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Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group
Ltd
7 Grey’s Yard, Oldgate
Morpeth NE61 1QD
01670 510652

To offer support, care and social contact to those experiencing mental
health problems and their carers
FREE 1 -2-1 Counselling Fun Activities Support and Advice
Drop In to the Coffee Den for a welcoming cuppa
Open Tue – Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm
See ya soon

Travers and Grace
Plumbing and Tiling Services

Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs
Showers & Bathrooms Installed
Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates
Call Derek or Christina
0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157
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THY KINGDOM COME - THURSDAY MAY
13TH TO SUNDAY MAY 23RD
I cannot remember in my life anything that I’ve been involved in
where I have sensed so clearly the work of the Spirit.
- Archbishop Justin Welby

This quote is from the Archbishop of Canterbury about his experiences of
the THY KINGDOM COME season over the last few years. These have
been ‘great waves of prayer across the land’ since 2016, and the
Archbishops have prayed each year that Christians, during this time
especially, might receive a new confidence and joy in prayer and sharing
their faith.
At the heart of the THY KINGDOM COME season are the words that Jesus
himself taught us – the Lord’s Prayer. It is impossible to overstate its
power!
•
•

•
•

It is a prayer reassuring enough to be on the lips of the dying;
but yet dangerous enough to be banned in cinemas in 2015!
It is famous enough to be spoken each day by billions of people in
hundreds of languages; but yet intimate enough to draw us ever
closer into friendship with Jesus.
It is simple enough to be memorised by small children; but yet
profound enough to sustain a whole lifetime of prayer.
It is known by many who only come rarely to church; but yet
provides them with a way to connect with worship when they do.

We in Morpeth are called to join this wave of prayer again this year too.
As a ministry team, we are rising to this call and have explored how we
can help everyone join in. We are planning several prayer events across
the 10 days, both in-person and online, and we urge every church
member to consider carefully and prayerfully how they can be involved.
Overleaf, you’ll see an article from Jeremy which gives you more details of
what’s being planned.
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You can plan your own activity too (obviously ensuring that you keep it Covidsafe). Why not:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Go for a “prayer walk” alone or with others, praying for what you
encounter.
Pray in your garden, alone or other others.
Try “creative prayer” – praying while crafting, painting or cooking.
Make a simple “prayer station” in your home (ideas below).
Arrange a prayer session with a friend over zoom or the telephone.
Encourage friends in other churches to join the wave of prayer.
For families, try “Lego Prayer” – building a prayer garden / prayer
house and talking about it as you do.

Even if none of those work for you, you simply could linger daily on a different
phrase from the Lord’s Prayer, pondering its depth and meaning. Or even just
sit quietly, still your mind and ask God to sit with you in the silence. Any form
of prayer will help deepen your relationship with God.
This is an important initiative for the church nationally, regionally and locally
(and something planned to involve everyone), so we invite you to play your
part in whatever way you can. The Archbishops have reminded us that when
we pray there is no imagining the ways in which God can work in, with and
through us. They are also keen for us to share our experience of prayer with
others and look around us, together, for signs of the Kingdom growing. So let’s
step up to the challenge!
With love, in Christ.
Revd Elizabeth Brown
IDEAS FOR SIMPLE PRAYER STATIONS
Whichever you choose, find a place away from the usual bustle of your home
or garden, even if it’s a small corner of a bookshelf.
Christ The Living Water. Take two bowls (one bigger than the other). Place in
the smaller bowl 10 small stones.
Fill the larger bowl half full of water. Each day, think of a worry or burden
you’d like God to help you with. Pick up a stone, hold it and pray, and then
place it in the Living Water.
Christ The Light of the World. Find an old atlas or map and some small
coloured sticky dots. Each day, choose 5 places to pray for and stick a dot on
them once you have prayed for them.
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Christ The Word of Life. Use scrabble letters to spell out, each day, your
strongest feeling. Remembering that feelings have no moral value in
themselves, give that feeling and all it means, to God, remembering that he
knows you through and through and loves you more deeply than you can
imagine.
Christ The Gateway. Using a copy of Holman Hunt’s Light of the World picture,
pray about what would happen if you opened the door to Christ from your side.

Thy Kingdom Come 2021: 13th-23rd May:
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around
the world to pray for more people to come to know Jesus. What started in 2016
as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Church of
England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.
Christians from 172 countries have taken part in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so
that friends and family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus
Christ.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes
part will:
•
Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
•
Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus
•
Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our
witness
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we invite you
to take part – along with churches from over 80 different denominations and
traditions around the world.
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the
renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby
In the parish there are opportunities to join in as described in the table on the
next page. We hope you will find something that appeals to you, either in your
own home with the Novena of prayer materials; through Zoom; at Morning
Prayer or in person at Compline services each evening at 7.30 pm in St James.
In addition there will be our usual Thursday morning Communion services and
Sunday services. And on Saturday 22nd May, through Zoom, the opportunity to
contribute to the Parish’s 24 hours of prayer in conjunction with St James’
Parish in Morpeth Australia.
Revd Jeremy Cooper
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Day

Ascension
Day
Thursday
13th May
Friday 14th
May
Monday
17th May
Tuesday
18th May
Wednesday
19th May

Thursday
20th May

Friday 21st
May
Saturday
22nd May
Pentecost
Sunday
23rd May

Service

Time

Morning Prayer

9am

Lea
der
HG

Media

On-line service

From 9am

EB

YouTube

St Aidan’s HC

9.30am

SW

Church

St James HC

7.30pm

SW

Church

Morning Prayer

8am

SW

Zoom

Compline

7.30pm

JH

Church

Morning Prayer

9am

JC

Compline

7.30pm

BH

Zoom ID 302-506184 (074282)
Church

Morning Prayer

9am

JH

Compline

7.30pm

MD

Morning Prayer

9am

AN

Compline

7.30pm

AN

Morning Prayer

9am

HG

St Aidan’s HC

9.30am

CT

Zoom ID 637-2979708 (220420)
Church

Compline

7.30pm

PR

Church

Morning Prayer

8am

JC

Compline

7.30pm

JH

Zoom ID 533-009277 (038519)
Church

24 hour prayer

From 9am

VC

Zoom

Ecumenical
Evening service
in the grounds
of St James

6.00pm

SW

St James’ Church
Grounds

Zoom

Zoom ID 207-615
-021 (015067)
Church
ZoomID 873-6089
-4978 (532051)
Church
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To the parish
Anna Chaplaincy Team
A big thank you to the parish Anna
Chaplaincy Team and to everyone else who
helped to make our knitted crosses as well as
Palm Crosses.
The Easter Service, prepared by the Anna Chaplaincy Team and copied onto
a CD by Collingwood School, was an added welcome surprise.
I managed to join in the hymns with an Ancient Old Hymn Book!
Thank you once again, on behalf of everyone concerned.
Regards
Patricia Shaw.

