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D C THOMPSON 
PROPERTY & GARDENING   

MAINTENANCE 
All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance 

Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled 
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs 

Just the price that suits you right 
Phone at any time for help and advice 

7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL 
Tel: 01670 520203 

Phil Walker APFS 

Chartered Financial Planner 

Specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 

• Investment Growth 

• Retirement Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Saving 

• Long Term Care Planning 

St. James's Place Partnership  
19E The Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill Road,  

Blagdon, Northumberland, NE13 6DA 

Tel: 01670 789797 or 07711 556332 Fax: 01670 789963  
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk   Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

 
  

To offer support, care and social contact to those experiencing mental  
health problems and their carers 

FREE 1 -2-1 Counselling   Fun Activities   Support and Advice 
Drop In to the Coffee Den for a welcoming cuppa 

Open Tue – Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm                             See ya soon 

Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group 
Ltd 

7 Grey’s Yard, Oldgate 
Morpeth  NE61 1QD 

01670 510652   

mailto:phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjpp.co.uk/philwalker
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“Are we there yet?” 
 

When the children were very young, we would often go camping in the Lakes.  
I can always remember the days before we departed especially when it was 
time to pack the car which was a bit like the Krypton Factor but with a whole lot 
of stress thrown in for good measure. Jane would try to ensure we had 
everything needed for every eventuality. If the apocalypse happened while we 
were away, we would be prepared!  
I still remember those times and looking at the pile of camping equipment, 
essential children’s stuff, food, luggage and anything else deemed useful or 
possibly helpful, piled by the car and thinking “How an earth are we going to fit 
that in the car and get the whole family in too?”  
 
Invariably with some creative packing accompanied by some creative language 
we usually got everything wedged into the car including ourselves and the 
children. Mission accomplished! But as many of you will know, that’s just the 
beginning of the countdown for a family holiday. Even with everything ready to 
go and mission control giving the go ahead for launch, we all know that’s just 
the start. So the key goes into the ignition; a deep breath is taken for the next 
few weeks of family bliss and amazingly there is silence as we draw out of the 
drive. We even get to the end of the street and then the inevitable silence is 
broken, as the youngest shouts “Are we there yet?” This little cry is then put 
onto repeat for the following next two hours! The joys of family holidays!  
 
“Are we there yet?” are the same words I find myself thinking in this time of 
lock down. Thirty two days ago I, like many, thought the journey would be quite 
straightforward. We would have to endure a few weeks of isolation, the 
government would lift the restrictions and everything would go back to normal. 
Looking at it now with another 32 days of lockdown predicted and the 
possibility of church being shut for months to come, it’s starting to dawn on me 
that this is not as straight forward as I had initially thought.  
 
Yet the church has been thriving. We have seen our daily reflections getting 
between 30 and 100 hits on YouTube; we have Teatime church on every week, 
often gathering 30+ families; our Sunday worship is growing on YouTube and we 
had 50+ folks turn up for virtual coffee after this week’s Sunday service. We 
have engaged with the community, delivering 180 free school meals and helping 
to deliver Morrisons food parcels. We have a pastoral phone network and we 
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hope we have all our older folk covered with a phone call. Last month we 
delivered the Concords with a letter from myself, a Palm cross and an Easter 
card from our Teatime church children.  
We have also managed to continue with virtual homegroups and governance 
meetings but there is still that desperate desire to meet again and to break 
bread and share the cup. “Are we there yet?” feels like an ever more desperate 
plea to God.  
In the Book of Exodus, the people of Israel find themselves on the run from a 
very angry Pharaoh. As they run for their lives, they find themselves in the 
wilderness (Ex 12:31). As they wonder through the wilderness, trying to navigate 
their way to the promised land, the journey does not turn out to be that straight 
forward.  
God does provide in their time of need. It might be a simple diet of quail eggs 
and manna from heaven,  but it’s food. He also provides fresh water needed for 
survival  (Ex 16-17) but it doesn’t seem to be enough.  
As time goes by the grumbling gets louder “In the desert the whole community 
grumbled against Moses and Aaron.”  (Ex 16:2-3).  The Israelites said to them,  
“If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of 
meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this 
desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”  
 
Roughly translated, the people of God are crying out “Are we there yet?”  
God had provided everything and yet the people desired more. That wilderness 
experience did eventually bring them all to the promised land. It wasn’t a walk in 
the park, it was more like an endurance test that took 40 years, but the people 
of God eventually got there and God blessed them.  
 
Our lesson today is that God IS walking with us, just as he did with Moses and 
Joshua. This is not a walk in the park and I’m sure it’s not a 40 year endurance 
test, but we need to know that the promised land is still to come. Things will be 
different. When the Israelites entered the promised land, Moses was no longer 
with them, but they learned to sing a new song, just as we will have to do.  
So keep praying, keep tuning into our YouTube channel and know that God has a 
plan for us and that’s all we need to know.  
Dear Lord help us to sing a new song and to put our trust in you. Thank you 
Jesus for all that you have done for us, now and always. Amen.   
 
GB Simon. 
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PARISH BUSINESS  
 

Some of you will be aware that we would have had our APCM (Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting) in April , but due to the lockdown this was 
postponed.  
There was a brief conversation about trying to hold a virtual APCM,  but many 
of our congregation will find it hard to access a virtual meeting, so I am 
proposing to delay the APCM until October, leaving our existing PCC and 
officers in situ until we have time to meet.  
In the meantime we will be producing our annual report but we will include 
some of the amazing things that are happening whilst we are on lockdown,  so 
the report presented in October will be a 2019-2020 review.  
 
