail.com 
 

 
Almighty God, we thank you that you have 

brought Paul and Louise to join our 

parish. We welcome them and their family 

as they become part of our church family. 

May we offer support to them as they minister to us and may our parish 

family strengthen their faith and deepen their discipleship as they will 

deepen ours. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we grow together in 

faith and be witnesses to the love of God and the peace of Christ. All this 

we pray in Christ’s Holy Name. Amen. 

mailto:paulrusby1@gmail.com
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WELCOME to CAROL BUTLER 
 
Hello my name is Carol and I feel 
privileged and excited about 
becoming the new Diocesan 
Safeguarding Advisor.  
I have worshipped in Morpeth at  
St James, attending the 8’oclock 
service for a number of years and I 
am looking forward to meeting and 
getting to know others in our parish 
in my new role with the diocese. 
 
I have worked in the area of safeguarding and risk management for over 
30 years in both statutory and voluntary/community sector(s).  
Along the way I have met some amazing people, colleagues and those we 
serve, whose passion, commitment and generosity has been inspirational 
and motivating. I consider myself fortunate and blessed.  
 
I believe I will continue in this new role to meet and come to know special 
and inspiring colleagues & partners. 
I am passionate about working closely with survivors of trauma and 
abuse, to hear from them what they need from us and how we can better 
engage with them. 
I am looking forward to meeting colleagues over the coming weeks and 
months and talking to you about safeguarding in our diocese. 

 
Carol, a specialist in safeguarding and risk management, 
is the new Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser, succeeding 
Ruth Rogan who retires from this full time role at the end 
of June but will continue to work in the Diocese.. Carol will 
have overall responsibility for the strategic and 
operational activities of the diocesan team and is 

accountable to Bishop Christine.  Morpeth parish Safeguarding Officer is 
still Pauline Young and names and contact details for  Morpeth Parish 
Responsible Caring Group can be found on page 35 of the magazine.  
Please hold all who work in Safeguarding in your prayers.—Ed 
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For those of you who are wondering why there’s no 
Rector’s article in this month’s magazine, be assured 
that it’s missing because Simon didn’t write one. The 
reason for him not writing one, is because our new 
soon-to-be-Curate , Paul Rusby did it instead, so 
Simon gets a pass this month.   We’ve also got a new 
Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor, who worships in the 
parish, so welcome to Carol Butler, who was here 
already! 

What else is new? Not a great deal, to be honest. His Holiness, Dave, the 
Pope, is still on the go-out-for-bread-milk-eggs-and-chocolate run, 
because yours truly is too scared to brave the supermarket and he isn’t.   
 
The consumption of huge amounts of starchy, sugary, carbohydraty (is 
that a word? I don’t think it is) food has wreaked havoc on at least one 
body beautiful in Vatican Terrace.  Thank  goodness there are still some 
voluminous tent-like garments  in the wardrobe.  I suspect Dave is doing 
secret exercises . I am  not.  His clothes still fit him. Mine do not.  
 
I had an interesting conversation online recently, with a friend who is a 
professional musician and voice teacher in London. We were talking 
about the dire effect of this pandemic on so many aspects of the Arts, 
especially for those whose livelihood depends on bringing them to us. 
Thousands of people are affected and many theatres and performance 
venues of all kinds are in serious danger of closure. You can, though, 
watch all kinds of performances ’live’ online and donate to in lieu of 
tickets. There’s some seriously good stuff out there and  it’s a win-win for 
you and for the creatives and the venues that  are struggling to survive, so 
do think about donating and if you can’t do that, or are already 
supporting something else, then please keep all those, like my son, who 
are feeling very insecure and struggling to make ends meet, in your 
prayers.  
There hasn't been much to celebrate recently, but how fortunate we are 
to live in a town that’s got so many trees. I know it  sounds mad, but  
being able to walk around Morpeth in the past few months really has 
been a blessing, as has the reduction in  air pollution. Thanks be to God 
for those things at least. 
Val Pope 
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Floe Pilates, Fitness and Wellbeing  
offers small group Pilates classes  
and one to one fitness sessions 

A maximum of ten people per class  
means you get the attention you need 

 
Classes available throughout the week and at weekends 
New beginners class starting at 10amTuesday 24th September 
at St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill  
 Get in touch for more information and to book your space.  

floepilates@gmail.com 

Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 48fifty / 0781 888 7157 

mailto:floepilates@gmail.com
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Why sometimes you need a broken heart 
 

There is a Hasidic tale which evokes Deuteronomy 11:18, and seems especially apt 
for now: 
 
‘The pupil comes to the rabbi and asks, “Why does Torah tell us to ‘place these words 
upon our hearts’? Why does it not tell us to place these holy words in our hearts?” 
The rabbi answers, “It is because as we are, our hearts are closed, and we cannot 
place the holy words in our hearts. So, we place them on top of our hearts. And there 
they stay, until, one day, the heart breaks, and the words fall in.”’ 
 
It’s often the case that our own breakthroughs seem to happen when we, ourselves, 
break open, isn’t it?  
 
This has been, without doubt, a time of breaking open; if not for us personally, then 
almost certainly for some of those we know and love. 
 
And we’re all affected, in different ways. We’ve all experienced disorientation. We’ve 
all lost direct contact with people we love. Many still have no physical contact with 
others. There’s a place for keeping calm and carrying on, but there’s time enough to 
honour sorrow, too. 
 