PLANNED GIVING

Particularly during current Covid-19 restrictions, the parish
is keen to minimise the amount of cash we need to handle.
Why not consider joining the Parish Giving Scheme?
This is easier than ever, as it is now possible to join the
scheme by telephoning this number 0333 002 1271
You will also need the Parish registration number, which is
250625232. Alternatively you can set up your personal PGS
account on line here https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
donors/find-your-parish/morpeth-parish-morpeth/
If you prefer to post an application form, please contact
Dave Pope on 01670 519520 or email your name and
address to him on dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
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Meditation
I was given this quotation to read some time ago, but I don’t know where I got it from,
I re- read this the other day, and as usually happens, it got me thinking. Maybe it will do the
same for you as it did for me

DO YOU EVER THINK
HOW DEEPLY YOU
TRULY VALUE YOUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH
GOD?
Then I read Romans 8:35-39, and realised how much God loved me. Just read with me what
it says:35 “Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?
Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or
hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?
36 As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered
like sheep.”
37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who
loved us.
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.
39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever
be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. “
Just look again at what it says. I am drawn to verse 38, that says it all. Then I go back to the
quote, and I am humbly brought down. I look at my life and say I should really get back
on track with Him. I know this, He values my relationship with Him so much He sent His one
and only Son to die on a Cross at Calvary.
When I read Roman 5:6-8 this was so right. God in action for our benefit. He sent Jesus
Christ to earth to work out His plan to bring us back to Himself.
Romans 5:6-8 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for
us sinners.
Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might
perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. But God showed his great love
for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. This brings me back again to
to the quote and I know that nothing in this world should interfere with this. My goal is to
put into practice that quote.
I did learn and got a lot more from this Easter Time. The great true meaning of the
Resurrection. Something wonderful. As the film says For your eyes (heart ) only.
Keith Pratt
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•

•

Top quality used vehicles
Comprehensive warranty

When you produce this advert
See our wide selection at
www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk

Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1

♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣♠♥♦♣
BRIDGE CLASSES IN MORPETH

Come and learn the most intriguing game in the world
Stimulate your brain and make new friends

Classes to suit all levels:
Beginners - Year 1 - Wednesday evening (another when demand is shown)
Developing Bridge - Year 2 - Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening
Continuing Bridge -Tuesday morning
We are happy to teach small groups on request.
For more information please contact:
Aileen Cunningham
01670 513369
John Kingcome
01670 513469
Cyril Meehan
01670 5129879
or visit our website www.morpethbridge4all.co.uk
Play and learn sessions with help from teachers. Just drop in – with or without
a partner. Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 4.30 pm ongoing , including holidays
at Hepscott Village Hall
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The Feast the Annunciation of our Lord
to the Blessed Virgin Mary
One of the stories we are told each Christmas is of the announcement made
by the archangel Gabriel to Mary that she was to give birth to a son - a
special child, for the child Jesus would be both human and divine. Human, by
virtue of his sharing in the human life of his mother. Divine, in that he is the
result of a special action by the Holy Spirit planting the new life in Mary’s
womb. So, God chose Mary to be the ‘god bearer’, for that is what she was
and is –for the event may have happened two thousand years ago, yet its
implications for humanity are for all time.
What I think is incredible is how so many believing Christians just accept the
story, rarely challenging its veracity, as if things like the incarnation happen
every day. So, what are we Christians accepting? What is it that God has done
and what is it that he continues to do? Because remember God, who has
been around from before the beginning of the universe. He who is the
creator of the universe which has no limit in space, the creator of all life and
all that goes with it – it is that God, who loves his creation so much that he
has been prepared to share human life, with all its ups and downs, with all
that life brings, pain and suffering, misunderstandings, all the ups and down
of daily human life; in Jesus he shares that something that we do not have to
face, because we are sinners, but a sinless God is prepared to rub shoulders
every day with those who are sinners. That must indeed be painful for Jesus
because he loves each of us, and yet he sees us doing the very things that he
does not want us to do.
Jesus faces each day knowing that things could be different, yet knowing that
many human beings will fail to live their life ignoring the possibility of sharing
in God’s divine life. There is this one thing about Jesus that is different, he is
sinless. But although sinless, yet like us he is certainly tempted, as we are to
sin. Something that we so often forget, as do all human beings. For God has
not just used Mary to enable Jesus to walk this earth and die a death on a
cross. That offering of Jesus’ life enables we human beings to share in his
divine life. For Jesus has become human so that we may become divine.
He offers everyone that possibility, the question is are we ready to accept it?
Yes, Jesus is in all respects like we are – apart from one thing. We are sinners,
Jesus is sinless.
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But because Jesus is sinless, we sinners can begin to share in the sinless life of God.
We have been assured that the implications of which will be with human beings for
all time. Jesus has become one of us, but unlike us he is a special human being,
partly human sharing in the life of his mother, and through her with the whole
human race, but also partly divine, as God intends to share his life with humanity
in the person of Jesus. I don't know what effect this story has on any of you, but I
know how great the impact is on me. I am gobsmacked every year, when I hear of
Gabriel's announcement to Mary.
It is that event that we celebrate; the announcing of the birth of Jesus by Gabriel,
to Mary. Just for moment think of the impact of the archangel’s announcement on
Mary. She is to carry in her womb and give birth to a child, who shares her life with
the life of God. An amazing thing -that shows God’s incredible love for us human
beings.
What is particularly amazing, is that because God has shared our life, he invites
and makes possible for human beings to share his life. Amazing that we sinful
human beings, may from time to time have the experience of sharing in the divine
life of God. That is why the feast of the Annunciation is so special, it encapsulates
and embraces the most wonderful miracle, it is why it is called the Incarnation.
The taking of human life from humanity in the person of Mary and in Jesus, God's
divine life comes, and through Jesus is shared with each of us. What I find
particularly amazing is that Mary, only a teenager from all accounts of poor parents
in a Palestinian village of the first century is chosen for this task of being the Godbearer. She must have been a pretty remarkable person, for God to choose her
to be the mother of Jesus. God has done this, because he is aware of the mess that
we human beings have made of the world. In spite the life he gave all of us, we so
often spurn his love, by just ignoring it and going our own way. Yet the gift of divine
life still remains. We may have rejected it yesterday. There is always the possibility
of accepting it today So let us today joyfully accepts God’s divine life, and be ready
when tempted to sin, to remember God’s open hand sharing his life with us.
So, what are the implications of God being planted in Mary’s womb and living a
human life in the person of Jesus? It shows us the incredible value God places upon
human life, in spite of human sin. God is always ready to get his hands dirty,
embracing human life with all its faults, working really hard, in order to persuade
human beings to reject sin and model their lives on that of Jesus.
Canon David Parker
A sermon peached in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill on the Feast of the Annunciation.
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Refugees and Asylum Seekers
May 2021
This month’s report is a little different from the usual ones I have written. There has not
been much new information about the services themselves, but there has been an
increasing focus on some of the effects of the pandemic and the hostile environment
which refugees and asylum seekers find themselves in.