We are still holding governance meetings and we will update you with any 
parish matters on our website parishofmorpeth.org.uk 
 
Please do hold the whole parish team in your prayers as we continue to 
navigate the parish through these challenging times.  
 
As part of this lockdown we have found, like many churches, that our income 
has been affected. We now have no income from our community room and 
occasional offices like weddings and church funerals.  
 
If you are a casual giver or still use the envelop scheme please do consider 
signing up to the Parish giving Scheme and help us to continue to do great 
work in the community. For further details please contact Dave Pope.  
 
It is now possible to join the Parish Giving Scheme by telephone. If you would 
like more information, it is available directly from PGS on 0333 002 1271 
REMEMBER you will need to tell them the PARISH PGS REGISTRATION NUMBER 
which is 250625232 
 
If you prefer to post an application, a form can be provided to your home 
address. Please contact Dave Pope (Planned Giving Coordinator) by phone on 
01670 519520 with your name and address, or you can email him 
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk  

parishofmorpeth.org.uk
mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
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West End Refugee Fund May 2020 
 

WERS reports that it has had to adjust a lot of its services in the light of the Covid-19 

pandemic.  They are advising clients to access advice and support over the telephone 
(10am – noon Monday – Friday).  They are also making regular calls to their most 
vulnerable clients.  All their volunteering roles which require face to face contact have 
been paused, but befriending pairs are remaining in contact via phone, WhatsApp, 
video calls etc.  They are also currently recruiting, from their trained group of 
volunteers, people to become remote befrienders to support this work and may 
shortly be looking to recruit more remote befrienders.  So if anyone is interested in 
becoming a remote befriender with WERS you should email volunteers@wers.org.uk 
to register interest and to request an application form. 
They are also asking people to donate to the Hardship Fund to support their most 
vulnerable clients who may be unwell or may need to self isolate.  Details of how to 
make a regular donation are available on their website (www.wers.org.uk ). One off 
payments can be made by cheque and sent to West End Refugee Service, St Philip’s 
Vicarage, St Philip’s Close, Arthur’s Hill, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 5JE.  Gift aid forms 
to accompany donations can also be found on their website. 

 
 Justice and Peace Project 
I have an email update from Helen Woodland, Project Worker at the J&P Project, who 
says:- 
 
“Hello everyone, I hope that you are well and managing to cope with the ‘strange new 
world’ we find ourselves living in. John, myself and the Management Team at the 
Refugee Project have been continuing to work to provide a service to our most 
vulnerable clients. The Project Management Team has asked me to relay the following 
update: 
  
When we were last in touch, the plan was that the project was remaining open – 
although with restricted hours and focussing solely on financial support to destitute 
clients. From then things moved quickly - the Summerhill Grove premises had to close 
and, unfortunately, our plans to operate out of St Mary’s Cathedral café did not meet 
with police approval.  
 
The positive development since then is that we have now established a mechanism for 
sending out ‘digital vouchers’ to the mobile phones of those destitute clients for 
whom we have contact details – and we are using various means to get the others to 
contact us. The vouchers (for either Tesco or ASDA) allow recipients to purchase goods 
to the value of £30 in the relevant supermarket. 
The food we have available at the Project is being made available to similar local 
agencies to distribute to those who are struggling. 

mailto:volunteers@wers.org.uk
http://www.wers.org.uk
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While we would have liked to be doing more, we feel, at least, that we are still able to 
offer support to some of the most vulnerable asylum seekers. Obviously, this way of 
operating is expensive as we are not able to utilise food contributions from parishes – so 
please encourage your parishioners and any other contacts to support the project 
financially at present. Details of the Destitute Asylum Fund account are” for Bank transfer 
HSBC DHN DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND Sort code: 40-34-18 Account number: 52854058. 
“Ideally, contributions by direct transfer would be most welcome but cheques made 
payable to D.H&N DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND can also be sent temporarily to Justice and 
Peace Refugee Project c/o Fr Adrian Tuckwell, St Anne's Presbytery, Half Fields Road, 
Winlaton, NE21 5RW. 
  
We also have a new telephone number for the project. It is 07407091184 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Refugee Project – we will keep you informed 
of developments. Stay safe and take care” 
 
Please remember both of these organisations at this difficult time. 
 
Margaret Brock 
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HERE IS SOME FUN 
FOR YOU   

 
 

Many thanks to Pat , who passed 
on this quiz. The answers are all 
North East Towns or Villages 
 
1.  Cyclist                 -                            
2.  Multi-coloured clothing 
3.  Oliver's partner 
4.  Musical Show 
5.  Cut finely 
6. Not an old fortress 
7.  Horse on open land 
8.  What the dentist says 
9.  Work of Lumberjack 
10. Heavy metal opening to field 
11.  Not an old small one 
12.  Heavy laundry 
13  Polished and in line 
14. Person on foot 
15.  How Americans like eggs 
16.  Stroll along 
17.  A thief 
18.  Stop and blow a tune 
19.  Coloured form of transport 
20.  To view properties 
  
Regards & keep safe!  
From St. Peter's Monkseaton 
Communication Hub 
Compiled by June & Russ Dawson 
 
Solutions on  page 17 

 

SUDOKU PUZZLES 
solutions on p 25 
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Toby the Sheepdog working from home 

Day 32: “Let’s fill the dog with Helium…” 

“Where’s Daddy gone? 