The words of the Aaronic blessing have flowed so beautifully through the world, in 
song, this season. So often, it’s when ‘all is well’ that we perceive God’s blessing in 
our lives. But how resonant, those words, from within a place where all is not? 
 
Perhaps we can treasure those words that may have rested gently on our hearts, 
awaiting the time they fall a little further into place. May we thus be open, within this 
historic opening. And may, indeed: 

 

‘the LORD bless you 
and keep you; 
the LORD make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face towards you 
and give you peace.’ 

 
Brian Draper  
For details about Brian’s work, visit www.briandraper.org 
 

http://www.briandraper.org
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Songs of Praise June 2020   
Since Lockdown, I have been watching 
Songs of Praise every week.  
I always find that some parts of the 
program are uplifting and inspiring.  
 

Due to Covid-19, the programmes now consist of highlights from 
previous shows. They usually have themes for the show. Hence the 
theme for Sunday June 7th  was how music can help us through difficult 
times. For me the highlights were: 
 
• A Gospel music convention in London. People came from all over 
Europe e.g. from Switzerland and Rumania 
 
• An interview with Julian Lloyd Webber form Westminster Central 
Hall. This has one of the largest organs in the country. Julian (and 
Andrew’s) father , William, was head of Music at the Central Hall for 
twenty four years 
 
• A ‘larger than life’ Chaplain in Bangor, Wales. He enriched the lives 
of dementia patients by singing  songs (not necessarily religious) to and 
with them  
 
Songs played in the program included ‘Love Divine.’ and ‘I will sing the 
wondrous story’. I like being able to see ordinary members of the 
congregation singing. The program ended with an inspiring hymn, I 
hadn’t heard before sung in St Thomas the Martyr (in the centre of 
Newcastle) 
 
At the time of writing I haven’t seen the programme on June 14. It will 
concentrate on Christian activities in the Outdoors. There will be 
features on kayaking, motorsport and YMCA rafting. 
 
There are normally inspiring interviews/testimonies on Songs of Praise. 
Two recent ones are: 
A chap who had been a heroin addict for twenty years, who gave his life 
to Christ, due to being befriended by a Christian Charity which runs a 
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 Tree Surgeon business. He then started working for them and has now 
become the head tree surgeon. He says it is great that his family now 
come for him for advice and no longer regard him as a problem member 
of the family. 
Ricky Otto, a former Birmingham City Footballer who is now pastor of a 
church in Birmingham. Ricky scored a famous goal against Liverpool in the 
FA Cup and has a powerful testimony. 
 
Currently, the main Presenters of Songs of praise ate Katherine Jenkins, 
Revd Kate Bottley, Aled Jones and Sean Fletcher (who presents the Sports 
section on Good Morning Britain). 
 
On a PC, Laptop or other device, you can find all the programmes shown 
in the last 30 days on BBC iPlayer by: 
 
1. Searching for ‘Songs of Praise and clicking on the link which says 
‘Songs of Praise – BBC One’ 
2. An ‘iPlayer’ icon should appear. On my PC it appears in the centre 
of the screen. You can then click on the ‘All Available Episodes’ icon and 
you will see the Easter Sunday episode. 
 
You will need to register with the BBC to actually play this program on the 
PC/laptop. If you have a suitable TV you can also find the program by 
searching on the TV 
 
Yours in Christ 
Peter Winslow 
This link gets you to the BBC info page if you haven't already got a BBC 
account—Ed 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/account/how-do-i-create-a-bbc-account/   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/account/how-do-i-create-a-bbc-account/
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Ask Him for ‘pandemic grace’ 
 

There are hardships you and your family might be facing, as you try to respond well to 
the challenges brought about by this COVID-19 pandemic. 
At the 2nd Lausanne Congress in 1989 in Manila, a Chinese brother shared the story of 
his imprisonment in a labour camp in China because of his faith. The authorities 
thought that the best way to reform and torture him was to make him empty the 
cesspool of human waste. All the human waste collected from the entire camp 
stagnated in that cesspool. He shared these words: 
 
“I had to walk into the disease-ridden mass to empty it, and all the time I had to inhale 
that horrible stench. My captors thought it was the best place for a Christian leader, 
but I enjoyed working in the cesspool because I liked the solitude.  
“In the labour camp, all prisoners were under constant surveillance. None of us could 
be alone. Only when I worked in the cesspool could I be alone, then I could pray to our 
Lord as loudly as I wanted. I could recite the Scriptures and psalms of the Bible that I 
still remembered. No one would come close enough to protest. In those years, one of 
my favourite hymns when I worked in the pit was ‘In the Garden’. And when I sang this 
hymn in the cesspool, I understood the meaning of garden, and I knew where God was. 
I met my Lord in the garden of the cesspool.” 
That Chinese brother could be thankful for the cesspool. There, he experienced 
‘cesspool grace’. That is a grace that can only be experienced in a cesspool. I am 
sharing this story with you because I think it holds some real perspective for our lives 
today.  
Because of coronavirus, you may be facing some very heavy challenges in your life. 
Maybe it is the loss of a loved one to Covid-19, maybe your business has collapsed,  
or your job disappeared. Maybe you can no longer pay the rent or mortgage.   
Maybe you or a loved one is struggling with depression or anxiety and stress. In these 
days of global pandemic, we are facing circumstances and challenges unlike anything 
that we’ve experienced before. It is my hope and prayer that, if you are in trouble, you 
will turn to God and see and experience the unique grace that is offered to you in that 
circumstance by your Heavenly Father, your faithful Heavenly Father. Anxiety grace. 
Unemployment grace. Depression grace.  
Like our brother in the cesspool, in every circumstance, you too can have the 
opportunity to experience the closeness of God in your suffering in a very unique way.   
Today, if you feel overwhelmed with the challenges the pandemic has thrown at you, 
may God would grant to you COVID-19 grace—a grace that you can only experience in 
the midst of a COVID-19 pandemic. May God be with you, my friend. 
Michael Oh 
This article has been adapted from a longer article by Michael Oh, Global Executive 
Director / CEO of the Lausanne Movement - Ed 
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♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣ 
BRIDGE CLASSES IN MORPETH 

