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D C THOMPSON 
PROPERTY & GARDENING   

MAINTENANCE 
All aspects of gardening and property repairs and maintenance 

Conifers and shrubs re-shaped and levelled 
For a free quote with no extras or hidden costs 

Just the price that suits you right 
Phone at any time for help and advice 

7 West Terrace, Stakeford, Northumberland NE62 5UL 
Tel: 01670 520203 

 
  

To offer support, care and social contact to those experiencing mental  
health problems and their carers 

FREE 1 -2-1 Counselling   Fun Activities   Support and Advice 
Drop In to the Coffee Den for a welcoming cuppa 

Open Tue – Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm                             See ya soon 

Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group 
Ltd 

7 Grey’s Yard, Oldgate 
Morpeth  NE61 1QD 

01670 510652   

Travers and Grace  

Plumbing and Tiling Services 
Plumbing Repairs & Emergency Call Outs 

    Showers & Bathrooms Installed 
   Wall & Floor Tiling 

   Free Estimates 
  Call Derek or Christina  

0777 409 4850 / 0781 888 7157 
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Parish Generosity 
Week 

A good few years ago,  Radio 
One decided to start a slot 
called “Pay it forward 
Thursday”  

 
The idea was that listeners were encouraged , when buying something,  
to pay for themselves, then  “pay it forward” and buy something for the 
next person who came along,  
 
So for example, at the check out of a coffee shop, to pay for the next 
persons coffee, or to pay for an ice cream for the next person to come to 
the ice cream van. The ideas got more and more wacky and it  felt like a 
kind of national social experiment in kindness to see if these random acts 
of kindness could brighten up the nation.  And of course they did!  
 
The slot was a huge success and listener after listener rang into the BBC 
with an experience of going to the counter of a coffee shop to buy a 
coffee and finding that someone had already paid for it! People were 
leaving a gift card inside books at bookshops so when people picked a 
book up they found payment inside. Supermarkets had people buying a 
pot plant for the next person coming to the check out. One McDonalds 
worker rang in to say that someone had come to the 24hr drive through 
and paid for the next cars coffee which had then continued for a further 
24 hours with car after car buying the next car a coffee or a McFlurry ice-
cream!  
It was a great example of natural human generosity. And if we as humans 
are made in the image of God then Generosity surely comes from God 
Himself.   
 
If you were in church or watching the service online at the end of 
September or attending or watching the service this first week in October, 
you will know that the national church is celebrating “Generosity Week”.  
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In our parish we have started with Creation Sunday, to look at all that 
God has given us, all the gifts and blessings we have as peoples of the 
earth, as well as the abundant resources and beauty in the natural world. 
This not only makes us want to protect and look after His creation but 
also to look at how we might respond to that amazing generosity.  
Over Generosity week, as a parish, we are hosting a “Soup and Song” 
afternoon for those who live in our community at St Aidan’s. We also 
have some podcasts and blogs about generosity over the week, helping 
us to grow in generosity as individuals and as a church. Then on the first 
Sunday of October which is our Harvest service, rather than just singing 
“All good gifts around us” (which of course we will do) we will also be 
thinking about how we might personally respond to God’s amazing 
kindness.  And of course we will bring harvest gifts to be distributed to 
those in need.  
 
Jesus tells a parable about the unforgiving servant in Matt 18:21-25.  
A servant owes a king a vast amount of money and after being 
threatened with imprisonment, he pleads with the king, who lets him off. 
The servant then promptly goes and finds another servant who owes him 
money and rather than let him off after he pleads in the same manner, he 
does the opposite and throws the servant into prison. When the king 
hears of this, he promptly throws the first servant into prison until his 
debit is paid in full.  
We often use this parable to help us understand forgiveness, but it’s also 
a warning about not “paying it forward”. If we have been gifted with 
more than the person beside us, then we need to share that generosity 
with others. The gifts and blessings we are given are not to be horded or 
locked away, but freely distributed to all.  
 
This week gives us all an opportunity to think about what we give to God, 
whether it be money, time, talents or ministry. It gives us time to ask God 
to open our hearts and minds to what it is to be generous people of God. 
So, this week and in the weeks to come, pray and ask God where he 
wants you to “pay it forward” and seek not reward or favour but only the 
kingdom of God.  
God Bless, Simon 
(For details on Generosity week as well as services and activities please 
visit our website www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk  

http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Revd Canon David Parker 

Celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of 
your ordination to the priesthood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday 26th September, a Parish Eucharist was held in St James Church, 
Morpeth , where David’s family and friends gathered together to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of David’s ordination. The occasion should have taken place in 2020 but 
COVID restrictions delayed the event for twelve months. Thankfully, the delay meant 
that this year, we were not only able to gather in a large, well ventilated church,  
suitably masked and distanced, but the choir and the congregation were also able to 
SING, which was wonderful! There was a procession, with crucifer and acolytes;  and 
parish clergy and members of the ministry team were also present. Friends and 
family read the lessons; the sermon was preached by The Revd Richard Ford. David 
presided, with grace, dignity and a palpable sense of joy and of course, being the 
Church of England, there was a generous buffet afterwards! 
The guests enjoyed themselves; parish helpers did a magnificent job (suitably gloved-
up and sanitised)  passing out the eats and pouring out the tea, coffee and fruit juice. 
The afternoon refreshments were, of course distributed ‘in one kind’ with no wine!   
Altogether it was a wonderful afternoon and  fitting tribute to a dedicated, wise and 
faithful servant of God.   

Congratulations, David and much love from all the Parish family.  
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It’s that time of year when the days start to get shorter, the nights 
get longer and it’s time to compile the magazines for the rest of  
2021.  That task doesn’t seem to get any easier and sometimes I 
wonder if it’s worth it. However, thanks to the magic of the 
internet, we’ve got a no-cost-to-the-parish-subscription to “Parish 
Pump”, a church magazine  website and October’s list of articles 
includes  an interesting take on  “good reasons to have a church 
magazine”.   

 
 It made a good deal of sense to me when I read it, not just because it champions 
printed material equally with electronic publication, but because the reasons for so 
doing are very sensible indeed.  
 