ALL DONE IN THE BEST POSSIBLE TASTE! 
Nothing to do with the Editor, either……………..my lips are sealed…. 
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BREAKING NEWS:  Wildlife returns to the Thames! 

Bathing the 
Morrisons  
delivery 

 

In Germany they prepared for the 
crisis by stocking up with sausage 
and cheese. That was, of course,  

the Würst Case scenario! 



12 

All Things Bright and Beautiful 
Amidst all the sadness, frustration, loneliness and anxiety of this life in 
lockdown, one thing for which I have been able to give thanks is that it 
began just as Spring set the natural world leaping into life, and that for so 
many days, as a contrast with earlier in the year, the sun has shone.  
Although over 70, I am in good health and am thus one of those able to 
take advantage of the government's permission to take a daily walk – and 
how blessed I am to be able to do that in our marvellous Morpeth, 
surrounded as we are by fields and woods and with our 'river running by'. 
For ease of social distancing my favourite walks at the moment are the 
footpaths running beside the road to Mitford, and the wide open spaces of 
Morpeth Common, and since we are officially allowed to take a rest on our 
walks I always stop to sit for a while and just enjoy the quiet and the 
natural world around me.  
In the last few weeks I have seen within a short walk from home two roe 
deer standing in a field with a heron beside them; a tiny tree creeper, a 
magnificent kingfisher, cheerful robins  and  many other birds ; horses, 
sheep and lambs; carpets of wild primroses, bluebells, wild garlic and 
many other beautiful spring flowers; bees buzzing by and butterflies 
dancing past in twos and threes; trees covered in blossom or buds or pale 
green new leaves - truly “all creatures great and small/all things wise and 
wonderful”. My heart has been filled with thanksgiving for God's abundant 
goodness in giving us this fragile but awe inspiring world.  
Even if you are unable to get outside you may be able to look out of a 
window and see small wonders of nature that we normally take for 
granted but now have time to appreciate and give thanks for – a spider's 
web; a bee; the bright yellow of a dandelion or the daily opening up of 
daisies; moss or grass growing in tiny cracks in a wall or pavement; 
sparrows or pigeons, so common and yet with such beautiful markings 
when we look more closely. It's a difficult and distressing time, but let's 
not forget, when we feel able, to look out at the natural world around us 
and remember that “He gave us eyes to see them/and lips that we might 
tell/how great is God almighty,/who has made all things well!” 
 
Mary Hill 
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♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣ 
BRIDGE CLASSES IN MORPETH 

Come and learn the most intriguing game in the world 
Stimulate your brain and make new friends 

Classes to suit all levels: 
Beginners - Year 1 -  Wednesday evening (another when demand is shown) 
Developing Bridge - Year 2 - Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening 
Continuing Bridge -Tuesday morning 
            We are happy to teach small groups on request. 
  For more information please contact: 
       Aileen Cunningham   01670 513369 
       John Kingcome   01670 513469 
       Cyril Meehan   01670 5129879 
 or visit our website www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk 

Play and learn sessions with help from teachers. Just drop in – with or without 
a partner.  Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 4.30 pm  ongoing , including holidays 

at Hepscott Village Hall 

 

• Top quality used vehicles 
• Comprehensive warranty 

When you produce this advert 
See our wide selection at 

www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk 
Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1 

http://www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk
http://www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk
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Christian Aid  
Spring Evening. 

 
It was just before the threatened lock-
down.  Would it be on? Would it be off?  
In the end, it was on, and I think the 