Come and learn the most intriguing game in the world 
Stimulate your brain and make new friends 

Classes to suit all levels: 
Beginners - Year 1 -  Wednesday evening (another when demand is shown) 
Developing Bridge - Year 2 - Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening 
Continuing Bridge -Tuesday morning 
            We are happy to teach small groups on request. 
  For more information please contact: 
       Aileen Cunningham   01670 513369 
       John Kingcome   01670 513469 
       Cyril Meehan   01670 5129879 
 or visit our website www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk 

Play and learn sessions with help from teachers. Just drop in – with or without 
a partner.  Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 4.30 pm  ongoing , including holidays 

at Hepscott Village Hall 

 

• Top quality used vehicles 
• Comprehensive warranty 

When you produce this advert 
See our wide selection at 

www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk 
Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1 

http://www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk
http://www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk
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Looking for pearls…..  
 

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has redeemed from the 
power of the enemy.” Ps. 107 vs 2. 

 
Right near the beginning of the present ‘lockdown’, I remember Simon 
encouraging us- perhaps in his first Sunday address on YouTube- to look for 
pearls beneath our feet. 
Well, I hadn’t been looking, but I found one. 
It was a little revelation as to what ‘redemption’ might mean. 
 
If you are like me, there are some words to do with faith which seem to be 
used a lot, and it seems as if those using them and nearly everyone listening- 
excluding me- knows what they mean.  I’m thinking of words like ‘salvation’ 
and ‘grace’…and ‘redemption’.  It was as if, once one had ‘become a 
Christian’, the meaning of these words was revealed in an instant. Sadly, that 
didn’t happen for me. 
For years it was a background source of frustration that preachers didn’t 
explain what they meant by these words, and neither did my friends in the 
Bible study group.  Of course, my main problem was not asking anyone! 
So, in the end, the Lord showed me what redemption can mean. 
Have you heard of ‘Posh pawn’?  It’s a TV programme in which rich people 
go to a ‘posh pawnbroker’ to pawn one of their lovely possessions to pay for 
something else lovely which they’d really like…..hair extensions was one 
example. 
That got me thinking about whether they eventually got their first 
possession back, and how. Then I remembered that when you pawn 
something, you have to ‘redeem  it’.  You have to pay for it to get it back.  So 
in Christian terms, people say that Jesus has bought us back from the power 
of the devil by dying on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin.  
That was fine.  I could understand that. Perhaps you know a hymn which 
starts, “There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son”?  That’s a ‘pearl’ in 
itself, when we realise it. 
But then it dawned on me that Jesus redeems other things, too.  Here’s how 
I realised it, and for me it is another pearl. 
Last year, several of us attended some sessions on prayer. They were ‘one-to
-one’ with Rev. Ian Flintoft and Yvonne, a reader.  
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One of the exercises Ian suggested was to map key moments in my life 
and see which had been ‘good’ or ‘bad’.   
The result looked like a river with various tributaries.  ‘Events’ were 
labelled and I coloured them- brown for ‘bad’ and green for ‘good’. 
 
Guess what?  After a few moments of shading in a great deal of brown,  
I realised that I actually needed to be using green!  That time of upheaval 
when we moved?…..I met lovely people in my new school, and started 
learning with a wonderful piano teacher. I had to mix with people from 
very different backgrounds to me, and get on with them. What a crucial 
lesson for life!  
That time of severe homesickness at university?  Again, I met lovely 
people, and it’s meant I can truly understand people who are shy, lonely 
and feel ‘out of place’.  It was there that I met Christian people who 
showed true faith and encouraged faith in me. 
The constant difficulties I had in doing my job?  It meant I always had to 
depend on God. I started re-using Bible verses to fortify me. There were 
often times when I wondered if I could keep going, but there was always 
help at hand from my colleagues and husband- and, importantly, laughter. 
And again, it meant I could understand other people who had similar 
problems.  
 
Lots of brown patches turned to green.  They had been times of hurt and 
failure, but God had redeemed every one of them, I realised. I can 
remember the homesickness, the missing of my first home and friends, 
the feeling of inadequacy at work, but I don’t feel them.  God has 
‘redeemed those feelings from  the enemy’…..The enemy would like them 
to continue to hurt and make me feel inadequate and miserable …but no 
longer does even one of the memories have that power. Instead, God has 
shown me the amazing number of good things which came from all those 
brown patches.  He has ‘bought them back’. 
 
So, ‘the redeemed of the Lord’ is saying so, and saying a very big “thank 
You, Father”.  
 
Janet Hedley 
 



16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Could under-fives be the key to significant church growth? 
  

New research has shown that young families with children under five could be a 
vital element for church growth.  
 
The Talking Toddlers report, using recent research by Savanta ComRes, found that 
74% of all parents with children under the age of five have attended a church-
based activity in the past year. 
 
Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, assistant director of HOPE Together, said: “We so often 
hear about aging church, but here is something new – very young church. Can the 
church reach a generation of under-fives and their parents? Could they be the 
missing link for church growth? 
 
“These families are already in touch with us, many are open and questioning and 
the opportunity is now.’ 
 
The research was commissioned by HOPE Together, the Church of England, and the 
Evangelical Alliance, to highlight the potential for sustained church growth if the 
church nurtures the faith of under-fives and their parents. The findings include:   
 
• Churches are already in contact with nearly three-quarters of all parents of 
under-fives in Great Britain. 
• 74% of all parents with children under the age of five have attended a 
church activity in the past 12 months. 
• 12% of all parents of under-fives are practising Christians, double the num-
ber of practising Christians in the population. 
• 62% of all parents of under-fives are not active Christians, but they have 
attended a church activity for this age group in the past year. 
 
More info at:  www.hopetogether.org.uk/talkingtoddlers 

http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/talkingtoddlers
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YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN CONCORD 
£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page 
£66 for 2/3 page £99  for full page 

You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy and your ad 
will appear  

in eleven editions of the magazine (July & August is a double 
issue) 

 
Contact Dave Pope for details 

Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email: 
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 

mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk


18 

SOME THEOLOGICAL MUSINGS ON THE CORONA VIRUS 
 
During the past few months, I have, like many other people, spent a lot of time at 
home alone,  and during that time I have come up with various ideas about how I 
might spend such time. One way I have spent the time is doing some reflecting upon 
God's purpose in creating the corona virus. If that astonishes you, then just think 
about it. We Christians believe that God created all things or perhaps everything but 
the corona virus?. So did God create the corona virus? 
 
At first, I thought about the many good things that have come out of the present 
situation. The many individuals who have responded to the needs of the elderly and 
very vulnerable, for example.. Young people working with their grandma to produce 
face masks, which would then be passed on to the NHS. The incredible sum of money 
raised by Captain Tom. And then of course the Thursday clap-ins, thanking the NHS 
for its marvellous response to the pandemic; and for the love and care shown to the 
victims of the virus by doctors and nurses. 
 
It was at this point that I said to myself, does that really answer the question, because 
it surely still leaves us with this pernicious virus, a deadly source of disease. At this 
point what popped up in my mind was can God be thought of as someone, who not 
only creates evil, but actually condones it. 
I happen to be one of those Christians, who with some reluctance, think that God 
created the possibility of a devil. I hold to this, because God surely is the creator of all 
things. Something to which early Christian writers were attested, who believed that 
the devil was a fallen angel, cast out of heaven, because he had embraced the 
fundamental sin of pride. Traditionally Christians have embraced this view.. Yet there 
is so much to suggest that it was human beings who created the devil, as it-provides 
them with an alibi for their sinful acts. As an aside, in recent years, the Church of 
England has recently promoted a debate on whether the devil should be still included 
in the baptism liturgy. At first the  answer was “No”, but then the Church had second 
thoughts, because of the outcry from many of its members  There was at this point 
undoubtedly in the opinion of many a loss of  theological nerve. So  those being 
baptised in the future, are still stuck with “renouncing the devil and all rebellion 
against God”, or in the case of infants, his or her godparents being obliged to do so on 
the young child's behalf 
 
So the question still remains. What is our answer to the question, did God create the 
corona virus with a purpose in mind?. We believe of course that God gives us free will. 
We are at liberty even to sin, knowing that  in due course, if we confess them with the 
intention of not sinning again, that God will forgive us, so that we can start again, as 
committed follower of Jesus, What is particularly remarkable is that God's response is 
to continue to relate to us as if our sins never took place. Because we have free will, 
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we have opportunities to confront all that is bad and nasty in the world, as we believe 
God does too. This was very evident when Jesus in his earthly ministry met human 
beings, suffering from some disease. When this occurred, Jesus made a clear response, 
healing the afflicted person, and when challenged by the scribes and Pharisees, telling 
his hearers that such healings displayed the glory of God. So maybe diseases like the 
corona virus give us opportunities to follow in Jesus' footsteps. 
 
But yet I still think we do not have a really satisfactory answer to the question,  because 
we are left with a doctrine of creation, that includes the creating of something that has 
the most deadly consequences, and saying that God is responsible.. Can we really 
believe that God is the source of evil? I did read a few weeks ago in a newspaper of a 
scientist who was  arguing  that the virus, in scientific terms, undoubtedly has a 
beneficial purpose. In other words we should not jump to the conclusion that the virus 
does not necessarily have a negative purpose. But can we really accept that? 
 
Of course we Christians are Easter people, believing that Christ has risen; and has 
thereby  conquered sin and death, so that loyal followers of Jesus have been given back 
the life that God promised to all human beings, when he created humanity and the 
cosmos.. God even gives faithful followers of Jesus the opportunity to share  in Christ's 
sufferings and thereby share with Christ in his glory. So in believing that Christ has died, 
been buried and risen again Jesus also shares with  human beings or suffering human 
communities in their sufferings – their experience is his.. So because of this, sin and 
death no longer hold humanity in their thrall.  All this because God himself in Jesus has 
been crucified – crucified for us sinners, so that a new world and  a new world order 
might be  born in which human  beings share in the life of God. So life may well mean 
confronting such pernicious things as the corona virus – doing so knowing that God is 
on our side, confronting evil in the expectation that  in the end, God's creation will one 
day indeed be perfect, as it was at the beginning. So one can only conclude that 
because God loves humanity and desires that it will love Him, that he has granted free 
will, knowing that this makes evil a possibility in the human realm. 
 