I don’t have any objection to online comms—far from it, We use a fair range of 
electronic platforms to spread parish news and events, which is great and  even 
though I haven't managed to master rapid two-handed texting yet, I spend quite a bit 
of time scrolling through news channels and (I confess) online shopping sites and 
Facebook and Twitter.  It’s quick; it’s informative; it’s annoying, sometimes, but it’s 
also great fun.  But there’s something about paper and print that’s very special .  
 
We’ve produced Concord as a printed paper magazine for a very long time  and I 
admit I’ve sometimes wondered whether or not it’s still a relevant way of reaching 
people ‘out there’, even though it’s also accessible on the parish website . I don’t 
have a ready answer on that, but I do believe that a  church magazine, however it’s 
distributed, is  only as effective as the content that’s in it.  And that’s where YOU 
come in, because it’s all about literally “spreading the word”. 
 
If you haven’t thought about writing, then please think about it now. There are ten 
great reasons for writing something for the magazine on the next page!  
Send us your stories; opinions, news items, film, TV, theatre and book reviews, 
recipes, crafting ideas and everything in between.  A huge amount of activity happens 
in the parish and it needs to be “out there”, not just on Facebook or via the parish 
website, but on paper, too.  Print isn’t “dead”.  Read the closing paragraph on page 
seven. It’s “not EITHER print OR digital, but BOTH AND.”  
 
It’s long past time to say thank you to our regular Concord contributors. Thank you 
for sticking with us. Please keep the material coming! It’s also time to ask those of you 
who have stories to tell; opinions to voice; encouragement to share or any other 
means you can think of to “bind the people who live in one place together” to  get 
writing.  Send your contributions to me on  val@litnotes.co.uk  and the editorial team 
will do the rest.   
Val Pope 

mailto:val@litnotes.co.uk
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Good reasons to have a church magazine 
 

After a year of lockdown, should we still bother with church magazines now that 
church life is picking up again?  Yes! 
 
It is read by lots of people. If each issue is read on average by two people, then more 
people see it than ever go to church.  So, it is a very good way of putting Christian 
values and ideas into people’s hands, whether they come to church or not. 
 
It is a service to the community. Communities need local networks to thrive. 
Magazines are a great way of binding the people who live in one place together. Just 
delivering the church magazine is a way to get to know the area and the people.   
 
It helps build bridges with other Christian churches in the area. We can share some 
details of their meetings and events. 
 
It can make money. Well, enough to cover the costs of production! Let’s aim for a 
revenue balanced on paid subscriptions and advertising. 
 
It is seen by those outside the church family.  Think of the people just moving into our 
area, or those who live here already and want to get married or to baptise their child.  
Our magazine can help them see the sort of community we are, and that we would 
welcome them to join us. 
 
It is read by people who do not go to church, but who know someone who does. This 
is a major way of how groups, including churches, grow. Not many people walk into a 
church off their own bat. Most people are invited, or already have a connection.  
 
It supports local businesses. Local businesses who advertise locally, can thrive.  
 
It helps people develop skills. The editorial team will learn about design, marketing, 
GDPR, editing, copyright, writing, selling, artwork - and apologising.  
 
It can help inform our community about itself – especially if we include a local history 
or local natural history section! 
 
SO, don’t believe it if someone tells you that print is dead. It is not. Many people still 
prefer to read something they can hold in their hands. The future is not EITHER print 
OR digital, but BOTH AND. People will flick through a magazine that arrives through the 
door, even though they may never dream of visiting their local church’s website. 
From “Parish Pump” 
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A note from Bishop Metlha in Botswana 
for our prayers this month … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVID 19 

With the shortage of vaccines, the disease has ravaged the whole 
country.  Parishes are affected one way or the other and we continue to 
bury our brothers and sisters – the months of July and August 2021 
being the worst.  We pray and hope that as vaccines arrive in the 
country, things will get better. 
The income of the Church has also been hit hard – with some losing their 
jobs and retrenchments because of closure of industries and churches 
closures at times.  But with the help of God, we are managing under the 
circumstances. 
We continue to meet for worship on Sundays, making sure our 
assemblies stay at the 50 people maximum level and for not more than 
two hours (as required by Covid 19 protocols). 
We believe that we will never be without the awareness, love and care 
of our Saviour.  All our sufficiency is from God – Have faith and choose 
hope. 
 
Ed.—Every month Newcastle diocese publishes a monthly prayer diary, 
which is compiled by Richard Hill and is available online at https://
www.newcastle.anglican.org/news/prayerdiary/ 
We publish each Sunday’s intercessions for use in our church services, but 
please do consider using this  resource for your daily personal 
intercessions at home as prayer prompts are included for each day. 

https://www.newcastle.anglican.org/news/prayerdiary/
https://www.newcastle.anglican.org/news/prayerdiary/
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• Top quality used vehicles 
• Comprehensive warranty 

When you produce this advert 
See our wide selection at 

www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk 
Open 7days Tel: 01670 514488 On A197 between Morpeth & the A1 

http://www.cliftoncarsales.co.uk
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Time to reclaim the sabbath 
 

Home working, zero hours contracts, the switch to home deliveries 
and online retailing, and an ‘always on’ culture - the world of work 
is changing fast and massively, and the Covid pandemic has 
accelerated the upheaval. 
 
Now faith-based think tank Theos has come up with key proposals aimed at 
helping modern-day workers survive and thrive despite both the current 
changes – and the major challenges coming down the track. One proposal 
suggests ‘recovering the sabbath.’ 
 
In a new report, ‘Just Work: humanising the labour market in a changing 
world’, Theos identifies three ‘great disruptions’ facing the world of work. 
They highlight: the technological - Artificial Intelligence, machine learning,  
and automation; the ecological - climate change and loss of biodiversity; and 
human vulnerability, as seen through the pandemic, mass migration and 
declining birth rates. 
 
Paul Bickley, one of the report’s authors, explains: “The issue is not work itself, 
but rather what happens when we make work, rather than the people who do 
it, our focus. We are disconnected from a healthy sense of work, and severing 
the needed boundaries between work and rest has set us adrift. The biblical 
idea of Sabbath is an ancient answer to modern anxieties. It’s time to 
rediscover it.”  
 