Christian Aid Spring Evening was one of the last public gatherings a 
number of us attended. It was worth it! 
The speaker, Helen, who now works in the Christian Aid office, told us 
that the Morpeth Spring Evening is legendary. Every speaker raves 
about the suppers, and as a result, volunteer speakers clamour to 
attend.  
This year did not disappoint.  The trusty team of well-seasoned 
(pardon the pun) chefs came up with a delicious Kenyan meal- well, a 
variety of Kenyan-inspired dishes- and several of us were quick to 
return for seconds. On the table, fresh fruit, fruit juice, bonny table 
cloths and daffodils.  For afters, tea, coffee and home-made cakes (not 
Kenyan, but still delicious). And of course, good ‘crack’ around the 
tables as we ate. 
Then Helen told us all about the situation in Kenya, affected in a big 
way by climate change. She has a personal interest in the subject, 
having lived in Kenya during childhood, when her parents were 
missionaries. She grew used to the sight of Kilimanjaro, its peak white 
with snow.  When she went back, she got a shock- much of the 
mountain peak was brown. 
Kenya now has a big problem with lack of rain.  We heard about the 
effect on local people- how hard it is to grow crops.  We heard about 
individual people, especially women, who are often the ones who have 
to cope with fetching water from miles away and bringing up families. 
But with help and advice from Christian Aid, the local people have got 
together to build sand dams, which help to conserve water.  Now they 
can grow vegetables, keep chickens and even bees, and sell some of 
what they produce.  Instead of having to stay at home, their children 
can now go to school. 
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We watched video clips of these women, and their cheerfulness in 
difficult circumstances was amazing.  They are often women of great 
faith, as well, and thank God for what has happened for them. 
This particular evening, we had an extra treat.  Along with Helen had 
come a young Nigerian lady called Damiona Daniel, or Dami for short.  
She is studying over here for a higher health qualification, a phD, I 
believe.  Dami is quite a character.  She has already worked in her 
own country starting a health project among young people.  She was 
also able to tell us about the situation with Boko Haram- how hard it 
is for the government deal with them, as they are part of the local 
communities. Yet they do dreadful things to other people. 
It was good to hear about Nigeria from a Nigerian, rather than hear an 
outsider’s ‘take’ on the situation there. 
Once again, a wonderful evening.  Quite apart from the food and 
friendship, it’s like the shock of cold water in the face to hear how 
other people- God’s children, just like us- are trying to survive.  It 
reminded me of how fortunate I am, even in the ‘lockdown’, to live in 
this country, with all the support around me.  And it made me more 
determined to do my bit for Christian Aid. I’m always impressed that 
they support local groups rather than governments, and that they 
work in partnership, rather than decreeing what should happen. 
So when the next collecting time comes- eventually- put me down on 
the volunteers’ list, Janice! 
Janet Hedley 
 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10TH – UPDATE 
For many of us recently the Covid-19 situation will have dominated 
our thoughts and indeed how we go about our daily business.  In 2019 
Christian Aid Week raised over 7.5 million pounds through a 
combination of church collections, fundraising events and house-to-
house.  As I am sure you understand due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
sadly, house-to-house collections and events such as Big Breakfast or 
Lent Lunches cannot go ahead.  Christian Aid has been overwhelmed 
by messages of support from the fundraisng community looking both 
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for guidance on how we can support this Christian Aid Week with 
messages of solidarity for our brothers and sisters overseas. 
Christian Aid values our volunteers enormously and want to ensure you 
all keep safe when fundraising for Christian Aid Week.  With this in mind 
Christian Aid is delighted to share with you some new ideas on line, 
Facebook, twitter, and YouTube and show our love for our neighbours 
near and far as a global family. In these challenging times many 
churches have already made bold steps, streaming services online and 
harnessing technology and social media to reach out to communities. 
Likewise Christian Aid are asking you to sign up for unique events during 
Christian Aid Week including a daily quiz and live stream worship events 
and launching a digital envelope to enable people to give and share 
during Christian Aid Week 10th to 16th May.   
Christian Aid Week gives us an opportunity to celebrate and share the 
life saving work Cristian Aid undertakes with your support.  I hope you 
feel empowered and supported to join us in celebration of Christian Aid 
Week this year and that some of the ideas can strengthen you as we 
pray for all those affected by this new virus.  Love never fails.  
Coronavirus impacts all of us.  Love unites us all. 
Even in the darkest moments, love gives hope.  Love compels us to fight 
against coronavirus alongside our sisters and brothers living in poverty.  
Love compels us to stand together in prayer with our neighbours near 
and far.  Love compels us to give and act as one. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ 
Telephone and postal donations 
Unfortunately under the current circumstances there is a delay to 
processing donations by post. Please give via the website where 
possible or call 020 7523 2269 to donate by telephone. 
Paying directly into our bank account—for details on how to pay 
money directly into our bank account please call 020 7523 2226. 
Payroll giving—did you know that you can make a regular, tax-free 
donation to Christian Aid directly from your pay packet?  
To find out more, email info@christian-aid.org or call 020 7523 2046. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
mailto:info@christian-aid.org
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Floe Pilates, Fitness and Wellbeing  
offers small group Pilates classes  
and one to one fitness sessions 

A maximum of ten people per class  
means you get the attention you need 

 
Classes available throughout the week and at weekends 
New beginners class starting at 10amTuesday 24th September 
at St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill  
 Get in touch for more information and to book your space.  

floepilates@gmail.com 

Solutions to the N E Towns & Villages Quiz  
 

1 Byker,   2 Cullercoats,    3 Stanley,    4 Consett,    5. Chopwell,     
6 Newcastle,  7 Shiremoor, 8. Wide open,   9 Felling,   10. Lead gate,    
11 Newbiggin,  Washington,  13  Shiney Row, 14 Walker,  15 Sunniside,  
16. Wark,  17  Crook,  18. Haltwhistle,  19 Redcar,  20, Seahouses 

mailto:floepilates@gmail.com
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Morpeth Anna Chaplaincy Team 
 

Since 2014 the ecumenical 
Morpeth Chaplaincy Team has 
been ministering to the elderly 
residents in the Morpeth Care 
Homes and Sheltered 
Accommodations.  
 
The team consists of people 
from most of the churches in the town, Methodist, Baptist, URC and 
Roman Catholic as well as the CofE. Each residence has a Chaplain who 
is responsible for coordinating visits and holding a monthly church 
service in the residence. Sometimes this is an ecumenical communion 
service or a service of the word. Most of the chaplains have helpers 
who also visit, sometimes weekly, sometimes helping with the service, 
greeting people and giving out orders of service. 
  