So we  know that because God gives humanity the opportunity to make ethical choices, 
that God is the ultimate author of evil. It is not of course so much God creating evil, as 
allowing evil to be a possibility. What is more crucial is that God calls human beings  to 
join him in a constant battle against evil, confronting it whether committed by human 
communities or by individuals.. So all of us, who are confronting the virus today, can 
claim that God is on our side-- seeing it as one example of human beings choosing to 
side with God and bring his coming Kingdom that bit nearer. 
 
Canon David Parker 
.   
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COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters 
Family Firm Established 1920 

 Day & Night Service 

 Very Competitive Prices 

 Chapel of Rest 

 Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRICK SPEIRS 
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 
 

new installations, rewires, sockets, 
fuse board upgrades, lighting, 

electrical installation condition reports 
free estimates and advice, fully insured 

professional friendly service 
 

mob. 07969908064 
tel. 01670 226239 

email. paddyspeirs@gmail.com 
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JULY CROSSWORD 

Across 
1  ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may 
strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) 
(6) 
4  ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner 
were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6) 
7  ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) 
(4)  
8  See 5 Down  
9  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)  
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single 
hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)  
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your 
— men will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3) 
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 
19:14) (8)  
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — 
restored, you will be left with nothing in 
Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)  
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make you — for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)  
26 Intended destination of arrows 

(Lamentations 3:12) (6)  
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6) 
 
Down 
1  ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find — for your 
souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4) 
2  Where Peter was when he denied Christ 
three times (Luke 22:55) (9) 
3  Remarkable early 20th-century Indian 
evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, — 
Sundar Singh (5) 
4  ‘Now the king had put the officer on 
whose — — leaned in charge of the 
gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2) 
5  and 8 Across The Lover describes 
this facial feature of the Beloved thus: 
‘Your — is like the tower of Lebanon 
looking towards — ’ (Song of Songs 7:4) 
(4,8)  
6  ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5) 
10 Trout (anag.) (5)  
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) 
(5)  
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 
10:3) (5)  
13 One of the clans descended from 
Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)  
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, 
“one who — bread into the bowl with 
me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)  
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)  
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)  
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as 
king of the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 
5:31) (4) 
 
Answers on page  34 
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Online services (supposed to be true—but who can say?) 
When our church began live streaming its services, our minister was 
at first a bit nervous. Still, he kept his cool, and you would never 
have known he was struggling until he reached the Apostles’ Creed. 
Then he firmly announced that Jesus was..."confused by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary..."  
 
Our minister is still getting used to live streaming our church 
services. Last Sunday he invited us to join him digitally in prayer by 

saying firmly: "Let's bow our eyes and close our heads." 
 
Our minister wanted the title of his next sermon to be posted ahead of time on the 
church website. He rang our church warden and said that the title was to be: ‘Are 
Ministers Crazy?’ Not hearing this as a question, the church warden dutifully posted: 
‘Our Minister's Crazy.’ 
 
Kids Stuff 
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, five, and Ryan, three. The boys 
began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the chance for 
a moral lesson. "If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 'Let my brother have the first 
pancake, I can wait.'” Quick as a wink, Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 
"Ryan, you be Jesus!"  
 
A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up to him, 
grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. 
"Daddy, what happened to him?" 
"He died and went to heaven," the father replied.  
The boy thought a moment and then asked: "Why did God throw him back down?"  
 

  
In the Supermarket 
While waiting in a long queue early one morning for the supermarket 
to open for us ‘seniors’, I was surprised to see a young man saunter 
along and try to cut in at the front of the queue. A furious old lady 
waved her cane at him, and he quickly backed away. 
A moment later, the young man tried again. He managed to dodge the 
old lady, but then two old men started shouting at him. Again, the 
young man backed away. But he wasn’t giving up, and soon the young 
man approached the queue for the third time. By now, all of us 

pensioners were ready for him, an angry wall of opposition. The young man stood 
there for a moment, and then shrugged his shoulders. "If you people won't let me 
unlock the door, none of you will ever get in to shop." 
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What is the difference between praise and worship?" 
 
I got this off the internet and I found it fascinating. I have always known in my 
heart that worship is something special. And what I have just read confirms it.  
I wonder if you agree. 
 
Question. “What is the difference between praise and worship?" 
Answer: Understanding the difference between praise and worship can bring a 
new depth to the way we honour the Lord. Throughout the Bible, the commands 
to "praise the Lord" are too numerous to mention.  
Angels and the heavenly hosts are commanded to praise the Lord (Psalm 89:5; 
103:20; 148:2).  
All inhabitants of the earth are instructed to praise the Lord (Psalm 138:4; 
Romans 15:11).  
We can praise Him with singing (Isaiah 12:5; Psalm 9:11), with shouting (Psalm 
33:1; 98:4), with the dance (Psalm 150:4), and with musical instruments. (1 
Chronicles 13:8; Psalm 108:2; 150:3-5). 
Praise is the joyful recounting of all God has done for us. It is closely intertwined 
with thanksgiving as we offer back to God appreciation for His mighty works on 
our behalf. Praise is universal and can be applied to other relationships as well. 
We can praise our family, friends, boss, or paperboy. Praise does not require 
anything of us. It is merely the truthful acknowledgment of the righteous acts of 
another. Since God has done many wonderful deeds, He is worthy of praise 
(Psalm 18:3). 
Worship, however, comes from a different place within our spirits. Worship 
should be reserved for God alone (Luke 4:8). Worship is the art of losing self in 
the adoration of another. Praise can be a part of worship, but worship goes 
beyond praise. Praise is easy; worship is not.  
Worship gets to the heart of who we are. To truly worship God, we must let go of 
our self-worship. We must be willing to humble ourselves before God, surrender 
every part of our lives to His control, and adore Him for who He is, not just what 
He has done.  
Worship is a lifestyle, not just an occasional activity. Jesus said the Father is 
seeking those who will worship Him "in spirit and in truth" (John 4:23). 
 