During the pandemic, increasing numbers of people have shifted to working 
from home, from in-person shopping to ordering online, having take-aways 
delivered, and watching streaming services instead of going to the cinema.  
 
But people working from home or in the ‘gig economy’ delivering food or 
online orders, have discovered they are being watched - and watched closely. 
Software fitted to home computers or installed in vehicles is monitoring when 
and how people are working.  
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The move to home working has meant an increased erosion of defined working 
hours, with ‘the boss’ able to make demands round-the-clock. 
 
In response, Theos makes three key proposals: 
 
 1. First, a focus on a full work, rather than full employment economy.  
Paid employment is the main – but not the only – form of work, and unpaid 
labour, such as caring responsibilities and volunteer work, need greater esteem 
and focus from a policy perspective.  
 
2. Recognition of the human person as central to any healthy understanding of 
work.  
Investors, and first and foremost church investors, have achieved tangible 
changes through activism in areas such as climate change and governance. They 
should add clear requirements on the fair handling of wages, benefits, agency 
work, outsourcing and employee surveillance to the social criteria they look at 
within environmental, social and governance investing.  
 
3. Recovery of shared practices of rest to counter our culture of overwork.  
Dissolving boundaries between our employment and our leisure – exacerbated 
during the pandemic – have negatively affected many workers. Overwork is 
literally killing people. For many, a combination of technology and the pandemic 
have broken the link between work and particular places and times – leading to 
an expectation, even if it is only an expectation of ourselves, that we will always 
be available.  
 
Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a 
former communications director for the C of E 
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Planned Giving Envelopes 2022 
 

From January 2022 the parish will no longer provide personal boxes 
of Planned Giving Envelops. This is because HMRC (the Tax 
Authority) no longer requires that we record cash gifts under £30 
against individual names. 
 

If you prefer the privacy of giving by cash in an 
envelope, plain grey envelopes will be available from 
the welcome team as you enter the church. (You may 
collect a few in advance if you give regularly.) 

 
THE BEST WAY TO GIVE REGULARLY 

IS BY JOINING THE PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
 

 

 

If you join the Parish Giving Scheme, the amount you choose to give 
to the parish monthly will be taken on the 1st of each month from 
your bank account by Direct Debit. You may choose to add Gift Aid 
to your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. This will earn the parish  
an extra 25p for each pound you give. 
 

JOIN PGS by Telephone or Online: 
Phone 0333 002 1271 

You will need the PARISH PGS REGISTRATION NUMBER – 
250625232 

ONLINE: https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-

parish/morpeth-parish-morpeth/ 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/morpeth-parish-morpeth/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/morpeth-parish-morpeth/
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God in the Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

'Spread over us the tabernacle of your peace, O God'  
Photograph scanned by Simon Cooke, https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/
ssolomon/24.html 

 
For nine days at the end of September Jewish families will have gathered to celebrate the 
festival of Tabernacles. It is always a happy season as adults and children alike join for 
their Harvest feast. Many churches will be having their own Harvest Thanksgivings at the 
beginning of this month. We know this was a custom revived by Parson Hawker in the 
Victorian period, but its roots lie in that Jewish feast which Jesus Himself knew and 
celebrated. 
Each family erects a tabernacle or tent in the garden or back yard. They will have their 
meals and spend time there, relaxing with one another. The roof of each tabernacle might 
have branches of trees covering it, hung with fruits and fragrant flowers. The children 
decorate the tent with drawings and pictures.  
Because it is only a temporary building for that time of the year, and because the roof is 
fragile, it is a reminder of the journeying of the Israelites in the wilderness when their 
safety rested on the goodness of God. It was God who watched over the people then. It is 
God who watches over them now and watches over the earth, so that it is fruitful, 
providing food for their health and happiness. 
 
This feast is the subject of this month's picture by Simeon Solomon. He was a Jewish artist, 
born in London in 1840 into a family of artists. He made his own reputation through 
meeting the Pre-Raphaelites and the poet, Swinburne. Solomon was a colourful character 
of that period, whose life sadly ended in poverty and alcoholism. But this wood engraving 
was made early on in his life in 1866. It is part of a series illustrating Jewish customs, 
which Solomon provided for 'Leisure Hour.' 

https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html
https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html
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October Book Reviews 
 
Holier Than Thou by Jackie Hill Perry, 10Publishing, £12.49 
Why is it so hard to trust God sometimes? We say we trust Him, but often we 
live as if He can’t be trusted. We assume that He doesn't really want what is 
best for us; that He withholds good things from us. Bestselling author Jackie 
Hill Perry walks us through Scripture, shaking the dust off of the concept of 
‘holy’ as we’ve come to know it. The concept of ‘holy’ is something that offers 
us an amazing truth – God is good, He is trustworthy. So, God being ‘holier 
than thou’ is actually the best news we can possibly have.  
 
Understanding Modern Israel – a biblical perspective 
By Julia Fisher, Lion, £9.99 
To understand the complexity of modern Israel, you need to understand 
some biblical history. The Jews were called out of slavery to become the 
nation of Israel, a nation based on a unique covenant with God. But that 
covenant was broken time and again, and Israel has been exiled not once, not 
twice, but three times.  Yet, each time the Jews have returned to re-inhabit 
their homeland. This is unique. How and why has this happened? This book 

encourages an audience who thinks Israel is an irrelevant issue to think again, and to 
appreciate what God has done and is doing through this small nation. This Bible is, after all, 
a Jewish book. Jesus was Jewish. Our destiny is tied up in both. 