West End Refugee Service
The WERS clothing store is still closed as they currently have sufficient supplies for their
needs but they are accepting donations of toiletries, cleaning products and nonperishable food items.
WERS has continued to support the refugees it works with throughout the pandemic,
noting that its clients have faced increasing problems throughout this time and that
health inequalities have deepened for migrant communities. It has been concerned about
the fact that food poverty has also been on the increase among its clients. In order to be
able to meet this need WERS has been working closely with the West End Food Bank and
LifeVineyard Church in Newcastle.
Like many other organisations working with refugees WERS has also been very concerned
with recent proposals being put forward by the Government to control access to this
country by asylum seekers. They stress that “It is a human right to claim asylum, how
you travel to a country should have no influence here. People who claim asylum do not
have the privilege of choosing how they travel or what documents to take.”
Justice and Peace

The Justice and Peace project continues to adapt to life in its new premises and hopes
to be in a position to receive more donations shortly.
The Justice and Peace Coordinating Council has been alarmed by some of the proposals
made for housing asylum seekers in hotels, camps and barracks. The JPCC has stressed
that it believes strongly in the need for newly arrived people in the UK to be treated with
respect and dignity, saying it does not matter how people arrive here, and neither should
they be deterred.
WERS and Justice and Peace have also both expressed concern about the proposal to
house female asylum seekers at Medomsley, near Consett (now known as Hassockfield).
This is seen as being inhumane and unnecessary and the JPCC is encouraging people to
write to their MPs about this.
There has been a lot in the news recently about refugees and asylum seekers and we do
well to keep ourselves informed and be prepared to act when necessary.