In Scripture, praise is usually presented as boisterous, joyful, and uninhibited.  
God invites praise of all kinds from His creation. Jesus said that if people don't 
praise God, even the "stones will cry out" (Luke 19:40).  
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When the Bible mentions worship, however, the tone changes. We read verses 
like, "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness" (Psalm 96:9). And, "Come let us 
worship and bow down" (Psalm 95:6). Often, worship is coupled with the act of 
bowing or kneeling, which shows humility and contrition (2 Chronicles 29:28; 
Hebrews 11:21; Revelation 19:10). It is through true worship that we invite the 
Holy Spirit to speak to us, convict us, and comfort us. Through worship, we realign 
our priorities with God's and acknowledge Him once more as the rightful Lord of 
our lives. 
 
Just as praise is intertwined with thanksgiving, worship is intertwined with 
surrender. It is impossible to worship God and anything else at the same time 
(Luke 4:8). The physical acts often associated with worship—bowing, kneeling, 
lifting hands—help to create the necessary attitude of humility required for real 
worship. Wise worship leaders know how to structure a worship service to allow 
participants to both praise and worship the Lord. Often, services begin with joyous 
praise songs and transition to a quieter, more introspective opportunity for 
worship. 
 
Worship is an attitude of the heart. A person can go through the outward motions 
and not be worshiping (Psalm 51:16-17; Matthew 6:5-6). God sees the heart, and 
He desires and deserves sincere, heartfelt praise and worship. 
Taken from an internet web page called - gotquestions.org 
Keith Pratt 

Online ‘Talking Jesus’ course FREE during the Covid-19 lockdown 

  
HOPE Together has made the hugely popular Talking Jesus course available, rent free, 
to watch online during the Covid-19 crisis.  
  
Roy Crowne, executive director of HOPE Together, said: ‘We have had lots of re-
quests during the Covid-19 lockdown to make the Talking Jesus course available 
online. There seems to be an increased interest from non-Christians in spiritual issues. 
People are searching for hope. We want to help equip Christians to tell their story and 
to talk about the hope we have because of Jesus.’ 
  
The Talking Jesus course includes six video-based teaching sessions with inspirational 
testimonies. To access the course free until end of August visit: 
www.hopetogether.org.uk/talkingjesus 
 

gotquestions.org
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1484401&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=71b0d38d87c1db7e1b1fd3341518c1cf&lnk=1&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fslkvgltvgsvi.lit.fp%2fTilfk%2fTilfk.zhkc%3fRW%3d675134
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New Archbishop of York to be confirmed 
 

Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed 
as the 98th Archbishop of York this month.  The 
service, at 11am on Thursday 9th July, will be 
broadcast entirely via video conference due to the 
Coronavirus restrictions.  
The service, which had been due to take place in 
York Minster, will be in two parts. A legal 
ceremony with readings, prayers and music, will 
be followed by a film marking the start of Bishop 
Stephen’s ministry as Archbishop of York.   
 
 

Bishop Stephen Cottrell says: 
“I am looking forward to beginning my ministry as the 98th Archbishop of York. 
This isn’t quite how I imagined it would begin. It is certainly the first time an 
Archbishop’s election will have been confirmed via video conference. But we ’re 
all having to re-imagine how we live our lives and how we inhabit the world.  
“These are difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of God 
that is given us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even to those who while 
never attending a service in York Minster, might have a look online  
Following in the footsteps of my many predecessors, I look forward to serving 
our nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ to our world, especially 
here in the north.” 
 
The service will be available on the Church of England website. https://

www.churchofengland.org/ Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s enthronement 
service will be announced later in the year.  
 
Prayer on the Election of the Archbishop of York  

Generous God, we give you thanks: 
you have heard our prayer, 
guided your people 
and raised up Stephen 
to serve as the next Archbishop of York.  
By your Holy Spirit, grant to him  
good counsel, holy insight and 
joy in the gospel, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
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Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 48fifty / 0781 888 7157 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HANDYMAN/HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
PLASTERING (SMALL JOBS) 
CONCRETING 
POINTING (STONE OR BRICK) 
PAVING 
PAINTING 
FENCING 
DEMOLITION 
GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
WEED SPRAYING 
MEDIUM SIZED TREE FELLING 

 
 COMPETITIVE RATES FOR ALL THE ABOVE 
 REFERENCES AVAILABLE AT YOUR REQUEST 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF HOME AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN. 