The team works closely with the Activities Coordinators and Managers 
of the residences who welcome the contribution that the team makes 
to the spiritual welfare of the residents. 
We also regularly make Home Communion visits to the housebound in 
the town. The team meets regularly to discuss issues and share good 
news as well as to pray for the team, its ministry, the staff of the 
residences and the residents. In addition, we have regular training 
sessions to enable us to best minister to the needs of those for whom 
we have a care.  

 
As the Anna Chaplaincy has become a 
recognised licensed ministry to the 
elderly across the land and the church 
in Newcastle and Northumberland is 
working to develop this recognised 
licensed ministry, our team thought 
that our ministry would benefit by 
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being part of the Anna Chaplaincy Network. As such, people would 
recognise us and what we do, that our ministry would benefit from 
the guidance and good practice developed by the Anna Chaplaincy 
team and this would enhance our training opportunities. 
 
 As a result Newcastle Diocese, which holds the licence for the Anna 
Chaplaincy in this part of the world from the Bible Reading Fellowship 
(BRF) licensed our team , on 2nd February 2020, as Anna Chaplains at 
a commissioning service held in St James Church on the 10th 
Anniversary of the appointment of the first Anna Chaplain.  
 
The church was packed with people who had come to support the 
members of the team and the other Anna chaplains from around the 
diocese of Newcastle.  The congregation made a commitment to pray 
for the chaplains now and in the future.  
 
The Commissioning was carried out in the presence of the Bishop of 
Berwick in the company of other local church leaders; The Revd Marie 
Attwood (South East Northumberland Ecumenical Area),  Father Peter 
Stott (RC), Revd Anthony Oakley (Methodist), Red Julian Sanders 
(URC), Revd John Cooper (Baptist) from Morpeth. 
We look forward to continuing to minister to the elderly of the area 
and to seek new ways of reaching out to them as Anna chaplains, in 
the name of Christ. 
Please continue to support us 
with your prayers and 
consider prayerfully if God is 
calling you to join our team 
as we develop this important 
ministry. 
 
Revd Jeremy Cooper, Lead 
Chaplain of the Morpeth Anna Chaplaincy  
 
You can read a poem by one of the Anna Chaplains on pages 28/29 
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This is a pre-lockdown picture of your 
Editor, fresh from the tender ministrations 
of her hairdresser, once upon a time in a 
galaxy far, far away. Alas, she does not look 
like this today. Nor will she post a horrific 
picture of the present state of the root 
growth, or the dry flaky skin. Self isolation 
is a dreadful thing. 

What on earth to write about, though, in a world which has turned 
upside down?  Here’s a list of some good stuff …………...  
• The kindness of neighbours and friends nearby—we check up on 

one another, shop for one another and have drinks in the 
garden,  observing appropriate social distancing. The wine 
merchants deliver to the door. Hooray. 

• The kindness of friends here in Morpeth and far away—we 
telephone; email; WhatsApp  (I hate WhatsApp) Tweet, 
Facebook  and try to make sure none of us has lost the entire 
bag of marbles yet. It seems to work. Mostly. 

• We blitz the cupboards; clean everything; tidy everything and 
sort out the junk we didn’t know we had and bag it for the dump 
or the charity shops when they open again. This is a good thing. 
Well done if your house is organised and you know where 
everything is now. I’m working on it. 

• We ‘do church differently’ That is most certainly true. Chops (as 
my musician son says) to everyone in the parish who is 
navigating through the challenges of virtual coffee; virtual 
worship; virtual business meetings and virtually everything that 
is ‘dong church’ at the moment. My admiration is unbounded. 

• Music; TV; Netflix; books; more books;  trees; the garden, 
feeding the birds; walks at appropriate distancing and 
Morrison’s Click and Collect...also M & S and Asda….. 

• My husband, who makes me laugh and is a rock.  
• God, who is also a rock  and a very present  help at all times 
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COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters 
Family Firm Established 1920 

 Day & Night Service 

 Very Competitive Prices 

 Chapel of Rest 

 Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRICK SPEIRS 
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 
 

new installations, rewires, sockets, 
fuse board upgrades, lighting, 

electrical installation condition reports 
free estimates and advice, fully insured 

professional friendly service 
 

mob. 07969908064 
tel. 01670 226239 

email. paddyspeirs@gmail.com 
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Watchman Nee's teaching:   
On Women teaching men. 

 

This is an extract from a book written by Watchman Nee titled “ Watchman Nee 
Sufferer For China” (Pages 128-130.)  
 