We see an elderly person on the left making his way into the tent, and at the other side a 
mother leading her children. The walls outside are adorned with palm branches and inside 
the tent a feast of fruits and food await them. The young boy seems hesitant, wondering 
what he will find and clinging to the hand of his mother. But all is well, for inside other 
members of the family are there to welcome them. 
Solomon conveys the domesticity of this feast, and the young boy outside reminds us that 
Jesus Himself would have celebrated this feast with Mary and Joseph. They would also have 
gone up to Jerusalem to join the thousands of pilgrims there, as Jesus was to do later in His 
adult ministry. Each pilgrim would carry a branch of myrtle, palm and willow in one hand 
and a citrus fruit in the other, symbols of the fruits of the promised land. The air would be 
full of hosannas and praises to God. 
Like the Jewish families at the Feast of Tabernacles, we shall gather for our Harvest 
Thanksgivings. Like them, we shall thank God for His faithful goodness in the past. Like 
them, we shall look ahead to the coming of God's kingdom, where God who feeds us now in 
food and drink will nourish us eternally. Like them, we shall proclaim, 'O taste and see how 
gracious the Lord is: blessed is the one who trusts in Him.' 
The Revd Michael Burgess  
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Fliss Tunnard (now Barker) married Carl Barker on Thursday 12th 
August at Slaley Hall in Hexham. It was a wonderful day with their 
closest family and friends there to celebrate with them. A short 
blessing was held after the ceremony and all enjoyed their 
reception drinks alongside a magician and ice cream.  They enjoyed 
a few days in Scotland before their ‘big’ honeymoon in Italy next 
year.  
 
Fliss is now in her final year of study at Northern College in 
Manchester studying for a degree in Theology, Ministry and Mission 
with Community Work. She hopes to be a fully-fledged Church 
Related Community Minister in Northumberland next summer.  
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Meeting the needs of older people 
 

These days there seems to be a day for 
everything, including the United Nations’ 
‘International day for Older Persons’, 
which is observed on 1st October. So 
perhaps October is a good month to think 
about meeting the needs of older people 
in church. 
 

Many churches employ children’s workers or youth leaders – but how 
many have appointed people to minister specifically to the older people in 
their congregation and beyond? 
 
In St Albans, north of London, two Methodist churches have joined 
together to recruit an ‘Anna Chaplain’ to help meet the needs of seniors in 
local church congregations and beyond. 
 
The new role is part of a growing network of Anna Chaplains, named after 
the widow, Anna, who appears in Luke’s gospel as a good role model of a 
faithful older person. 
The development comes as charities that work with older people have 
published research which how badly the pandemic has impacted those 
aged 60 and above, and raised questions about how well they will ‘bounce 
back’ after Covid-19.  
 
Age UK has called on the Government to give the NHS and social care 
services extra resources to help older people make the best possible 
recovery.  With coronavirus now hopefully in retreat in the UK, the 
charity has also appealed to the wider public to keep supporting the 
older people in their lives. 
 
It said: “The impact of the pandemic on the health and wellbeing of some 
older people in early 2021 is so demonstrably severe that it raises big 
questions over whether they will be able to ‘bounce back’.” 
 

https://www.annachaplaincy.org.uk/
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Against this background, Maggie Dodd, the first Anna Chaplain in 
Hertfordshire, explained: “Our vision is that older people are cherished 
and supported within their church communities, and also beyond, in the 
wider community. 
 
“Often you have people who used to attend church, and they’ve become 
a little more frail and not able to attend or they’ve moved to a care home 
or sheltered housing, and they just lose touch with what’s going on. 
They’re not able to take themselves to church anymore.”  
 
The work of Anna Chaplains includes ministry in care homes and other 
settings where older people live or gather. At this time of year, some 
churches organise ‘holiday at home’ projects and activities for seniors in 
their area.  
 
Anna Chaplains are a ministry of Christian charity, BRF (Bible Reading 
Fellowship) who have a vision “to see an Anna Chaplain in every small 
and medium-sized community in the country, and for the Anna Chaplain 
name to become synonymous with spiritual care for older people.” 
 
Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and 
a former communications director for the C of E.   
 

The Anna Chaplaincy Prayer 
Faithful God, you have promised in Christ to be with us to the end of 
time. Come close to those who have lived long and experienced much. 
Help them to continue to be faithful and, within the all-age kingdom of 
God, to find ways to go on giving and receiving your grace, day by day. 
For your glory and your kingdom. Amen 
 
Ed. We are fortunate to have a very well established team of Anna 
Chaplains working in Morpeth parish. The team is presently coordinated 
and led by Revd Jeremy Cooper.  If you would like to know more about 
this vital and rewarding ministry, please contact Jeremy, who will be 
happy to talk to you about it. His contact details can be found  on the 
Ministry team list on the back page and you can find out more here: 
https://www.annachaplaincy.org.uk/ 

https://www.annachaplaincy.org.uk/
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Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
October 2021 

Immigration 
There is a lot in the press at the moment about Immigration and whether the country is 
being swamped by immigrants or whether the country is doing sufficient to support 
them.  But do we always think about what it means to be a refugee or an asylum 
seeker? 
What is a Refugee? 
The United Nations Refugee Convention defines a refugee as someone who “owing to a 
well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of 
his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of 
the protection of that country”. - Article 1, 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees. 
What is an Asylum Seeker? 
An asylum seeker is a person who has left their country of origin and has formally 
claimed asylum in another country, but has not yet received a decision on their case.  
Whilst individuals wait for a decision on whether they will be recognised as a refugee, 
they are known as an asylum seeker. People seeking asylum do not have the same 
rights as refugees or British Citizens. Asylum seekers do not choose where they live. 
They are dispersed across the country and housed in asylum accommodation, often in 
homes of multiple occupancy. Whilst people are seeking asylum they cannot work. 
People cannot claim benefits; they live off £5.66 a day. 
These are the people that WERS and Justice and Peace work with on a daily basis.  
They are providing practical support, emotional support and advice. 
WERS (West End Refugee Service) 
As well as delivering their normal support services WERS has been busy engaging in 
campaigning activity to call for a fairer and kinder treatment of refugees. 
As promised last month here are the details for the Annual General Meeting which 
takes place on Monday 8th November from 6.30-8.00pm.  Anyone can join on Zoom 
and it will provide more background information to the work they are undertaking. 
Please register in advance for this meeting via the link below:  https://
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsduyqqTMsHNWlTup0PknZMjgccC8dRq7-  
Alternatively please email info@wers.org.uk for an electronic version of this linkto you.  
Justice and Peace 
I get queries from people about household items which J&P can or cannot use, so I 
thought it might be helpful to explain that they take clothing, footwear, especially 
trainers, backpacks, blankets and bedding sheets and covers.  They are unable to 
accept duvets and pillows. They also find strong ‘bags for life’ and wheeled shopping 
carriers very useful to the project and its clients! 
 