Margaret Brock
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If You're Hurting
I'm waving my arms from a distance, beckoning you close - I'm here because I have truth
to share, and sorries to say. If you're hurting, come towards me and sit at my table, you'll
be welcomed and loved; passed a mug, and encouraged to share, to listen and to be
known anew. I'm sorry for the way the church has hurt you.
Beloved, I'm sorry that it’s carried the same book as me and told you it says you're broken.
I'm sorry that it’s flipped to a page, shoved it into your face, and damned you. I'm sorry,
I'm sorry a thousand times. I'm sorry it’s told you that your pride is somehow sinful, that
the rainbow that makes you feel at home was somehow stolen - it wasn't, God placed it in
the sky to show He's forever faithful, that faithfulness includes you, it always has.
It doesn’t need it back, because it was never taken. My friend, share this meal with me, let
us put the world to rights.
Beloved, I'm sorry that you were told your struggles weren't holy, I'm sorry that it told you
that it was some moral failing, that you hadn't prayed enough, that you haven't believed
enough. I'm sorry that your tears and wounds were seen as doubts when really, you know
a lot more about faith in a valley than it ever will. I'm sorry that it didn't look at Jesus on
the cross in all His lament and bloodshed and pain and then look to you and see some
resemblance, I'm sorry it saw you hurting and did nothing. I cannot express to you how
happy I am that you're sitting across from me, still fighting, I know you might not be able to
see it, but He's sitting next to you as well, and He's prouder than words can say. Thank you,
for not giving up on us - I'd understand if you did.
Beloved, I'm sorry it told you your body was something to be ashamed of. I'm sorry it told
you to hide away, that somehow your very being was dangerous and that every move you
made in confidence was wrong, that it was in any way an invitation to violation.
You and I both know God didn't create anyone for that. I'm sorry it convinced you that
your only use was to be used unless you walked and talked and dressed and lived a certain
way. I'm sorry that when you came to it screaming it told you it was your fault. Your being
is dangerous, but not in the way it thinks. You're dangerous because you challenge the
status quo, because you walk in such confidence and beauty it's so clear that you bring out
the God-colours of the world. Thank you for holding my hand and making me see that a
body is a holy resting place for God and that they should shine and shout and be decorated
in every-which-way in order to scream that they're alive and thriving. Thank you for being
here, let's be survivors together.
Beloved, I'm sorry it told you to be quiet. I’m sorry it saw your signs and your words and
your desperation and it told you that's not how it works. I'm sorry it told you that God
didn't like your pickets, that somehow because of the quantity of your melanin or the
contents of your DNA you were less loved.
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I'm sorry it built statues of a white man and worshipped the stone when worship should
have started on the streets with banners, arms linked. I'm sorry that it worshipped an idol
instead of seeing your pain and walking alongside you. I’m sorry it neglected the
footsteps of God amid your protests and chose to tell you that your petitions weren't the
will of God. May I stand by you, use my privilege to amplify, I won't steal the spotlight;
I'll point it at you and learn to unlearn all its spite and try my best to walk in a new light.
Beloved, I'm sorry it told you that you weren't welcome, that your struggles made you
less worthy, that when God called His children chosen that you weren't on His list. I'm
sorry that when you were on the floor, on the street, in the dirt it didn't stop to ask you if
you needed help, that it crossed the road and left you. I'm sorry that it didn't reach out,
I'm sorry that it didn't go with you to get help, that it didn't see the hope in recovery and
instead decided that you weren't someone it wanted on its pews. Thank you for fighting
the demons that told you addiction is where you would stay. Thank you for telling me
your story and letting me see a slice of you that God has already covered in bandages but
that I know is still raw, that I know may not be gone yet, but that doesn’t disqualify you.
Thank you for standing up and speaking of His redemption and telling people that you are
not broken, not dirty, not wrong, that you are wonderfully and complexly human and
that God stood by you. You are living proof of the strength of the human condition, thank
you for teaching me how to be brave.
Thank you all, the messy and the complicated and the afraid beloved children of God
that are sitting around my table listening to my heartfelt apologies, but I have a few
more. I'm sorry you didn’t hear it sooner, and that you may lack an apology from the
majority of the people that have hurt you. I’m sorry for my part in the pain. I invite you to
remember how we have been washed clean, and so I invite you to remember that the
compassion of God transcends our understanding and so let me ask you to pray for the
church with me, that we may remain part of this body and fight the good fight. That two
or three gathered in His name may become many living out the greatest commandment.
If you're hurting, thank you for still being here, thank you for everything, thank you for
being my family, thank you for being His family, thank you, a thousand times - let's be
who He made us to be, let's be the change, let's do the work because we're loved,
because everyone is loved, no boarders and no walls.
Your mess is a holy mess, as is mine, your message is worth hearing, let me hold your
hand and go with you into a new hope characterised by reckless compassion,
overwhelming love, and with a God who dines with an explosion of colourfully and
divinely chaotic people, and calls them friends.
Milena James
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Be kind to each other
And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my
disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.’ (Matthew
10:42)
During the Covid-19 pandemic, there have been thousands of shining examples up
and down the country of people going the extra mile to help the elderly, vulnerable
and those at risk.
The helpers have been shopping, cooking meals, making regular telephone calls, and
checking that needs are being met. We must sincerely hope that these acts of
kindness will continue well beyond the coronavirus outbreak. Simple acts of kindness
are so important in cementing the fabric of our society. Some years ago, this thought
inspired the following poem:
A Brighter Tomorrow
There is much we can do just to brighten
This world of all take and no give,
There’s a great deal that we can contribute
Through the everyday lives that we live.
By supporting one’s elderly neighbours
Or through lending a hand in some way
It’s by taking a bunch of spring flowers
To someone to brighten their day.
It’s by sparing a few precious hours
In the service of those most in need
It’s all about setting a standard
And trying to give others a lead
It’s the way that we tend to treat others
And help and aid folks in distress
It’s the care and assistance we offer
That will set us apart from the rest.
The choice that we face is quite simple
The rewards plain for all men to see
‘As you did all of this to my brother
Then’ said Christ, ‘you did it to Me.’
Colin Hammacott
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ROYAL MAUNDY 2021
I suppose I am not the only person who examines the envelope of letters which
arrive in the post to guess who the sender is before opening it. So it was that on
Tuesday 2 March a letter arrived in the post. It was not the one I was expecting
( that was my new bus pass). Nothing on the front or back to indicate who the
sender was until I looked at the postmark - not a town or an area but
Buckingham Palace SW1A 1AA. After opening it rather tentatively, I found it was
from The Right Reverend Dr John Inge who is the Lord High Almoner.
Headed “Royal Maundy” he wrote:
“I am delighted to inform you that your name has been submitted by the Bishop
of your diocese to be one of this year’s Maundy Recipients and I very much hope
you will feel able to accept this honour”
i was quite taken aback by this and after careful thought I completed the form
which was enclosed confirming my details and adding a short paragraph about
myself which may be submitted to The Queen for Her Majesty’s information.
I then felt like running outside and telling all and sundry the news but with
lockdown everybody was biding indoors and the streets were empty.
On the following Friday, I received several items of post most of which I could
identify from the envelope (including my new bus pass) but there was another
stranger. The postmark gave no clue. When I opened it, I saw the notepaper of
the Bishop of Newcastle.
“Dear Colin”, the Bishop wrote, ”I was delighted to learn that you have now
received your letter confirming your nomination as a recipient of the Royal
Maundy this year. It was a great delight to be able to put your name forward for
this recognition of your exemplary Christian service within the community.”
The Lord High Almoner, in his letter, made it clear that due to the pandemic
there would not be a Royal Maundy Service this year and that the Maundy Gift
would be sent to me by post during Holy Week. The service had actually been
scheduled to be held in Westminster Abbey on Maundy Thursday, 1 April 2021
It was the Tuesday in Holy Week that a package arrived though my letterbox
from Buckingham Palace. This time I knew what it was.
Dr Inge wrote:
“I am pleased to enclose with this letter the Maundy purses from The Queen with
an accompanying letter from Her Majesty. I know that The Queen takes a great
interest in the Maundy Recipients and greatly values their exemplary Christian
service to the nation.”
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The red purse contains the traditional sum of £5.50. In the past this was an
allowance for clothing and provisions, formerly given in kind, and a payment for
the redemption of The Sovereign’s gown. This year the £5 coin commemorates
Her Majesty’s 95th birthday. The inscription on the front of the coin includes the
words “MY HEART AND MY DEVOTION”.
The 50 pence coin portrays the 50th anniversary of Decimal Day in 1971.
The white purse contains Maundy coins; silver pennies, twopences, threepences
and fourpences, totalling 95 pence, corresponding to The Sovereign’s age. All
coins were newly minted this year.
My sincere thanks go to Bishop Christine for putting my name forward and to
Canon Brian Hedley who I believe had something to do with this.
Colin Davidson
Here is a copy of the letter which The Queen sent.
Dear Mr Davidson
I am delighted to send you the Maundy Gift which
I hope you will accept as an expression of my
personal thanks to you for all that you have done to
enrich the life of your community.
On the night before he died, Jesus washed the feet
of his Disciples. This was something usually done for
guests by a servant of the household. By taking the
part of a servant, Jesus set an example to the
Disciples and to those who, down the ages, would
try to follow him. He showed us that service for others is at the heart of what it
means to be a Christian.
Each year, at the Royal Maundy Service we have an opportunity to recognise
and give thanks, for work done by countess people for the wellbeing of their
neighbours: work that has often been taken for granted or hidden. The Service this
year was to have taken place in Westminster Abbey on Thursday 1st April.
You were to have been one of the recipients whose Christian service would be
recognised on that occasion.
I am sure you will be sad, as I am, that present circumstances make it impossible
for that Service to take place. I hope however that this Maundy Gift will remind
you for years to come that your efforts have been truly appreciated.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your loved ones.
I wish you every blessing, and a very happy Easter
Elizabeth R
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Lifepath 2021 - 'on the road'
Lifepath has been running at Brinkburn Priory since 2011, giving first school
children from across Northumberland, mostly from Year 4, a day of fastmoving fun exploring the life of a northern saint and why they followed Jesus.
It has been immensely popular and we thank God for all the opportunities to
speak in an appropriate way about matters of faith.
It was with great sadness that Lifepath 2020 was cancelled because of COVID19. At the beginning of January - and the third national lockdown - the Core
Planning Team were faced with decisions about what to do in June 2021. They
decided that instead of the children coming to Brinkburn, the Lifepath
experience would go to the schools with a mixture of “virtual” and non-virtual
components. This has the advantages of more flexibility with dates and being
able to accommodate more schools.
The plan is to go into schools with a small group of volunteers, show specially
recorded videos of the some parts of the event (opening worship, songs and
drama), and then spend time with the children, doing some activities in
workshops. This year's focus is on the life of St Cuthbert.
As ever, we want to bless the schools, support the teachers and explain the
way we can follow Jesus on our own Lifepath. Although this is a different way
to how we usually do it, we hope to give the children a great “Lifepath
experience”.
Your prayers are very much needed for the those who are planning and
preparing for this venture and for those who will deliver it, including
volunteers from local churches - maybe one of them might be you! Talk to
God about this possibility, then talk to Kirstine, whose details are below.
Please pray too for the children, who are disappointed not to be coming to
Brinkburn.
If you would like to be involved or receive more information, please send an
email to Kirstine Davis (kirstine@mustardtreetrust.org) or phone her on
07783 569259.
Thank you for your support. It is greatly appreciated!
Harriet Gilfillan