“A story that I heard illustrates this well. 
After the war, some brothers from England went to Germany to attended a 
Christian Conference. One of the brothers in Germany arose to introduce the 
visitors by saying, ‘Now that the war is over, we have some English brothers 
visiting us to whom we extend our warmest welcome.’ Among those introduced 
one stood up and replied ‘We are not English brothers, but brothers from 
England.’ How well spoken were those words! In CHRIST, we are all brothers and 
sisters.” 
“Ah, but you yourself have taught us that there are distinctions between brothers 
and sisters,” broke in Y.A. Wu.  “Does not holy scripture say that a woman should 
not be permitted to teach or have authority over a man?” 
"Again you are speaking culturally and not spiritually,” responded Watchman.  
“When the church meets, the man functions differently from the woman, just as 
in a family, husband and wife hold different responsibilities.  And who is to say. 
whether the husband’s or the wife’s responsibilities are the more important?  A 
strong case could be made for both.  But in Christ, there can be no male and 
female.  Neither the man nor the woman has any peculiar position.  Why?  
Because Christ is all and is in all.  In the spiritual life there is no way to 
differentiate between male and female. 
“Brother Lee,” said Watchman, turning to Witness Lee.  “Do you remember what 
our carpenter friend said when I asked him, ‘Daniel, what is the spiritual condition 
of the brothers in your place?” 
“I will never forget,” answered Witness.  “He said, ‘Are you asking about the male 
brothers or the female brothers?” 
At that, all the men had a good laugh, and Watchman continued, “Exactly!  I 
considered that an excellent expression.  He did not know whether I meant the 
brothers or the sisters.  In Christ there is no disparity.  Therefore, let new believers 
take to heart that when we come to Christ, we have transcended the relationship 
of male and female.” 
“We are all brothers and sisters.  We are each a new creation in Christ.  All natural 
distinctions have been annulled in Christ.  We therefore must shut out of our 
hearts any divisive spirit.  There is only one answer that the Spirit of Christ will 
allow us to give to the Brethren in London.  Are we all in agreement on this?” 
 
Sent in by Keith Pratt 



23 



24 

A Message from Brighton 
 

Easter Sunday marks twenty years since I was baptised.  
 

At the age of seven, I folded the form given to me strategically - filled in 
as much as I could - and told mum I was off on a school trip. I waited 
until she’d had a few glasses of vino to do so, and ran it back to the 
vicarage complete with her signature. I nearly died a few days later 
when the Vicar was sat on our sofa chatting about it to mum, who took 
it in her stride and accepted that it was my decision. She had two 
weeks to organise a party, and she did it really well.  
I was accepted into this strange, annoying, loving family with no 
questions asked and have spent the last twenty years arguing and 
fighting with it relentlessly. Throughout losing my biological family, the 
church stepped up to the mark. Offering assistance way beyond their 
duty as a Christian. All because I was an inquisitive young lad, who’d 
become really interested because of a school trip.  
There was to be a service this year, complete with bubbles and cake on 
Easter Sunday to acknowledge my baptism service, but now that won’t 
happen and I understand why. I’m upset, but I’m not at the same time.  
 
Easter is the culmination of forty days fasting; it is the realisation that 
all will be well through Christ. It is the realisation that God gave his only 
son for us, and that someone - though at times it may not feel like it - 
loves us so much.  
If anything, I’m blessed because 2020 gives us two Easters - I’m not 
sure if this is allowed theologically, but I think you can forgive me for 
using the analogy. The rising of Christ on Easter Sunday will be one and 
the end of this pandemic will - for me - be a second Easter. We will 
celebrate the glorious rising of Christ on April 12th no less, but - with 
time - we will celebrate the end of this pandemic.  
We will not celebrate the Glorious Easter Morning alone - though not 
in a group neither! You’ve had your orders from head office - obey 
them! But wherever you are on Easter Sunday - be it in the garden or 
on your one form of exercise allowance, Christ will be with you.  
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And then - when all of this is over - we’ll get to have more than our fair 
share of bubbles, because we will have earned it.  
 
Our churches may be closed to the public. But our prayer life will never 
close. Our priests are still saying Mass on our behalves - which they’ve 
done before Facebook Live became popular. The Christian communities 
have stepped up - once again - to the mark and gone above and beyond 
their duty to ensure everyone - congregation member or not - have the 
essentials. At a time of pandemic, real Christians don’t mind that you 
only come to church at Christmas; real Christians done mind who you 
love or what you’ve done in the past: everyone gets the same love. 
Most of our church grounds will have trees planted before William the 
Conqueror was a twinkle in his mothers eye; our churches will have seen 
war time; deadly flu; fires; changing attitudes; questionable potato 
salads and arguing flower women for millennia and beyond and yet it 
still stands. Proud. And ready to welcome us all back in once this blasted 
Covid-19 pops back under the rock from whence it came. Because we 
are built on rock, and the fires of hell cannot overcome the love of God.  
Stay safe, wash your hands and we’ll see you all in church when this is 
over! 
SHAUN O’BRIEN 
Portslade , Brighton  
 

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS 
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School lunches and food parcels! 
At the beginning of lockdown and with the 
schools closed for most pupils, Three Rivers 
Trust asked if the church could help with 
delivering packed lunches to pupils who 
were entitled to Free School Meals but who 
were not in school., until the Government’s 
Voucher Scheme was up and running. 
Emily pulled together a group of volunteers 
- originally 14 of us but we added more as 