Margaret Brock 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsduyqqTMsHNWlTup0PknZMjgccC8dRq7-
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsduyqqTMsHNWlTup0PknZMjgccC8dRq7-
mailto:info@wers.org.uk
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All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening 
 
Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic peoples of 
pre-Christian times.   In those long-ago days, on the last night of October, 
the Celts celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  The priests, 
or Druids, performed ceremonies to thank and honour the sun, for there 
was a very dark side to all this.  
 
Samhain signalled the onset of winter, a time when it was feared that 
unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed the earth, creating 
mischief.  So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to 
ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers. Then the Romans 
arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured the Goddess 
Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. Over time, the  two festivals slowly 
merged. 
 
When Christianity arrived, still later, it began to replace the Roman and 
Druid religions.  The first day of November, designated as All Saints’ Day, 
was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs and Saints who had died.  It was 
originally known as ‘All Hallows’ Day’ and the evening before became an 
evening of prayer and preparation which was called ‘All Hallows Eve. The 
name of this Holy Evening was later shortened to ‘Halloween’.   
 
For many centuries, fear of the supernatural remained strong.  During the 
Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening masks were worn to ward off 
the evil spirits of darkness who appeared on Halloween.  Magic words and 
charms were used to keep away bad luck, and everybody believed that 
witches rode about on broomsticks on that night.  Fortune telling was also 
popular, and predicting the future by the use of nuts and apples was so 
popular that Halloween is still sometimes known as “Nutcrack Night” or 
“Snap-Apple Night”. 
 
Today, Christians have learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to 
overcome the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, true meaning of All 
Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw closer to 
Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for others 
who have gone before us through the gates of death.  
From “Parish Pump” 
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OCTOBER CROSSWORD 

Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing near 
Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high 
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the 
tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of 
Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, 
an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be 
reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath 
Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, 
— the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the 
dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century 
BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to 
preach a lot (4,3) 

24 Rebellion against God; 
abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 
Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your 
commands, for you have set my heart 
free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — 
and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) 
(9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — 
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the 
mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 
7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital 
Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun 
(Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to 
me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — 
their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) 
(5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the 
new Jerusalem was made of this 
(Revelation 21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And 
we eagerly — a Saviour from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 
3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — 
his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association 
(1,1,1,1) 
 
Answers on page 34 
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Relationship 
 

May I ask a question? 
What is your relationship like with our Saviour Jesus Christ?  

Do you revere Him and worship Him for who He is? 
 

Or do you accept Him as the one who saved you? 
Or do you pass Him off as a friend now you are saved? 
Or do you settle where you are and go no further with Him? 
Or do you look on Him only with respect at knowing Him? 
Or Do you worship Him and Him only? 

 
I got the following out of a book by A. W. Tozer and I instantly related it to 
myself. 
Christ calls us to carry a cross; we call them to have fun in His name. 
He calls them to forsake the world; we assure them that if they but accept 
Jesus, the world is their oyster. 
He calls them to suffer; we call them to enjoy all the bourgeois comforts 
modern civilisation affords. 
He calls them to self-abnegation (denying oneself some rights) and death.  
We call them to spread themselves like green bay trees,  or perchance even  
to become stars in a pitiful fifth-rate religious zodiac. 
He calls them to holiness; we call them to a cheap and tawdry happiness that 
would have been rejected with scorn by the least of the Stoic philosophers. 
(Warfare of the Spirit, pp83-84.) 
 
To be more Christ like,  I have to look at what Christ expects of me. I need to 
get rid of worldly things, and when I read them it is a bad thing to see how far 
short I am away from what is expected of me. 
 
Jesus lovingly says we must carry a cross daily. What cross did He carry for me 
that awe- filled day at Golgotha? If He hadn’t, where would I be? 
Jesus says I need to forsake the world. I need to think differently and not see 
Jesus as ‘the world is my oyster’.  
Jesus says I need to suffer. He suffered death even the cross at Golgotha, so 
there is no escape from this suffering. If I think there is I am not a true 
follower.  
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To grow more Christ like I have to accept suffering (gladly, I might add!) 
Jesus says I have to practise self abnegation (self sacrifice) and to face death; 
to not be as the world is. He says I must reject this life style and put to death 
the old man in me. 
Jesus says I must become holy. At the moment, I could ask myself “Am I 
cheap and tawdry?” If the answer is “Yes, I am”  then there is a lot of work to 
be done! 
The thing is that I am commanded by God to “be holy, as I AM holy.”  
This to me is the most wonderful thing to be. To have the holiness of Jesus in 
me, to “Extol the LORD for He is Holy.” 
 
I know I may be being hard on myself, but to have a more closer walk with 
Him I need to take stock. There is only one life to live and to be a true 
follower it must be His life in me. So, I take up my cross and follow Him. 
“Only one life, twill soon be passed, only what’s done for Christ will last. 
And when I am dying how happy I’ll be if the lamp of my life is been burnt 
out for thee.” C. T. Studd. 
 
How right he is. 
Keith Pratt 

NAME THAT CHOIR!  
Answers on a postcard; a prize if you can name the names and date the picture 

and no sneaky phone calls to the choristers or the choir master, please.  
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YOU CAN ADVERTISE IN CONCORD 
£33 for 1/3 page £55 for 1/2 page 
£66 for 2/3 page £99  for full page 

You supply your chosen artwork/logo and copy 
and your ad will appear in eleven editions of the magazine  

(July & August is a double issue) 
Contact Dave Pope for details 

Tel: 01670 519520 Mobile: 07714143640 email: 
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 

mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
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Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 
 
Every person was once a sperm and an egg. Those two unique germ cells fused 
together, and in nine months they turned into a living, breathing, human being. One of 
the most important stages of this process is when each section of the body, from head 
to rump, takes on its identity.  
In this context, identity means what shape it takes, and which limbs or internal organs 
grow there: legs or arms, lungs or pancreas, and so on. The source of that physical 
identity is DNA: the networks of genes that are switched on or off in each segment of 
the body, making all the proteins that are needed to grow and develop in the right way. 
The master-genes that control the whole process are called homeobox, or Hox genes 
for short. 
 