21
COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE

J.W. Peters
Family Firm Established 1920





Day & Night Service
Very Competitive Prices
Chapel of Rest
Catering & Flower Arrangements

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth 01670 517117

YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN
CONCORD

£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page
£66 for 2/3 page £99 for full page
You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy
and your ad will appear in eleven editions of the magazine
(July & August is a double issue)
Contact Dave Pope for details
Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email:
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk

22

For the start of the cricket season
Here is a short poem
For when the One
Great Scorer comes
to write against your name,
He writes not that you won or
lost - but how you
played the game.
I have typed it out as it appears on an old brass plaque which I see every day
in my dining room. I count it as an heirloom, though as it is brass, not worth
much in cash terms. The value to me is very different.
I saw it first about 80 years ago ,on the mantlepiece in my grandparents'
kitchen, where I talked with my Granda about Railways and all sorts of other
things, learned to play Patience and Clock Patience and played with Chana,
his old Pekinese..
It also reminds me of my Uncle Willie, a schoolteacher who lived in the same
house. He introduced me to cricket. He was Treasurer of Bedlington Cricket
Club and was known affectionally as Mr Moneybags, as he used to walk
round the ground with the collecting box on match days. The plaque may
well have been his. He also took me to Minor County matches at Jesmond,
Ashbrooke, (Sunderland) and South Shields. I particularly remember a match
at Jesmond, where Northumberland played
John McPhillips

Follow the arrow to p 23 for a
really bad cricketing joke
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D C THOMPSON

PROPERTY & GARDENING
MAINTENANCE

All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance
Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs
Just the price that suits you right
Phone at any time for help and advice
7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL
Tel: 01670 520203