we went along!  Most of the volunteers were from the Parish but we also 
had people from the Baptist church and New Life and others who 
volunteered their time.  Starting on Wednesday 25th March we delivered 
around 60 packed lunches each day to students from Abbeyfields, 
Chantry and King Edwards to places all over south east Northumberland.  
Our ‘patch’ ranged from Longhorsley to Blyth via Stannington, 
Choppington, Bedlington and Ashington as well as Kirkhill, Middle Greens 
and other places in Morpeth.   
Val spent mornings making lists of deliveries to ensure that no one was 
missed and no one person had to drive from Longhorsley to Blyth! 
On the last day of term (3rd April) as well as our usual lunches we 
delivered 120 food parcels to families to tide them over the Easter 
Holidays.  Thanks to the generosity of the Northumberland Widows Sons 
Masonic Bikers Association and the staff at Morrison’s we had Easter eggs 
not only for the young people at the schools but also for their siblings as 
well as staples for the families, including bread, milk, eggs, cheese, pasta 
and tinned goods.   
Morrison’s have continued with their generosity and have given us food 
and other staples for us to distribute to families in need and some of our 
care homes.  Since Holy Week we have made up and delivered 18 parcels 
for families who are in need each week, as well as supplying groceries to 
Renwick House (where many of the residents are unable to go shopping) 
and toiletries and eggs to 3 more of our care homes. 
The photograph shows my backyard before we parcelled the last 
wonderful donation from Morrison’s.          Val Cowan 
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Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HANDYMAN/HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
PLASTERING (SMALL JOBS) 
CONCRETING 
POINTING (STONE OR BRICK) 
PAVING 
PAINTING 
FRNCING 
DEMOLITION 
GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
WEED SPRAYING 
MEDIUM SIZED TREE FELLING 

 
 COMPETITIVE RATES FOR ALL THE ABOVE 
 REFERENCES AVAILABLE AT YOUR REQUEST 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF HOME AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN. 

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE CALL ROB 

MOBILE 07729199026  HOUSE: 01670 788335 
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Two Thousand Years ago 
 
 

Two thousand years ago He died for me  
Strung up on wood in agony.  
Now I take the cross for granted and the earth He gave me too 
He looks at the misery we brought upon ourselves - yes, me and you.  
I look at the cross and what do I see 
Is it gold or silver or just a piece of jewellery? 
I wear it round my neck and forget it's there 
But Covid-19 pandemic makes me look at the cross I wear. ..  
I wear my cross, mutter my prayers and go to Mass every day 
But is that enough to keep the virus away? 
I ravaged the earth without a second thought 
I bought myself a new car and even a new house. 
My actions were selfish and so was my life 
I had no thought for tomorrow and suffered no strife. 
But now I sit in my house all alone 
I can't drive my new car coz there's nowhere to go. 
My hair is in a mess and my teeth are rotting too 
My clubs are closed and I have nothing to do. 
The hairdressers are shut and the dentist won't see me 
I'm kept at a distance by everyone I see. 
Self-isolation and social distancing is the norm 
We are facing a global tsunami, a man-made storm. 
We try to blame the Chinese for their habits so strange 
We try to blame Tom, Dick, Harry and James. 
But there's no time for blame-games and wallowing in misery 
We must gird our loins and join humanity  
to change this chaos into community.  
You can't go to pubs and restaurants galore  
You can't go to the beach or the superstore.  
So enjoy the date nights you have with your spouse  
Enjoy time with your children and spring clean your house.  
Enjoy solitude if you live alone  
Spend time with the Lord and please don't moan.  
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Create new dishes from what you have in the larder 
Try your hand at art or poetry and work at self-knowledge even harder.  
Make use of every moment each day 
 to make someone happy in any way.  
Give them a call, a text and a virtual hug or more .  
Stay at home, don't use your car and don't hoard food from the store.  
Clear the air we have polluted and help the earth to repair.  
Let us learn to live for others and our wealth to share.  
Remove all selfishness and think of another 
Staying at home will be a remedy, for there is no other.  
The Corona virus has been a lesson to us all 
It has shown us our responsibilities and given us a wake up call.  
So when you look at the crucifix or the cross you wear  
You can thank the Lord who died for you and learn what it means to care.  
Pray for all those who have been in the front line 
The doctors and nurses whose work has been sublime.  
Our world has joined hands in this international fight 
Our politicians we pray will not lose sight 
of the goal ahead which is crystal clear  
to end the pandemic and to remove all fear.  
So blessed Lord we have learnt a lesson true  
To look at your cross and our lives renew.  

 
Veronica Shearer  
Anna Chaplain , Morpeth Team 



30 

From the Parish Registers 
 

In Memoriam 
February 
24th Joyce Mary  Rogerson 

 
March 
2nd Laura Love  
5th  Ralph Arthur Perkin 
20th Freda Aird 
26th Harrison Gowland 

 
April 
8th  Eric Graham 
24th Mary Binks  
29th Mary Creighton 



31 The Parish Cycle of Prayer  for May 

1st Philip and James, apostles.  For our best friends. 

2nd Athanasius, Bp of Alexandria.   Coptic Christians in Egypt. 

3rd Godparents’ Sunday   for godparents to keep their promises 

4th  For undertakers and crematoria and graveyard staff. 

5th  Those in North Korea who suffer for their faith  

6th  For those who have lost loved ones in the pandemic 

7th  For those who have died in the pandemic. 

8th Julian of Norwich   Monks and nuns in contemplative communities 

9th Liberation of Jersey & Guernsey . .For the work of Ruhi Akbar with refugees 

10th Liberation of Sark.   Thanks for freedom of speech and belief in our country 

11th   For the staff of our places of sheltered accommodation.   

12th Simon of Cyrene.   Those we know who are bowed down by their burdens 

13th  For wisdom for our political leaders. 

14th  That government honours UK climate change promises 

15th  Translators and modern paraphrasers of the Bible 

16th   Families and friends unable to attend funerals. 

17th Rogation  For every soul living within the bounds of Morpeth 

18th  For local businesses managing to keep serving us. 