The most beautiful thing about the process of body patterning is 
the way it brings the dimensions of time and space together in 
such a tidy way. The Hox genes are organised into several clusters 
on the chromosomes, in the order in which they are needed 
during development and the order in which they appear on the 
body.  
 
As the embryo develops, the cells near the head 
end activate the first genes in the Hox clusters. 
The cells just below the head then switch on the 
second genes in the cluster, and so on. A wave of 
gene activation passes down the embryo, 
specifying each section of the trunk in turn.  
 
Once a Hox gene is switched on it can stay switched on in the next few sections of cells, 
and it is the overlapping activity of the genes which gives each section of the body its 
proper identity. 
 
The Wisconsin-based developmental biologist Jeff Hardin often quotes Psalm 139 to 
express the wonder of embryonic development. “For you created my inmost being; you 
knit me together in my mother’s womb…your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I 
was woven together in the depths of the earth.” The story of the tidy Hox genes is very 
relevant to these verses, bringing out the hidden beauty in the process.  
The more biologists get to find out about how we came to be born, the more we can 
say, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made”! 
 
Dr Ruth M Bancewicz is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion in Cambridge. She writes on the positive relationship between 
Science and Christian faith.   
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The Pioneer Collective 
 
Beth Rookwood has put down her post as Bishop's Advisor 
for Pioneer Ministry in order for The Pioneer Collective to 
emerge.  The collective is run by pioneers, for pioneers, with 
a core group where Rob Saner-Haigh and Nicola Denyer 
provide strong links as senior staff in the Diocese.  
 Our 20+ pioneers, (Beth will still be part of them!) will now 
self-organise support, learning and their own growth, and 

will shape their offering of ministry. 
 For more information, contact pioneers@newcastle.anglican.org 
 
Ed.—I spotted this whilst searching for copy for this month’s edition and being a 
curious type, I went in search of some more news about “our Beth” , who many of 
you will recall served her Curacy here in Morpeth, before going on to develop 
Pioneer Ministry in Newcastle diocese. 
One thing led to another, as they say, so I went online and  I found a brilliant blog, 
At least I think it’s a blog, but it’s much more than that, really. It’s called “Sharing 
Faith and Learning to Listen” and it’s well worth a read. You  can download it as a 
PDF, if you follow the link below:  
 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/resources/sharing-faith-and-learning-listen-
beth-rookwood-anvil-vol-33-issue-2/?
gclid=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JwtFm-
uPg53D0435wVBXyAXyndF39q_mmgbIWoX7LlPmiQpHhqvtcMaAok8EALw_wcB 
 
Here are some pictures of Beth and Fliss (now Mrs Barker, see page 16) in action 
with Simon, Pauline Ferguson and some bacon sarnies, outside St Aidan’s.    
 

mailto:pioneers@newcastle.anglican.org
https://churchmissionsociety.org/resources/sharing-faith-and-learning-listen-beth-rookwood-anvil-vol-33-issue-2/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JwtFm-uPg53D0435wVBXyAXyndF39q_mmgbIWoX7LlPmiQpHhqvtcMaAok8EALw_wcB
https://churchmissionsociety.org/resources/sharing-faith-and-learning-listen-beth-rookwood-anvil-vol-33-issue-2/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JwtFm-uPg53D0435wVBXyAXyndF39q_mmgbIWoX7LlPmiQpHhqvtcMaAok8EALw_wcB
https://churchmissionsociety.org/resources/sharing-faith-and-learning-listen-beth-rookwood-anvil-vol-33-issue-2/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JwtFm-uPg53D0435wVBXyAXyndF39q_mmgbIWoX7LlPmiQpHhqvtcMaAok8EALw_wcB
https://churchmissionsociety.org/resources/sharing-faith-and-learning-listen-beth-rookwood-anvil-vol-33-issue-2/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw18WKBhCUARIsAFiW7JwtFm-uPg53D0435wVBXyAXyndF39q_mmgbIWoX7LlPmiQpHhqvtcMaAok8EALw_wcB
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Phil Walker APFS 

Chartered Financial Planner 

Specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 

• Investment Growth 

• Retirement Planning 

• Inheritance Tax Saving 

• Long Term Care Planning 

St. James's Place Partnership  
19E The Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill Road,  

Blagdon, Northumberland, NE13 6DA 

Tel: 01670 789797 or 07711 556332 Fax: 01670 789963  
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk   Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters 
Family Firm Established 1920 

 Day & Night Service 

 Very Competitive Prices 

 Chapel of Rest 

 Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

mailto:phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjpp.co.uk/philwalker
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Who’s Who in the October Intercessions 
 

October 4th St Francis of Assisi 
 Just about the only thing most people know about Francis of 
Assisi is that he talked to the birds. Church-goers also know the 
popular hymn based on his famous prayer, ‘Make me a channel of 
your Peace’, which was sung at the funeral of Princess Diana. 
However, Italy’s patron saint, whose feast day is this month (the 
4th) was a more complex, and some would say controversial 
character.  His life spanned the end of the twelfth and beginning of 
the thirteenth centuries. He was born into a very wealthy family, 
but after what he called his ‘conversion’ standing before a crucifix.  
He renounced all his possessions. In fact, he stripped himself of his 

of his wealthy garments in a public square in his home-town, Assisi.  
For the rest of his life he and his followers, including his feminine counterpart. St Claire 
longed, prayed and worked for a life of simplicity – a lifestyle without luxury or 
privileges. For the Franciscan brothers and the Poor Claires. This meant no private 
possessions at all. Francis saw that many poor people without these things, actually 
seemed to live happier and more fulfilling lives than the ambitious rich. He spoke of a 
simple life not shaped by money or power but by love and mutual concern. As his hymn 
says, ‘it is in giving of ourselves that we receive’.  Of course, poverty; in our modern 
western world is seldom a matter of blissful simplicity, as present-day Franciscans 
recognise.  
For too many it is a matter of poor diet, over-crowded rooms, rough sleeping and 
unemployment. The call of today’s followers of Francis and Claire is that those who are 
better-off should ‘live more simply, so that others can simply live’. Christians follow a 
Master who said that he came with ‘good news for the poor’. They believe that many of 
us today can be that good news. 
 