A newly wed cricketer was proud of his progress as a batsman and invited his
mother-in-law along to watch him play, hoping to impress her. At the crease,
he turned to the wicketkeeper and said "I'm anxious to do well and really hit
this ball. That's my wife's mother over there." "Don't be silly," said the
wicketkeeper. "You'll never hit her at 200 yards."
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Millions join worship online
during the pandemic
The Church of England’s national online services alone have attracted more than 3.7
million views since the first restrictions on gatherings for public worship to limit the
spread of Covid-19 were introduced. Clips and content from the services have been
seen 40 million times on social media channels. The Church of England’s prayer and
discipleship apps – through which people can join in ancient services of morning and
evening prayer from wherever they are – have been accessed eight million times, up 50
per cent on the previous year.
The figures for the online services are thought to be just the tip of the iceberg, as
churches’ response to the pandemic triggered a major change in the way Christians
worship and reach out to their neighbours.
At least 20,000 services and other online events are now listed on the Church of
England’s ‘church-finder’ website AChurchNearYou. 15 months ago, there were none.
And a special hymn download service, designed for local churches to use as part of
online worship, has seen more than a million downloads.
As churches look ahead, many are assessing how to incorporate the lessons of the last
year into their regular patterns of worship and outreach after the pandemic.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: “The last
year has been a time of loss, separation and pain for
everyone. Not always being able to meet together for prayer
and worship has made that even more difficult and I long for
the day when we can gather together before God’s face.
“Yet amid all of this, God has been with us and has
done something new which we could not have imagined a year
ago. We have sung the Lord’s song in a virtual foreign land.
As we look and plan ahead it’s not a question of either online
worship or meeting in-person, but of how we will be shaped by
the experience and commitments of the last year, to try new things, to value the things
we perhaps took for granted before, and to reach out to more people with the invitation
to participate in the good news of Jesus Christ.”
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The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell said: “I think
there has been a digital coming of age.
“Of course we long to meet in person, but online services
can be very beautiful. People of different ages, from
different parts of the country or even the world, families
sitting together, people watching whilst having a cup of
coffee are all coming together to worship online in ways
that we just couldn’t have imagined a year ago.”
Many of those attending online services were worshipping for the first time. A
survey of some of the online congregation found 19.7 per cent of people asked were
engaging with the Church of England online for the first time.
These national services have also been made available on
the DailyHOPE line, a free phoneline that has been especially
welcomed by those without internet access. The line has received
over 400,000 calls and played five million minutes since it was
launched in April last year.
The need to find new ways of meeting for worship amid lockdowns and local
restrictions has also helped the wider public engage with a broad range of Anglican
traditions. For example, Book of Common Prayer services have seen a large increase
in people attending as a result of being available online.
Amaris Cole, the Church of England’s Head of Digital, said: “The last year has shown
the incredible creativity of our local churches, which have worked quickly to engage
with their communities, despite restrictions.
To support this, we’ve continued our digital training for local churches to use digital
platforms, with more than 7,000 attendees attending webinars to learn skills such as
how to live stream, how to turn their sermons into podcasts or use Facebook groups
for their Bible studies.
“It’s been incredible to hear the stories of those being reached through these online
services.
“With the national weekly services shared on our Facebook page and
YouTube channel, we’ve been able to connect with people who may have never
engaged with church services before and have seen communities form in the
comments while these services are streaming on a Sunday morning.
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“They regularly share prayer requests, ask questions about the Christian faith and
offer to support others online.
“With services being led by bishops, chaplains, vicars and lay people, featuring
classic hymns or worship bands, readings from television presenters and children
from our primary schools, the diversity of the Church of England has been
showcased through our national social media channels and we’ve ensured
corporate worship is accessible wherever people may be.”
The prayer apps include the Church of England’s Daily Prayer app, offering
traditional services of Morning, Evening and Night Prayer, which was accessed 4.4
million times, a rise of 55 per cent.
The Lectionary app, which includes the calendar, readings and prayer for the
Church’s year, was accessed 1.7million times, up 21 per cent.
Meanwhile the Church of England campaign app which provides reflections for
current #LiveLent campaign and the Comfort and Joy campaign during Advent and
Christmas was accessed 700,000 times, an increase of nine per cent.
Other apps include Time to Pray, which offers simple Daytime and Night Prayer
services with audio, and Reflections for Daily Prayer, offering daily Bible
reflections, were each accessed 400,000 times; Sunday Worship which had
240,000 opens, and the Reflections on the Psalms and Daily Prayer for Thy
Kingdom Come with 160,000 together.
From Parish Pump
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Down
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5)
2 Central space in a church (4)
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and
General Secretary of the
Evangelical Alliance 1983–97, Clive
— (6)
4 Moses killed one when he saw
him beating a Hebrew labourer
(Exodus 2:12) (8)
5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7)
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas
singing hymns in a Philippian jail
(Acts 16:26) (10)
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10)
12 Irish province in which Dublin is
Across
situated (8)
1 Sense of right and wrong (1
14 Same hit (anag.) (7)
Corinthians 8:7) (10)
16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7)
over the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6)
8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is 19 Author of the immortal stories of
mine’ (John 17:10) (5)
Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5)
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4)
20 Cab (4)
Solution grid on page 34
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8)
13 Member of the Society of Friends
(6)
15 At ague (anag.) (6)
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8)
18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4)
21 Twentieth-century poet and
dramatist who wrote Murder in the
Cathedral, T.S. — (5)
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7)
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10)

MAY CROSSWORD
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God in the Sciences
Finding Expression – and God’s Response – in Lament
The question of suffering comes up regularly in discussions about science and faith.
I once visited a school to speak to some of the older teenagers. One of the pupils had
sadly passed away from cancer a few weeks before and his classmates asked,
“How God could let this happen?” Of course, these young people’s questions about
where God was in this situation were important. But the chaplain also gently reminded
the class that their friend’s family were Christians, and that they were finding that their
experience of loss had brought them even closer to God than before.
One way that grief can bring us near to God is when we share it with Him, telling Him
exactly how we feel. The biblical writers had no scruples about expressing themselves
to God, giving vent to emotions we often hold back in a church context. As my
colleague Roger Abbott has written in his book on ‘Unanswered’ Prayer, “Let us not
confuse reverence with spiritual prudishness. Perhaps honesty, the way it feels,
is precisely what God is waiting to hear from us.”
About one third of the Psalms express some form of grief. The book of Job is a series
of responses to one man’s suffering as he loses his children, property and health
in quick succession. Lamentations is also one long outpouring of sadness at what
happened to Israel under the Babylonians. Some of the prophets, especially Jeremiah,
also express their pain at these sorts of events – which reflect something of God’s
own feelings at the suffering of His people.
Most of these biblical authors would have had access to Scriptures that encouraged
them to turn to God whatever the circumstances. Emboldened by their knowledge
of His character and promises, these divinely inspired writers even express their anger
to God about the things He lets happen, or complain that He seems to act unfairly or
ignore them in their plight. Not only do these people let out all their feelings without
fear of reprisal, but they also clearly expect a helpful answer. Some record a resolution
to their troubles – often simply because God speaks to and comforts them, enabling
them to keep going.
The biblical writers demonstrated that God can handle pretty much anything – anger,
blame, bitterness – if we are actively looking to Him for help. As Pete Greig of the 24-7
prayer movement has written, “pain that is not expressed can never be transformed”.
Dr Ruth M Bancewicz,
Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in
Cambridge
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God in the Arts:

I wish you a joyful May

When Van Gogh painted ‘The Raising of Lazarus’,
he turned to Rembrandt for inspiration. But in
place of the figure of Jesus, he painted a warm,
glowing sun, radiant in the sky, and shining out to
bring renewal of life to Lazarus and his sisters.
From time immemorial people have placed the
sun at the centre of life and worship. As
Christianity grew and spread, it took over
ceremonies and practices associated with that
belief, but then moved the focus from the sun
above to the Son, Jesus, on the earth below.
We can see that in the traditions and worship of Christmas and Easter. In May we
celebrate the goodness and fruitfulness of nature brought by the sun with Maypole
dancing, the crowning of the May Queen, and games and sports, just as the Romans went
dancing in the fields at this time, rejoicing in the gifts of Flora, the goddess of nature. In
May the druids would greet the sun in the sky as they gathered on a high place.
That custom persisted for several centuries, particularly at Magdalen College in Oxford. In
1840 Dr John Bloxam revived the ceremony. Holman Hunt, one of that group of artists
known as the Pre-Raphaelites, visited Oxford in 1851 and so enjoyed the Christmas
festivities that he decided to honour the college life in one of his paintings. That decision
took many years to reach the canvas: his painting of ‘May Morning on Magdalen Tower’ is
one of his last complete works in 1890.
We can easily identify the choristers gathered to greet the rising sun in music and song.
Amid the clouds and blue sky above, the birds are flying and the floor where the choir
stand is bedecked with flowers. It is a glorious celebration of the fruitfulness of May and
the summer: God’s creation bringing so many gifts. The president of the college is the man
with the dark beard at the right of the painting, and Dr Bloxam is beside him.
But there is an unusual character there also, at the side of the painting – a Parsee, an
ancient worshipper of the sun from Persia, perhaps representing not just those who look
to the light of the sun, but are also searching for the light of truth. The young chorister in
the middle looking out at us holds a lily, the symbol of Mary, the mother of God’s Son. All
creation is gathered to greet the dawn and the rising sun of May – the birds above and
people below, young and old, Christian and non-Christian - all united to proclaim the
goodness and renewal promised by the sun. Holman Hunt said that he wanted to
represent ‘the spirit of a beautiful, primitive and in a large sense eternal service.’ Here is a
vivid reminder that the faith we profess opens our eyes to God’s goodness and glory
symbolised in the rising sun, and that He welcomes everyone to share in those gifts. The
painting hangs in the Lady Lever Art Gallery in Liverpool. You can view it at:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:William_Holman_Hunt__May_Morning_on_Magdalen_Tower.jpg
The Revd Michael Burgess
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
May
2nd Darcey Ridley
9th Logan Alan Tinmouth
23rd Chloe Cottam-Jamieson
30th Elliot James McAlpine

Weddings
April
24th Richard Waterston & Georgia Crawford

May
29th Phillip Robinson & Elaine Wells
29th Stephen Ramsey & Diana Strahilova Snowdon (Banns only)

In Memoriam
April
15th Isaac Arris
19th Violet Francis

The Parish Cycle31of Prayer for May

1st

Phillip and James

2nd

5th Sunday of Easter

For those coming to faith
‘I am the vine, you are the branches’

3rd

For a relaxing Bank Holiday

4th

For those working in our surgeries and pharmacies

5th

For staff in vaccination centres

6th

For all local election candidates

7th

For Morpeth Town Council

8th

For Northumberland County Council

9th

6th Sunday of Easter

‘Love one another as I have loved you’

10th

Give thanks for 75 years of work for Christian Aid

11th

Members of Morpeth Christian Aid Committee

12th

All who are affected by climate change

13th

Ascension Day

14th

Matthias, Apostle

15th
16th

Praise God for His blessings
May we hear God’s calling
For grace to share the Good News

Sunday after Ascension

May we walk in truth and light

17th

“Thy Kingdom Come’ global prayer week

18th

For courage to proclaim Christ’s love

19th

For all persecuted for their faith

20th

Families in war ravaged countries

21st

Hope for the desperate

22nd

For justice and peace

23rd

Pentecost

24th

John & Charles Wesley

25th

The Venerable Bede

That all may know God’s love
For our parish musicians and singers
Give thanks for our heritage of faith