19th  For local businesses in dire straits 

20th  For all those who are taking funerals 

21st Ascension Day. . Let us praise the Lord at His Father’s side 

22nd  Father Peter and  Revs Julian, Anthony, Mike and John. 

23rd  For Morpeth schools, pupils and staff members 

24th  For better understanding between nations. 

25th Bank Holiday.   For safety on the roads. 

26th  For pupils unable to take their exams this year 

27th Venerable Bede Thank God for theologians who write understandably. 

28th  For Doctors, nurses, pharmacists, physios and dentists. 

29th Oak Apple Day For Her Majesty the Queen, with thanksgiving 

30th Josephine Butler.   For Social Workers and those who work in prisons. 

31st Pentecost That every church in Morpeth listens to the Holy Spirit. 
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‘April is the cruellest month…’  with these words T.S. Eliot 
opened his modernist masterpiece, The Waste Land, in 1921.  
 
It was the aftermath of World War I and the Spanish flu pandemic. 
Millions had died. His poem brims with the pain, the trauma, the 
disillusionment and the death of that time.  
 
Now it is April 2020. Eliot could never have imagined that nearly 
100 years on, April might well become our ‘cruellest month’, 
when trauma and death stalk our land as the coronavirus 
pandemic is forecast to peak.   
 
These are times unparalleled in any of our life experiences. In the 
words of the Psalmist, the ‘foundations are being shaken’.   
 
And yet – as Christians we can lift our eyes from the turmoil and 
look up. Here are some verses from Psalm 46 : 
 
‘God is our refuge and strength,  an ever-present help in trouble. 
 
'Therefore we will not fear,  though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea… 
 
'Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; He lifts His voice, the earth 
melts. 
 
'The Lord Almighty is with us;  the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
'He says, “Be still, and know that I am God…’ 
 
Psalm 46 
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Please hand your completed form in to the Parish Office , or give it to one of 
the Churchwardens. Alternatively, you may send it to the Parish Office 

(address on the back cover of the magazine) if you wish. 
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PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR 
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593 
 
PLAYTIME PLUS 
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s) 
Every TUESDAY  & Wednesday during term 
time  from 9.30 am—11 am  
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill 
Contact: Parish Office 01670 503326 
 
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's 
(Contact Parish Office 01670 503326) 
 
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH 
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 
 
'Family Events' once a month at Morpeth 
Methodist Church (Contact 01670 511078) 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (Manchester St. HQ) 
Revd Simon White (Captain) 
Mrs Val Cowan (Chaplain)      
Tel: 07887 594161 
Tuesdays: Company Section from 7.30-9pm 
 
 
 

GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS  
Rainbows 
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School 
3rd St Mary's Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Brownies  
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School  
St Aidan’s Wednesday 
Parish Hall 
3rd St Mary’s Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Guides 
2nd St James  (see contact details below) 

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly  
Tel: 01670 783434      
112kellyhpl@aol.com 
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS 
Low Stanners HQ   
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth  Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth Scouts 
Monday & Wednesday  
Morpeth Methodist Church  
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday 
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday 
Explorer Scouts- Friday  
Further information: Clive Rich  01670 511623 

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN CONCORD 
£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page 
£66 for 2/3 page £99  for full page 

You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy and your ad will appear in 
eleven editions of the magazine (July & August is a double issue) 

Contact Dave Pope for details 
Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH 
WEBSITE www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm For Safeguarding, 
see also Diocesan policies on www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx 

mailto:112kellyhpl@aol.com
mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm
http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/safeguarding/introduction.aspx
http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/safeguarding/introduction.aspx
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PARISH OFFICE  (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES) 
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields 
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA  Tel: 503326  
Email: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com 
Web: www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk 
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm 
 
 PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER 
 Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919 
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com 

 
PCC SECRETARY 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251 
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk 
 
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY) 
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday) 
The Rectory  Cottingwood Lane  Morpeth 
Tel: 01670 517716  
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com  
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew  Hill,  
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 
Revd Elizabeth Brown (Associate Priest) 
Tel: 07768075803 
 
READERS 
Mrs Vivienne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771 
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117 
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161 
 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mrs Carol Reed 513017 
Mt Jonathan Richardson 
Mr Michael Daws  515128 
 
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair) 
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520  
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 
 
FINANCE & RECORDS 
Treasurer: Mr Robert Bing 
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com 
Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: 503584 
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 
Mrs Kathleen Simpson Tel: 518209 
 
MUSICAL DIRECTORS 
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381  
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149 
 
MOTHERS UNION MORPETH BRANCH LEADER 
Mrs Pauline Young  Tel: 511407 
 
MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel:  512879 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD) 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk 
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569 
 
 
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan) 
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary) 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR 
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928 
 
MORPETH ANNA CHAPLAINCY TEAM  
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper  
Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Pinewood Drive  
Lancaster Park  

Morpeth  
Northumberland  

NE61 3RD 
Tel : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher  
Mr N Reeson 

 
 

Chair of Governors   
Mr Brian Hedley (Mitford Church)  

01670 514836 hedleys@outlook.com 

http://www.morpethallsaints.com/ 

mailto:morpeth.parish@btconnect.com
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk
mailto:Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com
mailto:val@litnotes.co.uk
mailto:rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com
mailto:JeremyLCooper@aol.com
mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
mailto:morpethtreasurer@gmail.com
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