October 6th William Tyndale (c. 1494 – 6th October 1536)  
This month is the 501th anniversary of the beginning of the 
Reformation, and so a good time to pay tribute to an outstanding 
English scholar, translator and martyr of the Reformation. He was 
born near Gloucester, and studied at Oxford and Cambridge.  He 
could speak seven languages, and was proficient in ancient 
Hebrew and Greek.  As a priest, his abilities would have taken him 
a long way, but by 1523 Tyndale’s only desire was to translate the 
Bible, so that English men and women could read it for 
themselves. It became his life’s passion. For Tyndale had 
rediscovered a vital doctrine that the Church had been ignoring:  

that of justification by faith. He had found it when reading Erasmus’s Greek edition of 
the New Testament.   
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In fact, his life’s work was well summed up in some words of his mentor, Erasmus: “Christ 
desires His mysteries to be published abroad as widely as possible. I would that [the 
Gospels and the epistles of Paul] were translated into all languages, of all Christian people, 
and that they might be read and known.” 
Tyndale’s translation was the first Bible to be published in English, the first to draw 
directly from Hebrew and Greek texts, and the first English translation to take advantage 
of the printing press. It was to cost him his life.  For Tyndale’s work was seen as a direct 
challenge to the power of both the Roman Catholic Church and the laws of England in 
maintaining the Church’s position. 
When the authorities had tried to stop his translation, Tyndale fled to Hamburg, 
Wittenberg, Cologne, and finally to the Lutheran city of Worms. It was there, in 1525, his 
New Testament emerged. It was quickly smuggled into England, and King Henry VIII, 
Cardinal Wolsey, and others, were furious. 
Tyndale moved on to Antwerp, where for nine more years he continued his work. Then in 
May 1535 he was betrayed, arrested, and jailed in a castle near Brussels.  Tied to the stake 
for strangulation and burning, his dying prayer was that the King of England’s eyes would 
be opened.  Sure enough, two years later King Henry authorised the Great Bible for the 
Church of England, which relied largely on Tyndale’s work. 
Not only that, but in 1611, the 54 scholars who produced the King James Bible drew very 
heavily from Tyndale.  Even today we honour him: in 2002, Tyndale was placed at number 
26 in the BBC’s poll of 100 Greatest Britons. 

 
October 26th Alfred the Great  
Can you think of a politician who deserves to be called a saint?  If no 
one currently living politician comes to mind, never mind – there is 
always King Alfred of Wessex (871-899). 
This remarkable and best known of all the Anglo-Saxon rulers may 
have dozed off and let some cakes burn while a peasant woman was 
hiding him from the Vikings, but he did so much else which was of 
lasting good for the Anglo-Saxon people. It was a desperate time for 
the Anglo-Saxons – the kingdoms of Northumbria, East Anglia and 

Mercia had fallen to the Vikings.  Only Alfred’s province remained free.  Through some 
inspired military manoeuvring, Alfred managed to keep them at bay.  As a Christian, he 
became the defender of all Christian Anglo-Saxons against the pagan Vikings.  (His son and 
grandsons went on to conquer the Vikings, and thus ensured the future unity of England.)  
Alfred was also a scholar, and admired certain writings which had laid down models of 
ideal Christian kingship.  He tried to put these principles into practise, such as producing a 
law-code.  Alfred believed strongly that anyone in authority should have to study in order 
to learn how to govern.   Not such a bad idea for leaders today! Alfred was never 
canonised by the Church, but his translation of Consolation of Philosophy by Boethius is 
often thought to be a fitting epitaph:  I desired to live worthily as long as I lived, and to 
leave after my life, to the men who should come after me, the memory of me in good 
works. 
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From the Parish Registers 
 

Baptisms 
October 3rd  Elsie-Rose Lowe    
    Freddie Farmer     
    10th  Alfie Cuthbertson  
    Theo Burrows       
    17th  Lola Storey        
                24th  Aidan Tonks        
 

 

Wedding 
October  9th   Natalie Grace Mann  
   and Russell Aaran Joseph Tong 

 
 

R I P  
October  1st  Keith Cumming  
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1st Give thanks for the gift of years 

2nd For all who need a place of safety 

3rd For all grandparents 

4th Francis of Assisi Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use 
words. 

5th For all teachers and lecturers 

6th William Tyndale For all who translate God’s word 

7th Thank you for the beauty of creation 

8th For all to experience your gift of clean air 

9th Thank God for the Mothers Union 

10th For those living with mental illness 

11th Give thanks for all shop workers and hauliers 

12th Elizabeth Fry For all prisoners and their loved ones 

13th Edith Cavell For a worldwide covid vaccination programme 

14th For all adoptive parents and foster parents 

15th Teresa of Avila Help us to be your hands and feet Lord 

16th That no one should go hungry in a world of plenty 

17th To bring an end to poverty 

18th Luke,  Evangelist For all in need healing 

19th For all affected by natural disasters 

20th Give thanks for all care workers 

21st Give thanks for our farmers 

22nd To give generously of our selves 

23rd To help all who cope with addictions 

24th For compassionate world leaders 

25th Give relief to those living with chronic pain 

26th  Alfred the Great For Justice and peace in our world 

27th For those feeling hopeless and in despair 

28th Give thanks for all emergency service workers 

29th For clarity of heart and mind for all attending COP26 

30th For those who mourn the loss of a loved one 

31st Martin Luther For church leaders and theologians 

PARISH PRAYERS FOR OCTOBER 
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
ACROSS 1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 
Baalah of Judah; 17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 
Eton DOWN 1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 
8 Joshua; 13 children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

A young monk was assigned to help other 
monks copy out the old canons and laws of 
the church by hand. On his very first day he 
noticed that all the monks were copying from 
copies, not from the original. So, the new 
monk pointed out that if someone had made 
even a small error in the first copy, that error 
would be continued in all the subsequent 
copies. The head monk said: “You make a 
good point, my son.’ So he went down into 
the dark caves underneath the monastery 
where the original manuscripts were held in a 
locked vault that had not been opened for 
hundreds of years. Hours went by and nobody 
saw the old abbot. Finally, the old monk 
returned, looking distraught. “We missed the 
R ! We missed the R ! We missed the R ! The 
word was… CELEB R ATE!” 



35 

PARISH YOUTH COORDINATOR 
Miss Anne Newlands Tel: 07895183593 
 
PLAYTIME PLUS 
Mother and Toddler Group (St Aidan’s) 
Every TUESDAY  & Wednesday during term 
time  from 9.30 am—11 am  
in St Aidan’s Church, Stobhill 
Contact: Parish Office 01670 503326 
Tea Time Church on the second & fourth 
Sunday of the month at 4pm in St Aidan's 
(Contact Parish Office 01670 503326) 
 
PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL & JUNIOR CHURCH 
Contact: Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 
 
GUIDES, BROWNIES & RANGERS  
Rainbows 
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School 
3rd St Mary's Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
Brownies  
2nd St James  Monday 
All Saints School  
St Aidan’s Wednesday Parish Hall 
3rd St Mary’s Tuesday 
Abbeyfields First School 
 

Guides 
2nd St James  (see contact details below) 

Further information from: Elizabeth Kelly  
Tel: 01670 783434      
112kellyhpl@aol.com 
BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS 
Low Stanners HQ   
4th Morpeth Beavers- Monday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth  Cubs - Tuesday & Thursday  
4th Morpeth Scouts 
Monday & Wednesday  
Morpeth Methodist Church  
6th Morpeth Beavers- Thursday s- Thursday 
6th Morpeth Scouts- Thursday 
Explorer Scouts- Friday  
Further information: Clive Rich  01670 511623 

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 

SAFEGUARDING—Parish Responsible Caring Group 
Pauline Young - Parish Safeguarding Officer 07779132452 

Paul Rusby  - paul.rusby@hotmail.co.uk 
Kathryn Brown - 07914394919 
Ann English - 07749842496 
Nick Stratford 01670 518790 

For Domestic Abuse concerns please contact either: 
Kathryn or Nick or Vivienne Sommerville - 01670 513181 

Pinewood Drive  
Lancaster Park  

Morpeth  
Northumberland  

NE61 3RD 
Tel : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher  
Mr N Reeson 

 
 

Chair of Governors   
Sara Alexander 

Vice Chair of Governors 
Jacquie Steel 

http://www.morpethallsaints.com/ 

mailto:112kellyhpl@aol.com
mailto:paul.rusby@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.morpethallsaints.com/
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PARISH OFFICE  (ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES) 
The Parish Office, St Aidan’s Church, Shields 
Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2SA  Tel: 503326  
Email: office.morpethparish@gmail.com 
Monday—Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm 
 
 PARISH COMMUNITY WORKER 
 Kathryn Brown Tel: 07914394919 
Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com 

 
PCC SECRETARY 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 07710233251 
Email: val@litnotes.co.uk 
 
MINISTRY TEAM (PASTORAL ENQUIRIES ONLY) 
Revd Simon White (Rector) (day off Wednesday) 
The Rectory  Cottingwood Lane  Morpeth 
Tel: 01670 517716  
email: rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com  
Revd Paul Rusby (Curate)  
Email: paulrusby1@gmail.com 
Revd Jeremy Cooper (OLM )13 Curlew  Hill,  
Lancaster Park (Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 
 
 
READERS 
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan Tel: 07736 108771 
Mrs Janet Hedley Tel: 514117 
Mrs Val Cowan Tel: 07887594161 
 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Dr Robert Young 
Mr Jonathan Richardson 
Ms Sarah Wiley 
Mr Michael Daws  515128 
 
FABRIC COMMITTEE (Chair) 
Mr Dave Pope Tel: 519520  
email: dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 
 
FINANCE & RECORDS 
Treasurer:  Jeannette Waters 
morpethtreasurer@gmail.com 
Gift Aid Sec.: Mr Martin Booth Tel: 503584 
Planned Giving: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 
Mrs Lindsey Collings  Tel: 01670 503326 
 
MUSICAL DIRECTORS 
St Mary: Mr Colin Davidson Tel: 513381  
St James: Mr David Pope Tel: 519520 
St Aidan: Mr Roy Beasley Tel: 514149 
 
MOTHERS UNION MORPETH BRANCH LEADER 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING  OFFICER 
Mrs Pauline Young  Tel: 511407 
 
MENS’ GROUP/HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Cyril Meehan Tel:  512879 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE (CONCORD) 
Mrs Val Pope Tel: 515806 val@litnotes.co.uk 
Revd Maureen Chester Tel: 514569 
 
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. James) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 (St Aidan) 
Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St Mary) 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COORDINATOR 
Mrs Dorothy Tully Tel: 513928 
 
MORPETH ANNA CHAPLAINCY TEAM  
LEAD CHAPLAIN: Revd Jeremy Cooper  
Tel.511593)  (Mon, Fri & Sun) 
email: JeremyLCooper@aol.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

ALL PARISH POLICIES ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE PARISH 
WEBSITE 
www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/
policies.htm  
For Safeguarding, see previous page 
and also Diocesan policies on 
www.newcastle.anglican.org/
safeguarding/introduction.aspx 

mailto:office.morpethparish@gmail.com
mailto:Kathryn.morpethparish@gmail.com
mailto:val@litnotes.co.uk
mailto:rev.simonjhwhite@gmail.com
mailto:paulrusby1@gmail.com
mailto:JeremyLCooper@aol.com
mailto:dpope@morpethnet.co.uk
mailto:morpethtreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:val@litnotes.co.uk
mailto:JeremyLCooper@aol.com
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm
http://www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk/policies.htm
http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/safeguarding/introduction.aspx
http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/safeguarding/introduction.aspx