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE CALL ROB 

MOBILE 07729199026  HOUSE: 01670 788335 
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God in the Sciences 
A Scientist Reflects: Suffering and the Image of God 

 
As I write, volunteers are distributing food to people who have been deprived of their 
usual ways of earning an income during the lockdown in a Majority World country.  
I became involved in raising money for this initiative very recently, and saw videos from 
the first people to receive packages. There were expressions of happiness, hope, quiet 
sadness, resignation, desperation – most often a mixture of several of these feelings at 
the same time.  
I believe that our cries for answers at times like this, and our deep longing for things to be 
better, kinder, more just, less painful and chaotic, are a sign that we are made in the 
image of God. The Bible describes God creating men and women, instructing them to rule 
over the earth, and giving them the freedom to choose what they will do. The world God 
made was described as “very good”, but human wrongdoing caused a rift between 
people and God, and also between us and the rest of creation.  
From a scientist’s perspective, it seems that the potential for accidents, disease and 
death – for both animals and humans – may have been part of God’s very good creation, 
and there was a real threat of famine, albeit far rarer than in our current mismanaged 
version of creation? How would we have managed life in what Genesis describes as an  
un-subdued world if our relationship with God hadn’t broken down, and evil hadn’t been 
unleashed? Maybe painful experiences would have been experienced as challenges that 
brought us closer to each other and to God, rather than bringing us the experience of 
suffering (which I would define more particularly as involving distress, isolation and fear)? 
Of course, these are theoretical questions that no one can answer, but perhaps they are 
worth exploring.  
 
God has already responded to suffering at a root level by taking it on Himself.  
Through His death and resurrection, Jesus broke the power of sin and death. We do not 
yet see the final results of those decisive actions – the end of suffering for all those who 
trust Him – but we can already feel their impact. For example, many people have 
experienced the wonderful effect, either in their own lives or by receiving kindness from 
others, which is described by these words: “I will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26).  
Some of the people who received food yesterday were, in the words of the community 
team leader, “really desperate”, but yet they still trust God to meet their needs.  
My hope is that the worldwide Church will, with God’s help, be part of the answer to 
their prayers – demonstrating our true status as people made in the image of God.   
 
This article is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive 
relationship between Science and Christian faith.   
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Let Us Pray  
‘Love…bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends.’ (1 Corinthians 13:7-8) 
Loving God, strengthen our innermost being with your love that bears all things 
even the weight of this global pandemic 
even the long haul of watching for symptoms 
of patiently waiting for this to pass 
watching and waiting, keeping our gaze fixed on you, 
and looking out for our neighbours near and far. 
Instil in our shaken souls 
the belief and hope that all things 
are possible with your creative love  
for strangers to become friends 
for science to source solutions 
for resources to be generously shared 
so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need 
And let  your perfect love, that knows no borders 
cast out any fear and selfishness that divides us 
Lord, may your love that never ends 
be our comfort, strength and guide 
for the wellbeing of all and the glory of God.  
Amen. 
 
A prayer before silence 
Loving God, 
We seek your presence in the silence beyond words, looking to you for comfort, 
strength, protection and reassurance. Breathing with gratitude, holding on to 
hope; trusting with faith that you are still God in the midst of the turmoil 
and that your love reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Be present with us now. 
(Silence) 
Amen. 
 
A prayer for the church 
May your love that never fails strengthen the weak encourage the fearful, calm 
the anxious, heal the sick. 
Through your church – your washed hands and feet on earth –distant but still 
present, virtual but still connected -apart but still helping. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Amen. 
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A prayer for medical workers everywhere 
 Restoring and healing God, thank you for medical workers everywhere, 
embodying sacrificial love in these challenging times 
putting the welfare of others before their own; staying away from their family and 
loved ones; comforting the concerned and bereaved 
reassuring the anxious and vulnerable 
working to heal and restore people who are ill. 
Be their guide, strength, wisdom and hope. 
We pray for those in authority to do right by them 
for proper protective equipment to be provided 
and for their dedication to be met with much gratitude 
and appreciation when they return home, exhausted. 
And we pray for medical workers around the world, 
where resources and protective equipment 
are always in short supply, not only now but always. 
May these extraordinary times 
lead to deep and necessary changes in how our world works, 
resulting in a genuine effort to address the profound injustice 
of life expectancy being determined by geography, 
to awaken us all to the reality of how connected we all are 
and to work together to create the community and world 
we all want to be part of. 
So help us, God,  
Amen. 
 
 

The prayer that Jesus taught us 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
 
Amen. 



32 

From the Parish Registers 
 

In Memoriam 
June  
  
25th  Mary Pratt  
26th   Joan Hogg  



33 The Parish Cycle of Prayer  for JULY 

1st  For evangelists and their  preaching of the Gospel 

2nd  For help to express our belief in Christ’s  message  

3rd Thomas, Apostle For those who lack faith and   are crushed with self-doubt 

4th  For faithful church members whose ministry is their way of life 

5th 4th after Trinity For ministry teams and future church leaders in training  

6th Thomas More Those who work for justice under the threat of violence 

7th  For fair and equitable trade 

8th  For those who need work and those who need rest 

9th  For community support groups who go the extra mile 

10th  For those who face fear or uncertainty about the future 

11th Benedict For the dignity of manual labour in God’s service 

12th 5th after Trinity For God’s work on the edges of our Church 

13th  For growth in worshipping numbers and ways to serve  others 

14th John Keble Hymns and poems that help us  worship in spirit and truth 

15th Swithun, Bishop For the people in our link diocese in Winchester 

16th Osmund, Bishop For our growing work and partnership with local schools 

17th  For the generosity of family, friends and neighbours 

18th  For our mission plans of welcome and outreach 

19th 6th after Trinity For faithful teaching of the Gospel of Christ 

20th  For courage to face up to sin and turn to Christ 

21st  For unity amongst us as followers of Christ 

22nd Mary Magdalene For all women who follow Christ 

23rd  For our ministry to the elderly and the work of Anna Chaplains 

24th  For our  ministry of  mid week and healing support services 

25th James, Apostle For the faithful who are killed because they bear witness 

26th 7th after Trinity For the world around us and creation entrusted  to our hands 

27th  For those who need to feel God’s touch today 

28th  All in our region who care for the sick and dying 

29th Mary, Martha & Lazarus For modern day companions of the Lord 

30th William Wilberforce For campaigners for social justice 

31st Ignatius Loyola For those who guide the spiritual development of others 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1, Riches. 4, Abner’s. 7, Soul. 8, Damascus. 9, Statutes. 13, Add. 
16, Craftsmanship. 17, Old. 19, Redeemer. 24, Walls are. 25, Wise. 26, 
Target. 27, Thieve.  
DOWN: 1, Rest. 2, Courtyard. 3, Sadhu. 4, Arm he. 5, Nose. 6, Round. 10, 
Tutor. 11, Timid. 12, Sense. 13, Ashbelite. 14, Dips. 15, Echo. 18, Lhasa. 
20, Exact. 21, Erect. 22, Flog. 23, Mede. 

A JOKE AND OTHER SILLY STUFF 
A duck pops into a bar, hops up on a stool and orders a pint and a 
ham sandwich. 
The barman is a bit taken aback, and while putting up the duck's 
order he says, "We don't get a lot of talking ducks in here. What's 
the score with you?" 
"Oh", says the duck, "I'm working at the building site across the 
road. I'm a plasterer." 
The duck takes his pint and his sandwich, and starts reading The 
Mirror. 
"Excuse me," says the bloke on the next stool, "but I couldn't help 

noticing that you can talk, drink beer, eat a sandwich and read the paper. That's a bit 
special for a duck. Tell you what," he continues, "I'm the manager of a circus, and I 
could offer you a job. Good pay too." 
"Circus?", says the duck, "You mean clowns and animals and stuff, all in a big tent?" 
"That's right!, says the manager, "You'd be a great attraction." 
"Me?", says the duck, "What the **** would you want with a plasterer?" 
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PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR 
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593 
PLAYTIME PLUS 
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s) 
Every TUESDAY  & Wednesday during term 
time  from 9.30 am—11 am  
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill 
Contact: Parish Office 01670 fifty3326 
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's 
(Contact Parish Office 01670 fifty3326) 
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH 
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (Manchester St. HQ) 
Revd Simon White (Captain) 
Mrs Val Cowan (Chaplain)      
Tel: 07887 594161 
Tuesdays: Company Section from 7.30-9pm 
GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS  
Rainbows 
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School 
3rd St Mary's Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Brownies  
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School  
St Aidan’s Wednesday Parish Hall 

3rd St Mary’s Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Guides 
2nd St James  (see contact details below) 

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly  
Tel: 01670 783434      
112kellyhpl@aol.com 
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS 
Low Stanners HQ   
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth  Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth Scouts 
Monday & Wednesday  
Morpeth Methodist Church  
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday 
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday 
Explorer Scouts- Friday  
Further information: Clive Rich  01670 511623 

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 

SAFEGUARDING—Parish Responsible Caring Group 
Pauline Young - Parish Safeguarding Officer 07779132452 

Rev. Jeremy Cooper - 07798662544 
Kathryn Brown - 07914394919 
Ann English - 07749842496 
Nick Stratford 01670 518790 

For Domestic Abuse concerns please contact either: 
Kathryn or Nick or Vivienne Sommerville - 01670 513181 

Pinewood Drive  
Lancaster Park  

Morpeth  
Northumberland  

NE61 3RD 
Tel : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher  
Mr N Reeson 

 
 

Chair of Governors   
Mr Brian Hedley (Mitford Church)  

01670 514836 hedleys@outlook.com 

http://www.morpethallsaints.com/ 

mailto:112kellyhpl@aol.com
mailto:hedleys@outlook.com
http://www.morpethallsaints.com/
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PARISH OFFICE  (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES) 
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields 
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA  Tel: fifty3326  
Email: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com 
Web: www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk 
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm 
 
 PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER 
 Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919 
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com 

 
PCC SECRETARY 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251 
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk 
 
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY) 
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday) 
The Rectory  Cottingwood Lane  Morpeth 
Tel: 01670 517716  
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com  
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew  Hill,  
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 
Revd Elizabeth Brown (Associate Priest) 
Tel: 07768075803 
 
READERS 
Mrs Vivienne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771 
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117 
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161 
 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mrs Carol Reed 513017 
Mt Jonathan Richardson 
Mr Michael Daws  515128 
 
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair) 
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520  
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 
 
FINANCE & RECORDS 
Treasurer: Mr Robert Bing 
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com 
Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: fifty3584 
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 
Mrs Kathleen Simpson Tel: 518209 
 
MUSICAL DIRECTORS 
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381  
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149 
 
MOTHERS UNION MORPETH BRANCH LEADER 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING  OFFICER 
Mrs Pauline Young  Tel: 511407 
 
MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel:  512879 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD) 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk 
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569 
 
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan) 
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary) 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR 
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928 
 
MORPETH ANNA CHAPLAINCY TEAM  
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper  
Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH 
WEBSITE 
www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/
policies.htm  
For Safeguarding, see previous page 
and also Diocesan policies on 
www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx 
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