26th

For those who struggle financially

27th

For those who are unemployed

28th

For the work of Contact in Morpeth

29th

Give thanks for carers

30th

Trinity Sunday

31st

BVM visit to Elizabeth

May we have a sense of awe and wonder
For young families
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Who’s Who in the May Intercessions
May 1st—Phillip and James
Is there someone in church whom you respect for their spirituality and
common sense combined? Someone you feel easy about approaching
to ask questions? That person’s patron saint should be Philip.
Philip came from Bethsaida and was a disciple of Jesus from early on.
He knew how to lead others to Jesus; he brought Nathanael (or
Bartholomew) to Him in a calm, kindly way. He knew how to do some
financial forecasting: at the feeding of the 5,000 it was he who pointed
out that without divine help, even 200 pennyworth of bread wasn’t going to feed that
crowd. He was the one whom the Greeks approached when they wanted to ask Jesus to
show them the Father, but didn’t quite have the nerve to approach Jesus directly. People
had confidence in Philip’s spirituality, common sense and kindliness. Such a person is a gift
to any church! In art, the Apostle Philip has been represented either with a cross, or with
loaves of bread. James the Less is the name we give to James the son of Alphaeus, but
beyond that, who was he? Sometimes he is identified as the James whose mother stood by
Christ on the cross. Sometimes he is thought to be the James who was ‘brother of the
Lord’. Sometimes he is thought to be the James who saw the risen Christ. He has also, and
often, been called the first bishop of Jerusalem. And finally, sometimes James the Less has
been thought of as the author of the Epistle of James. But who really knows? If none of
these identifications are correct, we know practically nothing about James the Less. So
perhaps on this day we can simply recall ‘all’ of the James’ above, and thank God for the
mother who stood by the cross, the brother that supported Jesus, the apostle who saw his
risen Lord and gave his life to proclaiming the truth, the first bishop of Jerusalem, and the
author of the marvellous Epistle of James. Whether it was one James or several, they were
all faithful to Jesus, and proclaimed Him as the Messiah. So perhaps that should make them
James the More! James the Less has been given an unusual iconographic emblem: a fuller’s
club. Tradition has it that he was beaten to death with one, after being sentenced by the
Sanhedrin in AD62. In England there are only 26 churches which are dedicated to James the
Less.
15th May: Matthias, the replacement apostle
If you’re saying to yourself, ‘Who?’ you’ll be in good company. May
15th is the feast day of St Matthias the Apostle, and in describing him
thus we have said just about all there is to know about him. He gets
just one mention in the Bible, in the first chapter of Acts, immediately
prior to the day of Pentecost, where it tells us that he was elected to
take the place in the ranks of the twelve apostles recently vacated by
the betrayer Judas Iscariot. Eusebius, in the fourth century, says in his
history of the apostolic era that Matthias was one of the 70 disciples
sent out by Jesus (Luke 10:1), and that seems reasonable. When it was necessary to fill the
vacancy among the apostles it would be natural to turn to someone who had followed Jesus
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from earlier years, as well as being a witness of the resurrection. Two names were
suggested and prayed over. Then the apostles cast lots, following the Old Testament
practice of the high priest’s Urim and Thummim, one assumes.
When they did, ‘the lot fell on Matthias’. Casting lots to fill vacancies on committees or
councils, or even to appoint bishops, might seem to us to be rather risky. The Victorian
preacher Campbell Morgan even suggested, that the 11 acted in haste and pre-empted
God’s choice of Saul (later known as Paul), who at that time was busy persecuting the
Church, arresting Christians and having them thrown into prison. He hadn’t yet travelled
the Damascus Road. Be that as it may, Matthias was elected, and for us he can stand for all
those excellent, consistent, reliable and faithful servants of Christ who never make a
headline, not even in the parish magazine. Yet still he was chosen because he could be a
‘witness’, and so are we.
24th May : John & Charles Wesley, evangelists & hymn-writers
John and Charles Wesley were the founders of Methodism. Two
of 19 children born to Samuel and Susannah Wesley of Epworth
Rectory in Lincolnshire in 1703 and 1707, their father was the
local rector, while their mother was a spiritual inspiration to her
many children. Both John and Charles went to Christ Church,
Oxford (1720 and 1726). John was ordained, and Charles and some friends formed a ‘Holy
Club’ while still at college. It consisted of men who dedicated themselves to Bible study,
prayer, fasting and good works. Such regular disciplines soon earned Charles the nickname
‘Methodist’. The name stuck. Both Charles and John felt called to the mission field, and so
in 1735 they sailed to Georgia. Their time among Indians in America was not a success –
they struggled for any real spiritual authority in their ministries. Feeling failures, they
returned to England in some depression. John summed it up: “I went to America to convert
the Indians; but, oh, who shall convert me?” Then the Wesleys made friends with some
Moravians. They stressed that salvation cannot be earned, but must be received by grace
through faith in Christ. Charles was the first to experience this ‘true’ conversion, when on
Pentecost Sunday, 21st May 1738, he wrote that the Spirit of God ‘chased away the
darkness of my unbelief.’ Only three days later, on 24th May, 1738, it was John’s turn. As he
wrote in his journal: “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street,
where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter
before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith
in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.” John and Charles Wesley then devoted the rest
of their lives to sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. In doing so, they turned England
upside-down. When the established Church threw John out, he took to the fields,
preaching to coal miners and commoners. His itinerant evangelism took him 250,000 miles
on horseback and to preach over 40,000 sermons. His small ‘societies’ attracted some
120,000 followers by the time of his death. Charles became the most prolific and skilled
hymn-writer in English history, writing hymns that are sung widely today, such as ‘Love
Divine, All Loves Excelling.’ In all, he wrote more than 6,000 hymns.The legacy of the two
brothers lives on. As well as Methodism, their teaching has widely impacted the holiness
movement, the Pentecostal movement, and the charismatic movement.
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YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593
PLAYTIME PLUS
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s)
Every TUESDAY & Wednesday during term
time from 9.30 am—11 am
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill
Contact: Parish Office 01670 503326
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's
(Contact Parish Office 01670 503326)
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan
Tel: 07736108772
GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS
Rainbows
2nd St James Monday
All Saints School
3rd St Mary's Tuesday
Abbeyfields First School
Brownies
2nd St James Monday
All Saints School
St Aidan’s Wednesday Parish Hall
3rd St Mary’s Tuesday
Abbeyfields First School

Guides
2nd St James (see contact details below)

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly
Tel: 01670 783434
112kellyhpl@aol.com
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS
Low Stanners HQ
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday
4th Morpeth Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday
4th Morpeth Scouts
Monday & Wednesday
Morpeth Methodist Church
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday
Explorer Scouts- Friday
Further information: Clive Rich 01670 511623
Pinewood Drive
Lancaster Park
Morpeth
Northumberland
NE61 3RD
Tel : 01670 512803
Head Teacher
Mr N Reeson
http://www.morpethallsaints.com/
Chair of Governors
Sara Alexander
Vice Chair of Governors
Jacquie Steel

SAFEGUARDING—Parish Responsible Caring Group
Pauline Young - Parish Safeguarding Officer 07779132452
Paul Rusby - paul.rusby@hotmail.co.uk
Kathryn Brown - 07914394919
Ann English - 07749842496
Nick Stratford 01670 518790
For Domestic Abuse concerns please contact either:
Kathryn or Nick or Vivienne Sommerville - 01670 513181

PARISH 36DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES)
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA Tel: 503326
Email: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com
Web: www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER
Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com
PCC SECRETARY
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY)
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday)
The Rectory Cottingwood Lane Morpeth
Tel: 01670 517716
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com
Revd Paul Rusby (Curate)
Email: paulrusby1@gmail.com
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew Hill,
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593) (Mon, Fri & Sun)
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com
Revd Elizabeth Brown (Associate Priest)
Tel: 07768075803
READERS
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161
CHURCHWARDENS
Dr Robert Young
Mt Jonathan Richardson
Ms Sarah Wiley
Mr Michael Daws 515128
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair)
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk

FINANCE & RECORDS
Treasurer: Mr Robert Bing
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com

Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: 503584
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520
ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER
Mrs Lindsey Collings Tel: 01670 503326
MUSICAL DIRECTORS
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149
MOTHERS UNION MORPETH BRANCH LEADER
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs Pauline Young Tel: 511407
MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel: 512879
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD)
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James)
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan)
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary)
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928
MORPETH ANNA CHAPLAINCY TEAM
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper
Tel.511593) (Mon, Fri & Sun)

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW
AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH
WEBSITE
www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/
policies.htm
For Safeguarding, see previous page
and also Diocesan policies on
www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx

